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Elk River Lutheran Church is a new church located in a remodeled bank building on the Mississippi River in downtown Elk River.  We are a forward-thinking congregation made up of people of all ages.  Our mission is: Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting, joyful community, serving God and neighbor.  Each week we have two vibrant Sunday morning worship services.  The first, at 8:15am, is a traditional Lutheran service that follows liturgical settings from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) hymnal.  Our 10:30am contemporary service has music led by our worship band and maintains many key elements of Lutheran worship.

We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and celebrate the work we’re able to do together as a denomination (to learn more about the ELCA visit www.elca.org).  We welcome all people and as a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation that welcome extends to the GLBTQ community.


About 
Elk River Lutheran Church

Upcoming Dates:
Monday Sept. 4th
Labor Day 
Office Closed
Tuesday Sept. 5th
6:30pm Beer & Hymns
@ Pour Wine Bar & Bistro

Sunday Sept 10th
Rally Sunday 
Wednesday Sept 13th 
High School Youth Group Meeting
Sunday Sept 17th 
First day of LIFT!
Wednesday Sept 20th
Confirmation Meeting
Sunday Sept. 24th 
LIFT! Parent Meeting
Tuesday Oct. 3rd 
6:30pm Beer & Hymns
Sunday Oct. 22nd
Confirmation Sunday
Friday Oct. 27th 
6:30pm Trunk or Treat
Sunday Oct. 29th Reformation Sunday
fall 2017
FALL 2017

This year we are going to spend time making connections and going deep with the question, “Who is Elk River Lutheran Church and who is God calling us to be?”  (I know it’s kind of two questions… but they definitely go together!)  We want to discover God’s purpose for us and allow that purpose to shape the direction we are moving as a congregation.  

There will be many ways to participate in this process of discernment as we strive to make connections within the congregation.  As we get deeper into the program year there will be congregational forums where we work together to discern our congregation’s greatest strengths and priorities, but until then we have a few exciting new ways of living together as an accepting, joyful community:

LIFT (Living in Faith Together) is our new Family Sunday School program that brings parents and kids together in learning and practicing faith.  Through this program our church will be able to support families in powerful ways.  (For more information about LIFT turn to page 5)

LIFE (Living in Faith Everyday) Groups is a new small group ministry program for adults.  These are not necessarily Bible Study groups, but are more focused on forming relationships and discussing how we live out our faith on a daily basis.  If you are new to Elk River Lutheran, this is a great way to get to know people, and if you’ve been around for a while it’s a great opportunity to get to know people even better.  I know that everyone who joins a LIFE Group will be blessed by the simple experience of spending time together.  In September we will be forming groups that will meet for five weeks during the month of October.  I hope you’ll consider joining a group!    (For more information about LIFE Groups turn to page 9)

Beer and Hymns is now a regular event that continues to be an amazing expression of our “joyful, accepting community.”  We simply gather at Pour Wine Bar and Bistro for two hours of singing and fellowship together.  (For more information about Beer and Hymns turn to page 3)

These are just some of the ways we will be making connections this year.  This newsletter contains information about many other teams, ministries, and programs at Elk River Lutheran Church.  I hope you’ll join us this year as we make connections and wrestle with the question, “Who is Elk River Lutheran Church and who is God calling us to be?”

Pastor Nathan Mugaas


A message from the Pastor
FALL 2017
In alignment with our church’s mission statement, the music ministry at Elk River Lutheran Church is a joyful and accepting musical community who serve by sharing their musical skills and talents with each other, their fellow worshippers, and their community. 

Choir  With a roster of 20-25 members, the singers of ERLC’s choir meet every Wednesday evening at 6:30 for rehearsal.  On a regular basis the choir provides leadership in congregational singing and special music during worship services.  They also share their abilities with the community by caroling at the River’s Edge Commons during Christmas and “choir-sharing” with other churches in the area throughout the year.  

Soloists/Small Groups  Musicians of all ages participate this way in both services.  They love to share their joy of music individually.  If any musician wants to share their faith through a solo or a group, they are more than welcome to do so.  All abilities are welcome.

Worship Band  As the choir provides vocal leadership for our traditional service, the worship band provides leadership for the contemporary service.  These musicians of all abilities rehearse every Thursday night at 6:30pm, and learn to joyfully lead the congregation with meaningful and inspiring music.  

