
 
  

  
 

 

 

 

The Gathering of God’s People 
Welcome to Elk River Lutheran Church 
You are invited to share in the Lord’s Supper. 
Children are invited to participate in worship and communion.  
Nursery is available, should you desire it.  
Restrooms: in fellowship area and lower level. 
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
GATHERING SONG: 
“Praise the Lord” 
 

CHORUS 

Praise the Lord, o my soul! 

I will praise the Lord as long as I 

live. 

I will sing praises to my God, 

Even with my dying breath. 

 

VERSE 1 

He is the One who made the 

Heaven and earth, 

The sea and ev’rything in it. 

He is the One who keeps every 

promise forever. 

He gives justice to the oppressed 

And sets the pris’ner free. 

 

CHORUS 

Praise the Lord, o my soul! 

I will praise the Lord as long as I 

live. 

I will sing praises to my God, 

Even with my dying breath. 

 

VERSE 2 

He is the One who feeds the 

hungry 

And opens the eyes of the blind. 

He lifts up the burdens of those  

beneath heavy loads; 

The stranger, He protects  
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and righteous one, He loves. 

 

CHORUS  

Praise the Lord, o my soul! 

I will praise the Lord as long as I 

live. 

I will sing praises to my God, 

Even with my dying breath. 

 

BRIDGE  

The Lord will reign forever. 

Our God is King to all generations. 

The Lord will reign forever, our 

God.  

(REPEAT) 

 

We will... 

 

 

CHORUS 

...Praise the Lord, o my soul! 

We will praise the Lord as long as 

we live. 

We will sing praises to our God, 

Even with our dying breath. 

 

We will praise the Lord, o my soul! 

We will praise the Lord as long as 

we live. 

We will sing praises to our God, 

Even with our dying breath. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS (P.94): 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, 
who leads us into the light of grace. 
Amen. 
 
God of all time, 
We confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among 
us. We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice 
and peace. In your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome 
your light and to seek the things that will endure until Christ comes 
again in glory. 
Amen. 
 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven and all things are made new. Rejoice in this 
good news. 
Amen. 
 



 

 
SONG OF PRAISE:  
“How Firm a Foundation” 
 
VERSE 1 
How firm a foundation, O 
saints of the Lord, is laid for 
your faith in Christ Jesus, 
the Word! 
What more can he say than 
to you he has said who unto 
the Savior for refuge have 
fled? 
 
VERSE 2 
"Fear not, I am with you, oh, 
be not dismayed, for I am 
your God and will still give 
you aid; 
I'll strengthen you, help you, 
and cause you to stand, 
upheld by my righteous, 
omnipotent hand." 
 

VERSE 3 
"When through fiery trials 
your pathway shall lie, my 
grace, all-sufficient, shall be 
your supply. 
The flames shall not hurt 
you; I only design 
your dross to consume and 
your gold to refine." 
 

VERSE 4 
"Throughout all their 
lifetime my people shall 
prove my sov'reign, eternal, 
unchangeable love; and 
then, when gray hairs shall 
their temples adorn, 
like lambs they shall still in 
my bosom be borne." 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
Let us pray.  
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the 
countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more 
clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day 
praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

 

 



 

First Reading: Samuel 3:1-10 
  1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word 
of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
  2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet 
gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the 
ark of God was. 4Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, 
“Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he 
said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The Lord 
called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, 
for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 
7Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not 
yet been revealed to him. 8The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And 
he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli 
perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, 
“Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your 
servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10Now the 
Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
 
Psalm: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
 1Lord, you have searched me out; 
  O Lord, you have known me. 
 2You know my sitting down and my rising up; 
  you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 3You trace my journeys and my resting-places 
  and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 
  but you, O Lord, know it altogether.  
 5You encompass me, behind and before, 
  and lay your hand upon me. 
 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
  it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
 13For you yourself created my inmost parts; 
  you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
 14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 
  your works are wonderful, and I know it well.  
 15My body was not hid-  den from you, 
  while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 



 

  
16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them 
were written in your book; 
  my days were fashioned before they came to be. 
 17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! 
  How great is the sum of them! 
 18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the 
sand; to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.  
 
Please stand for the Gospel 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: John 1:43-51 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 
him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew 
and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him 
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of 
Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come 
out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw 
Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite 
in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get 
to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before 
Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! 
You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I 
told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things 
than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see 
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon 
the Son of Man.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SERMON       PASTOR NATHAN MUGAAS 

 
 
 
 

 
 



SONG OF THE DAY 
“Joyful (the One Who 
Saves)”  
VERSE 1 
Joyful, joyful, we adore You, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flow'rs 
before You, 
Opening to the sun above. 
 
