July 11, 2021 • 10:30am
Episode 2:
Family Matters -- Historical Books

WELCOME
to Elk River Lutheran Church
Welcome to Elk River Lutheran Church! Whether you are joining us in-person or online, we’re glad
you’re here. Elk River Lutheran Church is a forward-thinking congregation made up of people of all
ages. We are a pretty new church (formed in 2009), located in a remodeled bank building on the
Mississippi River in downtown Elk River. Our mission is: Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting, joyful
community, serving God and neighbor.
Each Sunday, we have two vibrant Sunday morning worship services. The first, at 8:30 am, is a
traditional Lutheran service that follows liturgical settings from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship
(ELW) hymnal. Our 10:30 am contemporary service has music led by an acoustic worship band and
maintains many key elements of Lutheran worship.
We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and celebrate the work
we’re able to do together as a denomination (to learn more about the ELCA visit www.elca.org). We
welcome all people and as a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation that welcome extends to the
LGBTQ+ community.
We hope and pray you have a wonderful worship experience here today and invite you to join us
again. There are many opportunities to participate and volunteer with the ministries of ERLC. Visit
our website: https://www.elkriverlutheran.org.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Available in ERLC Parking Lot on 88.3FM
WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS
BLESSING OF SUMMER FESTIVAL CAMPERS
Clara Anderson
Emma Anderson
Audrey Horner
Alex Howland
Lisa Sampson
OPENING SONG: “The Table”
CHORUS
Come all you weary, come and find
His yoke is easy; His burden light.
He is able; He will restore
At the table of the Lord.

VERSE 3
There is healing at the table of the Lord.
There is healing at the table of the Lord.
Oh, and I won't suffer anymore at His table.
CHORUS

VERSE 1
I will feast at the table of the Lord.
I will feast at the table of the Lord.
I won't hunger anymore at His table.
CHORUS
VERSE 2
There is peace at the table of the Lord.
There is peace at the table of the Lord.
I won't worry anymore at His table.

BRIDGE
I know He has a place for me.
Oh, what joy will fill my heart
With the saints around the mercy seat of
God.
CHORUS
VERSE 4
I'm invited to the table of the Lord.
I'm invited to the table of the Lord.
He says come just as you are to His table.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray,
Loving God, open our hearts and minds to hear your holy Word. Deepen our knowledge and
understanding of the Bible, that it may be a living guide for us, in the name Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING: Ruth 1:6-18
6 Then

she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for she had heard in
the country of Moab that the Lord had considered his people and given them food. 7 So she set out
from the place where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and they went on their
way to go back to the land of Judah. 8 But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of
you to your mother’s house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and
with me. 9 The Lord grant that you may find security, each of you in the house of your husband.” Then
she kissed them, and they wept aloud. 10 They said to her, “No, we will return with you to your
people.” 11 But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters, why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in

my womb that they may become your husbands? 12 Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am
too old to have a husband. Even if I thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband
tonight and bear sons, 13 would you then wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain from
marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for you, because the hand of the
Lord has turned against me.” 14 Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but
Ruth clung to her.
So she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your
sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said,
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“Do not press me to leave you
or to turn back from following you!
Where you go, I will go;
where you lodge, I will lodge;
your people shall be my people,
and your God my God.
17 Where you die, I will die—
there will I be buried.
May the Lord do thus and so to me,
and more as well,
if even death parts me from you!”
CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON

Intern Pastor Jeremy Hallquist

SONG OF THE DAY: “Jesus Loves Me”
CHORUS
Jesus loves me, this I know.
Jesus loves me, this I know.
I won't forget, the Bible says
That He loves me so.

VERSE 2
It was just three nails
That held Him on that cross.
But God was not restrained
For He was there by choice.
As He gave His life
For a world He loved.
So, the earth replied
In this age-old song.

VERSE 1
It was just three words,
But it changed my life.
Just a childlike truth
That consumed my mind.
From my life's first breath
Till the day I rise,
All I need to know
Is this age-old line.

CHORUS
BRIDGE
Yes, Jesus loves me
And His love won't forsake me, I know.
Oh, yes, Jesus loves me,
Oh, He loves me so

CHORUS

BRIDGE
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VERSE 3
It was just three days,
But it changed our world
For when there seemed no way,
From the grave, He rose.

BRIDGE 2
Yes, Jesus loves me,
Yes, Jesus loves me,
Yes, Jesus loves me,
The Bible tells me so.