Handbell Ensemble  This ensemble is newly formed and is still being developed.  Ringers of all skills come together to learn how to play handbells, read music, and rehearse a song or two for special services.  Having borrowed bells and chimes from Union Congregational and St. Andrew’s Catholic, this ensemble played skillfully and joyfully a few last year.  This fall the ringers come together again. 

Instrumental Ensemble  Besides singers, Elk River Lutheran also has several talented and skilled instrumentalists.  From flute to trombone to autoharp, this newly formed ensemble gathers to rehearse for special services as well.  Last year they played for Easter, and look forward to playing more often in the future. 
 
This fall the music ministry will enjoy reconnecting with others in the community.  We'll continue hosting a monthly sing-a-long called Beer & Hymns.  On the first Tuesdays of September, October, November, and December we’ll lead members of our congregation and the community in a good ole sing-a-long at Pour Wine Bar and Bistro. Each event begins at 6:30pm.  We “visit”, eat, drink, sing, and have tons of fun in Pour’s lounge.  Songbooks are provided, and we also take up an offering for a local charity.  

Beer & Hymns is the first of many special events happening in the music ministry this Fall.  We promise to stay connected to you through our newsletters, emails, website, and Facebook page so you can join us in celebrating the wonderful things God is doing at Elk River Lutheran Church.

See you Sunday, Taylor

FALL 2017

God continues to bless the work of the quilters.  We sent our first shipment of quilts in 2014. Since then we have sent 252 quilts to Lutheran World Relief.  We have been notified that these quilts were sent to Syria, Ukraine and Mauritania (A small country in West Africa). During this time we have also put together 100 School Kits that have been sent to Nicaragua. Many THANKS to the team of fun loving quilters who manufacture the quilts! We try to create quilts the best that we can out of respect for the people receiving them.  The items for the school kits are donated and packed by the Evening Bible Study groups.  Many Thanks to everyone who donates fabric, school items and to those that sew, tie and package school kits!  
From the Quilters
Welcome to September. That time of year when everyone comes home from the cabin and starts coming back to church, right?  Well, let me tell you, we have a lot to come back to! We have hired a new CYF director, Martha Herbert. We welcome her and she is in the planning stages for a new and exciting way to teach Sunday school, called LIFT! This will be a big change that is intended to keep the children coming back to church even after confirmation and into adulthood.
A new program for adults will take place during October.  LIFE (Living in Faith Everyday) is designed to give everyone who participates a taste of what a small group meeting with others from the congregation is like.  I encourage everyone to try it. Deb and I have been in our small group for two years and for someone who was a little hesitant, it turns out I really like these people.
Our visitation pastor, Carolyn Philstrom, has left us to answer her call as a Hospital Chaplain. We wish her all the best.  In the short time she was here, Carolyn was able to help us see where the most pressing needs are this area. This will be a great help in defining what we look for in a new visitation pastor.
Lastly, September 10th is Rally Sunday.  The CYF team has a fun filled day planned with games, food, and fun along with good conversation with each other. We hope to see you there! 

Greg Pouliot,
Council President

From the ERLC 
Council President:
FALL 2017

“LIFT!”  
 Introducing a new beginning for Sunday school…

So what is this “LIFT!” that everyone is talking about?  Quite simply, LIFT! stands for Living in Faith Together and is the name of our new model for Sunday school.  Every week people of all ages, including kids and their parents, will gather together to learn about and experience God’s love through song and active learning.

Does this mean we’re not doing Sunday school anymore?  Yes and No.  While we are still gathering together between services, we will be moving away from a traditional classroom setting.  Some elements of traditional Sunday school will definitely remain: celebrating Milestones, the Christmas program and having children sing regularly in worship.

How does the new format work?  Beginning on September 17th, children, their families, and anyone who wants to join us will gather together at 9:20 AM in the Sanctuary for large group time.  We will explore the day’s Bible story in a variety of engaging and interactive ways (music, skits, movie clips and visual presentations).  From there we will transition to the Community Room on the lower level where we’ll gather at tables for a time of story review, sharing, arts and crafts and small group activities.