VERSE 2 
Melt the clouds of sin and 
sadness; 
Drive the dark of doubt 
away. 
Giver of eternal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day! 
 
CHORUS  
You are the One who saves, 
You are the One who saves! 
You are the One whose 
hands lift us from the 
grave! 
You are the Light of life, the 
everlasting day! 
You are the One who takes 
all our sins away! 
 
VERSE 3 
You are giving and 
forgiving, 
Ever blessing, ever blessed, 

Fountain of the joy of 
living, 
Ocean depths of happy 
rest! 
 
CHORUS  
You are the One who saves, 
You are the One who saves! 
You are the One whose 
hands lift us from the 
grave! 
You are the Light of life, the 
everlasting day! 
You are the One who takes 
all our sins away! 
 
VERSE 4 
All Your works with joy 
surround You, 
Earth and heav’n reflect 
Your rays, 
Stars and angels sing 
around You, 
Center of unbroken praise. 
 
CHORUS  
You are the One who saves, 
You are the One who saves! 
You are the One whose 
hands lift us from the 
grave! 
You are the Light of life, the 
everlasting day! You are 



 

the One who takes all our 
sins away! 
 
 
 

ENDING 
You are the One who takes 
all our sins away 
You are the One who takes 
all our sins away 

 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED: 
       I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
       I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
        I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
OFFERTORY   
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER: 
Let us pray, 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness 
you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our  



 
possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world 
with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Words of Institution: 
P     In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:   
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen 

 
Communion Invitation 
 
Communion Distribution                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
COMMUNION SONG  
“Amazing Grace (My Chains are 
Gond)” 

 

VERSE 1 

Amazing grace, how sweet the 

sound, that saved a wretch like 

me. I once was lost but now I’m 

found, was blind but now I see. 

 

VERSE 2 

‘Twas grace that taught my 

heart to fear, And grace my 

fears relieved. 

How precious did that grace 

appear The hour I first believed. 

 

CHORUS 

My chains are gone. 

I’ve been set free, 

 My God, my Savior has 

ransomed me. 

And like a flood His mercy rains, 

 Unending love, amazing grace. 

 

VERSE 3 

The Lord has promised good to 

me, His word my hope secures. 

He will my shield and portion 

be, As long as life endures. 

 

CHORUS 

My chains are gone. 

I’ve been set free, My God, my 

Savior has ransomed me. 

And like a flood His mercy rains, 

 Unending love, amazing grace. 

 

CHORUS 

My chains are gone. 

I’ve been set free, My God, my 

Savior has ransomed me. 

And like a flood His mercy rains, 

 Unending love, amazing grace. 

 

VERSE 4 

The earth shall soon dissolve 

like snow, The sun forebear to 

shine. 

But God, who called me here 

below, Will be forever mine, 

 Will be forever mine. 

You are forever mine. 

 
  
 

 

 



 

Communion Blessing 
 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ strengthen you and keep you in  
God's grace. 
Amen. 
 
Communion Prayer 
 
Let us pray. 
 
God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the 
cup we share.  
Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us 
forth to be your people in the world,  
announcing your coming among us 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING OF CONGREGATION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you  
with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor  

and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING SONG  
“This Little Light of Mine” 
 
Verse 1 
This little light of mine, I'm 
gonna let it shine; 
This little light of mine, I'm 
gonna let it shine; 
This little light of mine, I'm 
gonna let it shine; 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it 
shine. 

 
Verse 2 
Ev’ry where I go,  
I'm gonna let it shine; 
Ev’ry where I go,  
I'm gonna let it shine; 
Ev’ry where I go,  
I'm gonna let it shine; 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it 
shine. 
 
 
 



 

 
Verse 3 
Jesus gave it to me,  
I'm gonna let it shine; 
Jesus gave it to me,  
I'm gonna let it shine; 
Jesus gave it to me,  
I'm gonna let it shine; 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it 
shine. 

 
Verse 4 
This little light of mine,  
I'm gonna let it shine; 
This little light of mine,  
I'm gonna let it shine; 
This little light of mine,  
I'm gonna let it shine; 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it 
shine. 

 

SENDING DIALOG 
Go in peace. Share the good news. 
We will! Thanks be to God. 