CHORUS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Jesus said, “Just as I have loved you, you should love one another.” (John 13:43)
Help us to live powered by love.
The Apostle Paul calls us to “a true living faith, active through love.” (Galatians 5:6)
Help us to live powered by love.
We are encouraged to “be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ
has forgiven you.” (Ephesians 4:32)
Help us to live powered by love.
Most merciful God,
We have fallen short in our calling to love one another. Our selfishness, greed, and apathy,
we confess to you. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may live Powered by
Love. Amen.
Hear the good news! While we were yet sinners, Jesus Christ died for us to forgive our sins. You are
wonderfully and marvelously created in God’s image, filled with God’s love, and called to share that
love with the world.
Thanks be to God! Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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COMMUNION SONG: “For All That You Have Done”
VERSE 1
Your grace will never be forgot.
Your mercy all my life
Will be my soul's forever song,
My story and my light.

VERSE 3
In all our failures and regrets,
You've always led us home.
Redemption's arm has raised us up,
Our triumph in the storm.

VERSE 2
From mountaintop to valley low,
Through laughter and through tears,
Surely the goodness of my God
Will follow all the years.

VERSE 4
In unity we'll stand as one.
As family we'll go
Shoulder to shoulder, hand in hand
Into the great unknown.

CHORUS
For all that You have done for us,
For every battle won,
We'll raise a song to bless Your heart;
For all that You have done.

CHORUS

OFFERING
Let us pray,
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
SENDING BLESSING
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SENDING SONG: “Magnificent Marvelous, Matchless Love”
VERSE 1
Magnificent, marvelous, matchless love
Too vast and astounding to tell,
Forever existing in worlds above,
Now offered and given to all.
Oh, fountain of beauty eternal,
The Father, the Spirit, the Son,
Sufficient and endlessly generous,
Magnificent, marvelous, matchless love.

CHORUS
How great, how sure,
God’s love endures forevermore.
Magnificent, marvelous, matchless love.
VERSE 3
What grace that You
entered our brokenness;
You came in the fullness of time.
How far we had fallen from righteousness
But not from the mercies of Christ.
Your cross is our door to redemption;
Your death is our fullness of life.
That day, how forgiveness
flowed as a flood,
Magnificent, marvelous, matchless love.

VERSE 2
Creation is brimming with thankfulness,
The mountains, exultant they stand,
The seasons rejoice in Your faithfulness,
All life is sustained by Your hand.
You crown every meadow with color;
You paint every shade in the sky.
Each day the dawn wakes as an encore of
Magnificent, marvelous, matchless love.

BRIDGE
United in Your resurrection,
You lift us to infinite heights.
Could anything sever or take us from
Magnificent, marvelous, matchless love.

SENDING
“Go in peace, share the good news”
“We will, thanks be to God!”
Liturgy, songs and lyrics are reprinted with permission. Current copyright licenses held with CCLI, OneLicense, and Augsburg
Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator
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Episode 2: Family Matters
Historical Books:
The historical books cover about
1,000 years, beginning as the
Israelite people enter into the
promised land and culminating
with the return to Jerusalem
following a divided kingdom and
near destruction of the people of
Israel. Within these books, you will
find the story of the rise and fall of King David, the breaking of a single kingdom into a northern and southern
kingdom, and the period of exile and captivity because of the faithlessness of God's people. Through it all,
there remains a common, consistent thread; God remains faithful to the promise made to God's people. The
final three books in this collection, Ezra, Esther, and Nehemiah, tell the story of God bringing the people of
Israel back to their homeland after captivity and the rebuilding of Jerusalem's temple.

Joshua:
Joshua is a story of violent conquest and fulfillment of God’s promise to the people of God as they enter into
the land they were promised. Joshua picks up the story where Deuteronomy ends. Chronicled within its pages
are the conquests of God’s people, the dividing of the land between the tribes of Judah (Jacob’s Sons or
Joseph’s brothers). The book culminates in Joshua’s farewell address and the directive to follow all the laws
that they received from Moses.

Judges:
The book of Judges is written in the time that Joshua has died,
and the people of Israel are without a leader. With no one to
give them direction, they are left to their own devices and
quickly fall into a pattern of behavior that strays from God's
covenant with God's people. (See graphic) Judges enter the
story to help deal with the issues amongst the people and to
protect and lead them in times of conflict. The book of Judges
reminds the Israelite people what happens when actions, hate
and unfaithfulness turn inward, causing their own
destruction.
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Ruth:
Ruth recounts the story of a foreign-born, Moabite woman who lived during the time of the Judges when a
famine spread across the land. Where death and loss, destruction and famine would take hold of God's
people, Ruth turns the story to hope and a reminder of God's promise. (Ruth1:16-17) Ruth, a foreigner,
becomes the great-grandmother of King David.