Why are we making this change?  There is no better influence in a child’s faith journey than his or her family.  This new program provides intentional family time focused on the most foundational part of life: faith.  By sharing our faith experience our young people will become more connected with each other, with their parents and with the rest of the church.  This program gives families the tools to confidently bring their faith home with them.  By sharing our faith experiences, we are sure that we will create lasting relationships across generations and these relationships will outlast the age specific years of a traditional program.

I don’t have children...can I join?  Absolutely!  LIFT! is for everyone who wants to experience God’s love and grace.  It is for those who want to be connected to our entire church family by developing deeper and longer lasting relationships. And LIFT! is for those who want to have fun!

What if I have more questions?  At any time you are welcome to contact Pastor Nathan or Martha Herbert, our new Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministry.  We invite you to attend the first LIFT! session on September 17th just to see what it’s all about.  Then on September 24th, during the LIFT! time, we will have a special meeting with the adults to go over the specifics and the goals of our new Sunday school model.  There will be activities for the children during this time.

We are excited to move forward with LIFT! and we anticipate that this will become the lifeblood of our church and a great source of joy and blessing for everyone at Elk River Lutheran!

Martha Herbert
Director of Children, Youth & Family
FALL 2017
Confirmation

9th Graders
There will be a parent/youth meeting beginning at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, September 13, 2017.  We will be talking about the Senior High youth group and the National Youth Gathering for grades 9-12.  Immediately following the informational meeting we ask that the parents and students of the graduating 9th grade Confirmation class stay to discuss the Confirmation Retreat and the Confirmation Service.


7th and 8th Grade
Confirmation is our educational program for 7th and 8th graders and meets on Wednesday nights during the school year starting at 6:30pm.  There is also special fellowship and service events throughout the year.

The Confirmation year starts with a parent and student meeting on Wednesday, September 20th at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  All families with 7th and 8th grade students should plan to attend that meeting to formally register and learn about our plan for Confirmation this year.



8th through 12th graders…Plan to join us in the summer of 2018 for the National Youth Gathering in Houston, TX!  Prepare to be inspired, meet new people, share your love of Christ and serve others as we do God’s work for the life of the world.  Look for more details in the coming months as we plan and raise funds for this inspiring and important faith journey.  
For more information go to gathering@elca.org 

There will also be an informational meeting regarding this and the senior high youth group on Wednesday, September 13th at 7:00 PM for parents and youth

FALL 2017

What is Lutheran?
Join us for a five-week sermon series on Martin Luther and his teachings in celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.


October 1 - Martin Luther: the Man, the Myth, the Legend
This year we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the reformation, which was kicked off on October 31, 1517 when a young priest named Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenburg, Germany.  This first week we learn about his influential life.

October 8 - The Solas: Grace, Faith, Scripture 
The early reformers sought to lift up the core principles of the Christian faith and life, in Latin: Sola Gratia (Grace Alone), Sola Fide (Faith Alone), and Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone).

October 15 - Sinners & Saints
The church, which is the people of God (not a building or an organization), is messy and holy.  As Christians we live in this paradox as sinners (people who need a right relationship with God) and saints (people who already have right relationship with God).

October 22 - Where is God?  Not Where Youth Might Expect (Youth Confirmation Day)
The Theology of the Cross, a foundational Lutheran teaching, assures us that the cross is God’s promise to be present in the last place you might expect: in the midst of suffering, oppression, violence, and even death.  

October 29 - Always Reforming (Reformation Day 2017)
The Reformation started 500 years ago, but has not ended yet (and won’t end).  God’s Spirit continues to move in churches around the world (and right here at Elk River Lutheran) continuing to call us

Faith in Action at ERLC!

This year we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.  Martin Luther said “faith is a living, daring confidence in God's grace."  Reflecting on Luther's quote and our own mission statement that begins “Trusting in God’s Grace,” our stewardship theme for this year will be "Faith in Action."  

The fall stewardship program will begin on Sunday, November 5, with a Ministry Fair on November 12.  Sunday, November 19 has been designated Stewardship Sunday with an opportunity to complete our Time and Talent forms, as well as our giving cards.

Our focus will be on the various ways that we, as members of Elk River Lutheran Church, can and do use our time, talents and financial resources to serve God and neighbor.  Faith in action -- active in our church, active in our community, and active in our world!


This is an exciting year for the Adult Faith Formation (AFF) Team!  

