
“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Elk River Lutheran Church 

Prelude: Bea Bastyr 
September 3, 2017 

8:15am Service 
 
 

As we enter this sacred place and time,  
  let us quiet our hearts and still our minds. 

Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting, 
joyful community, serving God & neighbor.
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“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Welcome 

to  
Elk River Lutheran Church 

 
•  All are invited to share in the Lord’s Supper. 
•  We encourage children to participate in worship 

and communion.   
•  Nursery is available, should you desire it. 
•  Restrooms are located in fellowship area and 

lower level. 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Reflection                         
Here, we prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 

 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gathering Hymn             (#879) “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

VERSE 1  
For the beauty of the earth, 
for the beauty of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies:  



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gathering Hymn             (#879) “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

REFRAIN 
Christ, our God, to thee we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gathering Hymn             (#879) “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

VERSE 2  
For the wonder of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale and tree and flow'r, 
sun and moon and stars of light:  



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gathering Hymn             (#879) “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

REFRAIN 
Christ, our God, to thee we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gathering Hymn             (#879) “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

VERSE 3  
For the joy of ear and eye, 
for the heart and mind's delight, 
for the mystic harmony 
linking sense to sound and sight:  



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gathering Hymn             (#879) “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

REFRAIN 
Christ, our God, to thee we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gathering Hymn             (#879) “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

VERSE 4 
For the joy of human love, 
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth and friends above; 
for all gentle thoughts and mild:  



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gathering Hymn             (#879) “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

REFRAIN 
Christ, our God, to thee we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gathering Hymn             (#879) “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

VERSE 5 
For each perfect gift of thine, 
peace on earth and joy in heav'n; 
for thyself, best gift divine, 
to our world so freely giv'n:  



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gathering Hymn             (#879) “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

REFRAIN 
Christ, our God, to thee we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Confession and Forgiveness (p.94) 

      In the name of the Father, 
      and of the ☩ Son, 
      and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
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“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Confession and Forgiveness (p.94) 

God of all mercy and consolation,  
come to the help of your people,  
turning us from our sin to live for you 
alone. Give us the power of your Holy 
Spirit that we may confess our sin,  
receive your forgiveness, and grow into 
the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

Amen. 
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“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Confession and Forgiveness (p. 94) 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone.  
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“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Confession and Forgiveness (p. 94) 

We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors  
as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us.  
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“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Confession and Forgiveness (p. 94) 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of  
your holy name. 
Amen. 
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“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Confession and Forgiveness (p. 94) 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was  
given to die for us, and for his sake God  
forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister of the church 
 of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare 
 to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in  
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of  
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Greeting (p. 184) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

P

C 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Song of Praise: p. 204a 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to 
all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of 
surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our 
thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on 
earth our songs we raise. 

 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Song of Praise: p. 204a 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God 
and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have 
come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you 
reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in 
your promise firm we stand. 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Song of Praise: p. 204a 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, 
to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most 
high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the 
Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to 
God on high! 

 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Prayer of the day 

P 
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Let us pray, 
 
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose 
the path of suffering for the sake of the world. 
Humble us by his example, point us to the path 
of obedience, and give us strength to follow 
your commands, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
  
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Reading:              Romans 12:9-21 

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast 
to what is good; 10love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 
11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, 
persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of 
the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Reading:              Romans 12:9-21 

  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and 
do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in 
harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser 
than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, 
but take thought for what is noble in the sight of 
all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, 
live peaceably with all.  



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Reading:              Romans 12:9-21 

19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave 
room for the wrath of God; for it is written, 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 
20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if 
they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for 
by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 
heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good. 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Reading:                   Psalm 26:1-8 

1Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived 
with integrity; I have trusted in the Lord and have 
not faltered. 
  
2Test me, O Lord, and try me; 
  examine my heart and my mind. 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Reading:                   Psalm 26:1-8 

3For your steadfast love is before my eyes; 
  I have walked faithfully with you. 
 
 4I have not sat with the worthless, 
  nor do I consort with the deceitful.  



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Reading:                   Psalm 26:1-8 

5I have hated the company of evildoers; 
  I will not sit down with the wicked. 
 
6I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, 
  that I may go in procession round your 
altar, 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Reading:                   Psalm 26:1-8 

7singing aloud a song of thanksgiving 
  and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 
  
8Lord, I love the house in which you dwell 
  and the place where your glory abides.  



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gospel Acclamation 

Please stand for the Gospel 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gospel Acclamation  p. 205 

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your 
saving word. 

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our 
hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that 
you bring. 

 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gospel:                       Matthew 16:21-28 

 The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P 

C 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gospel:                   Matthew 16:21-28 

21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that 
Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his 
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on 
the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God 
forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gospel:                   Matthew 16:21-28 

23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind 
me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; 
for you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.” 
  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want 
to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me.  



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gospel:                   Matthew 16:21-28 

25For those who want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if 
they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? 
Or what will they give in return for their life? 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gospel:                   Matthew 16:21-28 

27“For the Son of Man is to come with his 
angels in the glory of his Father, and then he 
will repay everyone for what has been done. 
28Truly I tell you, there are some standing 
here who will not taste death before they see 
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Gospel:                   Matthew 16:21-28 

 The Gospel of the Lord 
 

 Praise to you, O Christ 
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“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Children’s Message 

 
Children are invited to come to the front. 

 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Sermon                  Pastor Cedric Olson 

Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting, 
joyful community, serving God & neighbor.
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“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Hymn of the Day      
        (#808) “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” 

VERSE 1  
Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey; 
I'll tell ev'rybody about you wherever I go: 
you alone are our life and our peace and our 
love. 
Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey. 
 