1 & 2 Samuel:
In the books of Samuel, we read about the rise and fall of Kings and Kingdoms. The book of Kings starts with
the request from the people of Israel to instate a King (1 Samuel 8) and Samuel's proclamation that a king will
do more harm than good. The books of Samuel follow the rise and demise of King Saul and King David, who led
from different places. Saul follows his own heart, and David follows God’s heart. While neither leader is
perfect, there are other qualities of each that God uses. These books invite us to wonder and reflect how we
live in a world with imperfect leaders and where God continues to remain faithful, often despite those
moments where leaders fail.

1 & 2 Kings:
In the opening chapters of 1 Kings, we hear the story of the
ambitious King Solomon, the son of David and Bathsheba. It doesn't
take long for the story to unfold, and Solomon kills Adonijah, the
eldest living son of David's legitimate lineage. 1 Kings. 1 Kings paints
a portrait of a leader bent on securing the throne and yet wise
beyond his years in dealing with the affairs of God's people. (1 Kings
3:16-28- Dividing a baby in half). Solomon is credited for building an
ornate temple in Jerusalem at the cost of the lives of his people,
which ultimately leads to the rebellion and division of the Kingdom
into the northern (Israel) and southern (Judah) kingdoms.
In 722 BC, the Assyrian army invaded Israel scattering the people in the northern kingdom, and the
Babylonians scattered the land of Judah. By the end of 2 Kings, the people of God no longer inhabit their
promised land. The people of God had been enslaved, scattered, and destroyed by their enemies.

1 & 2 Chronicles:
The last book of the Hebrew Bible and gives a retelling of the entire story line up to this point. Beginning with
the genealogies from Adam to David, it retells the positive elements of Israel’s past and a hope for the
promised post-exile rebuilding of God’s temple and the promised messianic king. At the end of Chronicles, we
catch a glimmer of hope as Persian powers come to be and release the people of Israel back to their temple in
Jerusalem, returning them to their promised land. (2 Chronicles 36:23)
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Ezra:
In the book of Ezra, God's people are on the move back to Jerusalem to rebuild their temple. Ezra chronicles
the rebuilding of the temple, the lineage of those who returned, and the prayers and reflections of the scribe
Ezra as the work is going on. Ezra invites the people of Israel to remember their God and to remember the
laws that Moses had passed down to them. He invites people to hear and bear witness to the faithfulness of
God that was and is. “For we are slaves; yet in our bondage God has not forsaken us, but has extended
lovingkindness to us in the sight of the kings of Persia, to give us reviving to raise up the house of our God, to
restore its ruins and to give us a wall in Judah and Jerusalem. (Ezra 9:9)

Nehemiah:
Where Ezra chronicles the first two trips returning to
Jerusalem to rebuild the temple, Nehemiah follows the
third trip following their exile in Babylon. Nehemiah was
not a prophet or priest like Ezra but a simple layman who
understood the importance of leadership within a
community in order to preserve the remanent of the
people of Israel left. Often a book that points to
leadership and leadership capacities, its insights also hold
out hope that the people of God could work together to
accomplish their goal. The task at hand was to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem while protecting themselves
from their enemies, thus working towards the physical safety of God's people. Partnering with Ezra, Nehemiah
worked towards rebuilding the spiritual awakening as well as the political and religious future of the people of
God.

Esther:
While Esther comes last in the order of historical books, the timeline for this comes in between Ezra and
Nehemiah. Where the other two books hint at the connection of Persia to the people of Israel, Esther details
how a simple Jewish girl became the queen of Persia and helped assist in restoring God's people along the
way. While God is not explicitly mentioned in this book, one can easily identify the thread of God’s faithfulness
and the dedication to the promise God made.
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Episode 2: Historical Books
Weekly Reading
Monday: Joshua 24
What word of promise do you hear in the words of Joshua?

Tuesday: Judges 2:6- 3:11
Judges is full of both promise and unfaithfulness. Promise that despite our best-efforts God still
upholds God’s end of the promise. How has this cycle, or pattern played out in the world today?

Wednesday: 1 Samuel 2:1-11
This prayer has become known as part of the Mary’s Magnificat. The words point to a role reversal in
the world. Those high will be brought low, and those lowly will be exalted. This theme plays out
throughout the entirety of Samuel and Kings and the relationship to power and control. How do you
see God working in the world either through or despite leaders?

Thursday: 1 Kings 12:1-24
Leadership is challenging. As we study history, we become more aware of how leaders shape the
course of history and invite us into places where our faithfulness or faithlessness interfere with God’s
promise for the future.

Friday: Ezra 6:13-7:10
Ezra leads God’s people back to Jerusalem and helps to rebuild the temple confronting and lifting up
the things within God’s people that lead them astray. How does history challenge and invite us to see
the world with new lenses?