We are responsible for providing learning opportunities for the adults in the congregation.  The reason for our excitement lies in the development of Living in Faith Everyday (LIFE) small groups. These groups will focus on the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.  See the enclosed article, which explains LIFE groups in more detail.  
Everyone is encouraged to participate. 
 
There are many other opportunities available for Bible Study and /or adult education at ERLC as noted below:

· -Men’s Group meets every Saturday at 8:00 AM to focus on readings and the gospel for the upcoming Sunday.  

· -Pastor Nathan leads a similar study based on the upcoming Sunday lessons/gospel on Tuesday mornings at 9:30am

· -Women are invited to join in the study of the GATHER magazine, an ELCA publication, held the second Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM led by Barb Overbye & Karen Maher. 

· -A study on the Book of Acts every other Thursday evening led by Conni & John Natwick meeting at 7:00 PM but will be suspended during the October LIFE groups. 
· - A study of the Small Catechism is being planned to begin sometime after the LIFE groups conclude in October.  Date and time to be determined.  

AFF also hosts Movie nights usually held in the summer months on the last Sunday of the month.  So far, we have viewed “God is Not Dead” in July and “Rick Steeves Martin Luther” on August 27th.  Popcorn is provided! These videos are available in the church office.  The camaraderie as well as group discussion is a great way to spend an evening with other members of the congregation!  

We are also working with the Marcus Theatre here in Elk River to view “Martin Luther: The idea that Changed the World.” This movie was developed by an advisory group of different denominations of Lutheran Churches including the ELCA. This movie can be viewed on PBS on September _12 __ at 7:00 PM.  This movie may also be shown at our local Elk River movie theater on Thursday, September 21, 2017.  This will be dependent upon how many tickets can be sold.    Details on all of this are still in the works. More information will be forthcoming through church announcements and the weekly updates we receive.  


We encourage everyone to join us in any of these groups.  Your participation makes a difference!  

 Special thanks to all of the AFF team members who are as follows:  Myron Grams, Pastor Nathan Mugaas, Conni & John Natwick, Jodi Rosati, Diana Schansberg, Adam Schulz, Michelle & Vaughn Smith, Carol Vikstrom, Lorie & Tom Werk



FALL 2017

Adult Faith Formation
FALL 2017

LIFE (Living In Faith Everyday) Groups

The purpose of LIFE Groups is to foster meaningful 
relationships between people on the journey of faith.

Starting October 1st and Meeting Weekly for Five Weeks

LIFE (Living in Faith Everyday) Groups are:
· Groups of 8-12 people
· People who meet in homes with a designated LIFE Group Host
· “Sermon Chats,” which are guided conversations based around the previous week’s sermon and scripture readings led by a designated LIFE Group Facilitator.
· Weekly gatherings for five weeks following each Sunday in the month of October.

Here are our most frequently asked questions:

How Important Are LIFE Groups?
Very Important! They are the place where the real ministry of the church takes place as we encourage, support, and challenge one another.  God doesn’t want any of us to be left to walk alone – we need each other.  We want to be a church, not a crowd! 

What Is a LIFE Group?
A LIFE Group is made up of 8-12 people who meet weekly to study, to share, and to support one another in their Christian lives.  Each group is led by a trained facilitator and host. A typical meeting lasts for an hour and a half, with light refreshments.  

Are LIFE Groups relational or educational?
They are both!  We want people to form significant relationships with other Christians while learning and growing in faith together.  Small group conversations take place around topic of that week’s sermon and each group will decide how in-depth the study goes.  You do not have to be an expert to study the Bible and explore faith in this way.

What Will We Study?
The studies are based on the previous Sunday’s sermon.  Our LIFE Groups are built upon what we call a “Lecture‑Lab” model.  If you imagine the weekend sermon as a lecture on Christian living, then the group meeting is a lab where you get to roll up your sleeves and discuss how the sermon works out in real life.  This fall’s theme is “What is Lutheran?”  In celebration of the 500th anniversary of the reformation, each week will explore different aspects of Martin Luther’s life and teachings.

Which Group Should I Join?
It’s really up to you!  Groups may work best when you share common interests, backgrounds, marital status or similar aged children.  Don’t feel bad about joining a group where you already know some people, because growing deeper with people is as important as meeting new people.