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

VERSE 2  
Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey. 
May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you. 
May the earth and the sea and the sky join my 
song. 
Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey. 
 

Hymn of the Day      
        (#808) “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

VERSE 3 
As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant, 
to carry your cross and to share all your 
burdens and tears. 
For you saved me by giving your body and 
blood. 
As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant. 
 

Hymn of the Day      
        (#808) “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

VERSE 4 
I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey; 
but courage will come with the sound of your 
steps by my side. 
And with all of the family you saved by your 
love, 
we'll sing to your dawn at the end of our 
journey. 
 

Hymn of the Day      
        (#808) “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God,  
the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's  
only Son, our Lord, who was  
Conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Apostles’ Creed 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand  
of the Father, and he will come to  
Judge the living and the dead. 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Prayers of Intercession 

Generous, compassionate God, we gather 
before you to pray for the church, the world, 
and all in need. 

 
 Lord, in your mercy,  
 Hear our prayer. 

 
C 
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“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you 
always. 

 
And also with you. 
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“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Offertory             

Let us share and receive the gifts God has given us. 
 

“This Little Light of Mine” 
 

African American Spiritual 
Featuring: Alana and Ariah Budish 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Offering Prayer 
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Let us pray, 
 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 
Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our 
possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 
through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

The Great Thanksgiving (p. 190) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give  
our thanks and praise.  

C 
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“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Holy, Holy, Holy (p. 144b) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest. 
 
  
 



Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people  
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses… 

C 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

The Lord’s Prayer 

…as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

C 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Communion Invitation 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

You are invited to join in Holy Communion. 

Children are welcomed to join us at the altar for a 
blessing.  

Gluten free wafers available. 

Both wine and grape juice are available. 
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Lamb of God (p 208) 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the 
world away; 

you suffered death our lives to save: have 
mercy now, we pray. 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Lamb of God (p 208) 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the 
world away; 

you set us free from guilt and grave: have 
mercy now, we pray. 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Lamb of God (p 208) 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the 
world away; 

eternal peace with God you made: give us 
your peace, we pray. 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Communion Hymn        (#656)“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 

VERSE 1 
Blest be the tie that binds 

our hearts in Christian love; 
the unity of heart and mind 
is like to that above. 
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Communion Hymn        (#656)“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 

VERSE 2 
Before our Father's throne 

we pour our ardent prayers; 
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
our comforts and our cares. 
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Communion Hymn        (#656)“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 

VERSE 3 
We share our mutual woes, 

our mutual burdens bear, 
and often for each other flows 
the sympathizing tear. 
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Communion Hymn        (#656)“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 

VERSE 4 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

and sin we shall be free; 
and perfect love and friendship reign 
through all eternity.  



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Communion Hymn             (#790)“Day by Day” 

VERSE 1 
Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me, 

bringing comfort to my anxious soul. 
Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me 
draw me nearer to my heav'nly goal. 
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Communion Hymn             (#790)“Day by Day” 

Love divine, beyond all mortal measure, 
brings to naught the burdens of my quest; 
Savior, lead me to the home I treasure, 
where at last I'll find eternal rest. 
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Communion Hymn             (#790)“Day by Day” 

VERSE 2 
Day by day, I know you will provide me 

strength to serve and wisdom to obey; 
I will seek your loving will to guide me 
o'er the paths I struggle day by day. 
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Communion Hymn             (#790)“Day by Day” 

I will fear no evil of the morrow, 
I will trust in your enduring grace. 
Savior, help me bear life's pain and sorrow 
till in glory I behold your face. 
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Communion Hymn             (#790)“Day by Day” 

VERSE 3 
Oh, what joy to know that you are near me 

when my burdens grow too great to bear; 
oh, what joy to know that you will hear me 
when I come, O Lord, to you in prayer. 
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Communion Hymn             (#790)“Day by Day” 

 
Day by day, no matter what betide me, 
you will hold me ever in your hand. 
Savior, with your presence here to guide me, 
I will reach at last the promised land.  



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ strengthen you and keep you in  
God's grace. 
 
Amen. C 

P 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Communion Prayer 

C 

P Let us pray. 
 
God of abundance, with this bread of life 
and cup of salvation you have united us 
with Christ, making us one with all your 
people. Now send us forth in the power of 
your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 
redeeming love to the world and continue 
forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 
Amen. 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Community Announcements  

Welcome guests!  
Thank you for worshipping with us. 

 
Please feel free to take home your worship 

bulletin for people and families to keep in your 
prayers. 

 
Visit www.elkriverlutheran.org  

for the latest information. 
 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Blessing of Congregation 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you  

with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor  

and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
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“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

REFRAIN 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

VERSE 1 
Come, Christians, follow where our captain 

trod, 
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  

Sending Song        (#660) “Lift High the Cross” 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

REFRAIN 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

VERSE 2 
All newborn servants of the Crucified 

bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  

Sending Song        (#660) “Lift High the Cross” 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

REFRAIN 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

VERSE 3 
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  

Sending Song        (#660) “Lift High the Cross” 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

REFRAIN 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

VERSE 4 
So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

praise to the Crucified for victory!  

Sending Song        (#660) “Lift High the Cross” 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

REFRAIN 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

Sending Song        (#660) “Lift High the Cross” 



“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good”  

Postlude      

Go in peace. Share the Good News! 
We will! Thanks be to God. 
 

Liturgy, songs and lyrics are reprinted with permission. Current copyright licenses held with CCLI, 
OneLicense, Licensing and Augsburg Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 

Special thanks to all who assisted during worship. 
 

If you would like to assist in worship 
or volunteer in other ways,  

please contact the office. Thanks. 
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