Saturday: Nehemiah 7:1-73
History helps us think about those who participated in the journey. We learn as much about the how
as we do about the who. What has been your experience with the book of Nehemiah? What value do
you see in this book?
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Prayer Requests
Thanks for lifting these up in prayer!
Praise the Lord (joys and answered prayers):
• Andrew and Bailey (Lundquist) Zerban, married
Saturday April 19
In Sympathy
• Friends and Family of Sandra Lund, sister-inlaw to Pat Kyro
• Friends and Family of John Wingard, father of
Tom Wingard
For Support:
• John and Vicki Sackmeister, Friends and
Family. In remembrance of Michelle
Sackmeister gone July 2, 2010. Forever in our
hearts.
• John Barth’s wife Marge, his children and
families
• Mary Culver (Friend of the Hallquist Family)
• John Ernst and Carol Black
• Linda and Mike Cheney
• Jan Bucher
• All military personnel and their families

Summer Festival Camp – High School
(Sunday July 11 – Wednesday July 14)
• Clara Anderson
• Emma Anderson
• Audrey Horner
• Alex Howland
• Lisa Sampson
Health concerns:
• John Barth, hospice for cancer. John was an
English Teacher and Athletic Director at ERHS.
• David Boyer, uncle of Linda Nielsen
• Steve Lindberg
• Don Saterbak in hospice, father of Diane
Harding
• Elvi Peterson
• Carol Sindelir
• Margaret Blahosky, friend of Donn and Vicki
Granros (cancer of the lung and liver) .
• Diane McGrath, pancreatic cancer
• Mike Cheney, continued healing from stroke
• Ken Bucher
• Kris West, daughter of Bob and Sue Hagen
• Duane Jerde

Prayer Concerns: can be shared by emailing linda@elkriverlutheran.org or by contacting the church office at
(763) 595-1216, or by visiting the church website at elkriverlutheran.org
Generally, names will run for 3 weeks. If more time is needed, please call the church office
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THIS WEEK

Men’s Bible Study

SUNDAY July 11
Summer Festival Camp
high school begins
8:30am – Traditional Worship Service
(Indoors in Sanctuary)
9:30am – Fellowship Hour (Community
Room)
10:30am – Contemporary Worship
Service
(Outdoors and Online)

Saturday mornings at 8am
Meeting on Zoom
Find the link at elkriverlutheran.org/adultministries.html

MONDAY July 12
6:30pm – Beer & Hymns
TUESDAY July 13
9am – Quilting (ERLC Basement)
6:30pm – Internship Committee
WEDNESDAY July 14
Summer Festival Camp
high school returns
3pm – Worship/Music Team Meeting
THURSDAY July 15
10am – Genealogy Group
(Community Room)
11am – Binge the Bible Breakdown
LIVE on Facebook & Youtube

Get more from the “Binge the Bible” series than
cannot be covered on a Sunday morning.

Art Camp
July 27-29 10:00 – 11:30 am
Grades 4-6 Cost $25
Register at elkriverlutheran.org > Ministries >
Children, Youth and Family

Beer & Hymns

SATURDAY July 17
8am - Men’s Bible Study
(Zoom Bible Study)
NEXT SUNDAY July 18
Summer Festival Camp
middle school begins
8:30am – Traditional Worship Service
(Indoors in Sanctuary)
9:30am – Fellowship Hour (Community
Room)
10:30am – Contemporary Worship
Service
(Outdoors and Online)

July 12, 2021 – 6:30pm
ERLC Lower Parking Lot
Drink Slowly • Sing Loudly • Make Friends
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Register your family to attend
at elkriverlutheran.org
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STAFF
If you have specific questions or needs, please feel free to contact any of the church staff:
Pastor Nathan Mugaas
763-242-8347
pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org
Intern Pastor Jeremy Hallquist
612-201-6382
jeremy@elkriverlutheran.org
Linda Nielsen
Office Manager
612-845-7335
linda@elkriverlutheran.org

Taylor Quinn
Director of Music Ministry and Worship
816-519-2719
taylor@elkriverlutheran.org
Lisa Sampson
Director of Children, Youth and Family
612-750-3959
lisa@elkriverlutheran.org
Brian Harding
Custodian
Lori Sundman
Bookkeeper
763-595-1216
ERLCBookkeeper@gmail.com

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Sarah Chur
Ron Stricker
Sue Hales
John Auel

Kari Christianson
Mark Johnson
Dave Katzner
Ruth Lemke
Michele Smith
Jennifer Stanley

Elk
ElkRiver
RiverLutheran
LutheranChurch
Church
729
729Main
MainStreet
Street––Elk
ElkRiver,
River,MN
MN55330
55330
(763)
(763)595-1216
595-1216
www.elkriverlutheran.org
www.elkriverlutheran.org
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Church
ChurchOffice
OfficeHours:
Hours:Mon-Thurs
Mon-Thurs99am
am––44pm;
pm;Fri
FriClosed
Closed