How Long Does A Group Last?
By joining a group now you are committing to be a part of that group for five weeks (including doing the “homework”) starting the weekend of October 1st.
Continued on next page…
What About Childcare?
We leave it up to each family to work out their own childcare, but some groups will work together to have childcare available.  Sometimes it works best for families to share a sitter or to swap childcare with another family whose group meets on a different evening or time.  Many groups meet in a home that allows the kids to play in one part of the house, while the adults meet in a separate part of the house.

How Do I Sign Up? 
There will be group sign-up sheets in the fellowship hall.  Also, if you have a group of friends who would like to start a new group, that’s great!  Talk to Pastor Nathan with any questions.

When and Where Do These Groups Meet?
Our LIFE Groups will meet on various days and nights of the week in homes throughout the community.  And a few of them may actually meet at the church or other locations.
July 2017 Financials

July Expenses: $28,651
July Income:     $37,868

YTD Expenses: $215,349
YTD Income:     $247,268

Building Fund Balance:  $99,096
Dedicated Fund Balance:  $41,511
FALL 2017

FALL 2017

The meanings of Holy Communion are rich and varied, as is the history of its celebration among Christians. We are reminded the New Testament origins of such a holy meal: both Jesus’ last supper as recorded in the Gospels of Mark, Matthew and Luke and in Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. The early church came to understand themselves as Jesus’ followers “in the breaking of the bread” (Luke 24:35). This meal, therefore, is central to our identity as Lutherans and a mark of unity with other Christians who are also practicing more frequent communion.  The Church celebrates Holy Communion frequently because the Church needs the sacrament;  it is the means by which the church’s fellowship is established and its mission as the baptized people of God is nourished and sustained.  

Luther himself spoke both of frequent reception and regular preparation. The words 'given for you' and 'shed for you ... for the forgiveness of sin,' when accompanied by the physical eating and drinking, are the essential thing in the sacrament. Whoever believes in these very words has what they state, the 'forgiveness of sin.' Where there is forgiveness of sin, there is also life and salvation." The 'communion of saints' refers to communing with those who have gone before us. With the custom of kneeling around a half circle, we are communing with the saints on the other half of the circle. Not all churches have a chancel that offers a kneeling rail but it is still a visual concept to keep in mind as we come forward, that vision of those who have gone before standing beside and behind the servers.  After receiving the bread and wine, it is not necessary to say 'thank you' to the server. The body and blood are gifts from God. If you wish to say something, a gentle 'Amen' is appropriate. 
A concern is sometimes raised if weekly celebrations of Holy Communion will make the sacrament less ‘special.’ In fact, it seems from the experience of many that just the opposite is the case. The sacrament has become more meaningful. With frequent celebrations, people find that the Body of Christ sustains them through a variety of experiences. Joy, grief, hope, repentance, thanksgiving, anxiety, and other aspects of life are all met with the grace of God in Jesus Christ made present in bread and wine.

At Elk River Lutheran Church, we celebrate communion weekly at both services. This has been our tradition since we began in 2009. We practice open communion, meaning all who are present at a service are welcome at the Lord’s Table. Children are of special interest at this meal. If they are not of an age to commune yet, they are still welcome to come forward with their parents for a blessing. The ushers will offer them small packs of child-friendly crackers as they move into the aisle with their parents.
In an effort to accommodate all dietary needs/preferences, our communion trays hold both cups of red wine and cups of white grape juice for the communicant to choose, easily distinguished by color. There are also Gluten-free wafers. We hope you’ll join us for worship and participate in Holy Communion.

AFF also hosts Movie nights usually held in the Summer months on the last Sunday of the month.  So far, we have viewed “God is Not Dead” in July and “Rick Steeves Martin Luther” on August 27th.  Popcorn is provided! These videos are available in the church office.  The camaraderie as well as group discussion is a great way to spend an evening with other members of the congregation!  

We encourage everyone to join us in any of these groups.  Your participation makes a difference!  

 Special thanks to all of the AFF team members who are as follows:  Myron Grams, Pastor Nathan Mugaas, Conni & John Natwick, Jodi Rosati, Diana Schansberg, Adam Schulz, Michelle & Vaughn Smith, Carol Vikstrom, Lorie & Tom Werk
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