
  
 

 

 

  

 

July 25, 2021 • 10:30am 

Episode 4:  

The Truth We Need to Hear -- The Prophets 



WELCOME  
to Elk River Lutheran Church 

 

Welcome to Elk River Lutheran Church! Whether you are joining us in-person or online, we’re glad 
you’re here. Elk River Lutheran Church is a forward-thinking congregation made up of people of all 
ages. We are a pretty new church (formed in 2009), located in a remodeled bank building on the 
Mississippi River in downtown Elk River. Our mission is: Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting, joyful 
community, serving God and neighbor.   

Each Sunday, we have two vibrant Sunday morning worship services. The first, at 8:30 am, is a 
traditional Lutheran service that follows liturgical settings from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
(ELW) hymnal. Our 10:30 am contemporary service has music led by an acoustic worship band and 
maintains many key elements of Lutheran worship. 

We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and celebrate the work 
we’re able to do together as a denomination (to learn more about the ELCA visit www.elca.org).  We 
welcome all people and as a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation that welcome extends to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

We hope and pray you have a wonderful worship experience here today and invite you to join us 
again.  There are many opportunities to participate and volunteer with the ministries of ERLC. Visit 
our website: https://www.elkriverlutheran.org. 

  

 

  

http://www.elca.org/
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org/


ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Available in ERLC Parking Lot on 88.3FM 

 
WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS  
 
OPENING SONG:   “I Will Call Upon the Lord”          
 
VERSE  
I will call upon the Lord  
Who is worthy to be praised  
So shall I be saved from my enemies  
I will call upon the Lord 
 

CHORUS  
The Lord liveth 
And blessed be the Rock 
And may the God of our salvation be exalted 
The Lord liveth 
And blessed be the Rock 
And may the God of our salvation be exalted 
 
VERSE 
 
CHORUS

 
 
BIBLICAL PREVIEW 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray,  
Loving God, open our hearts and minds to hear your holy Word. Deepen our knowledge and 
understanding of the Bible, that it may be a living guide for us, in the name Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Micah 6:6-16 
 
6 “With what shall I come before the Lord, 
    and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
    and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God? 
9 The voice of the Lord cries to the city 
    (it is sound wisdom to fear your name): 
Hear, O tribe and assembly of the city! 
10 Can I forget the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, 
    and the scant measure that is accursed? 
11 Can I tolerate wicked scales 
    and a bag of dishonest weights? 
12 Your wealthy are full of violence; 
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    your inhabitants speak lies, 
    with tongues of deceit in their mouths. 
13 Therefore I have begun to strike you down, 
    making you desolate because of your sins. 
14 You shall eat, but not be satisfied, 
    and there shall be a gnawing hunger within you; 
you shall put away, but not save, 
    and what you save, I will hand over to the sword. 
15 You shall sow, but not reap; 
    you shall tread olives, but not anoint yourselves with oil; 
    you shall tread grapes, but not drink wine. 
16 For you have kept the statutes of Omri 
    and all the works of the house of Ahab, 
    and you have followed their counsels. 
Therefore I will make you a desolation, and your inhabitants an object of hissing; 
    so you shall bear the scorn of my people. 
 
SERMON                  Pastor Nathan Mugaas 
 

SONG OF THE DAY:  “Firm Foundation” 
 
CHORUS 
Jesus, You're my firm foundation, 
I know I can stand secure; 
Jesus, You're my firm foundation, 
I put my hope in Your holy Word, 
I put my hope in Your holy Word. 
 
VERSE 1 
I have a living hope, (ECHO) 
I have a future; (ECHO) 
God walks along with me, (ECHO) 
Of this I'm sure, of this I'm sure. 
 

CHORUS 
 
VERSE 2 
Your Word is faithful, (ECHO) 
Mighty in power; (ECHO) 
God will deliver me, (ECHO) 
Of this I'm sure, of this I'm sure. 
 
CHORUS (2X)

 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
  
Jesus said, “Just as I have loved you, you should love one another.” (John 13:43) 
 

Help us to live powered by love. 
 

The Apostle Paul calls us to “a true living faith, active through love.” (Galatians 5:6) 
 

Help us to live powered by love. 
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We are encouraged to “be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 
has forgiven you.” (Ephesians 4:32) 
 

Help us to live powered by love. 
 

Most merciful God, 
 

We have fallen short in our calling to love one another.  Our selfishness, greed, and apathy, 
we confess to you.   Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may live Powered by 
Love.  Amen. 
 

Hear the good news!  While we were yet sinners, Jesus Christ died for us to forgive our sins.  You are 
wonderfully and marvelously created in God’s image, filled with God’s love, and called to share that 
love with the world. 
 

Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
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COMMUNION SONG:  “Sanctuary” 
 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 
Pure and holy, tried and true; 

With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 
Sanctuary for You. 

REPEAT
 
COMMUNION SONG:  “Father, I Adore You” 
 
VERSE 1 
Father, I adore You 
And I lay my life before You. 
How I love You. 
 
VERSE 2 
Jesus, I adore You 
And I lay my life before You. 
How I love You. 
 

VERSE 3 
Spirit, I adore You 
And I lay my life before You. 
How I love You. 

 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  
Amen 
 
 
OFFERING 

 
Let us pray, 
 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
SENDING BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:  “The Church Song”         
 
CHORUS 
We are the church, 
the body of our Lord; 
we are all God’s children. 
We have been restored. 
 
VERSE 1 
The church is not a building 
where people go to pray; 
it’s not made out of sticks and stones, 
it’s not made out of clay.   
 
CHORUS 
 
VERSE 2 
You can go to worship 
but you cannot go to church; 
you can’t find a building that’s alive 
no matter how you search.   

 
CHORUS 
 
VERSE 3 
The church is not a business, 
a committee or a board; 
it’s not a corporation for 
the business of the Lord.   
 
CHORUS 
 
VERSE 4 
The church, it is the people 
living out their lives, 
CALLED, ENLIGHTENED, SANCTIFIED 
for the work of Jesus Christ.  
 
CHORUS (2X)

 
 
SENDING 
 
“Go in peace, share the good news” 
“We will, thanks be to God!” 
 
Liturgy, songs and lyrics are reprinted with permission. Current copyright licenses held with CCLI, OneLicense, and Augsburg 

Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator 
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Episode 4: The Truth We Need To Hear 
 
The Prophets: 
According to the early prophetic texts, a prophet was 
an individual called and equipped by God, chosen to 
speak a specific message to a specific community. 
These prophets often spoke of judgment for failing to 
adhere to God's commands and the consequences 
when people refused to repent from their ways and 
turn to God. Not all prophets spoke of doom and 
gloom, many offered hope and promise to those who 
kept their covenant with God.  
 
These books were divided into Major and Minor 
Prophets simply because of the length of their 
writings. Major Prophets tend to be longer in length 
with a larger focus for their ministry. Mostly written 
during the time of the divided kingdom, these books 
speak to the realities of the people of Israel and Judah and the difficulties of life together in these 
communities.  
 

Isaiah: 
The prophet Isaiah was said to be written between 739-681 B.C. and speaks to the people of Judah who were 
on the precipice of military domination. Fearing that Judah, if ruled by other nations, would turn to their gods, 
Isaiah confronts the leaders, telling them to maintain their faith in God's faithfulness and salvation. The main 
purpose of this book is to communicate God's anger and sorrow for Judah's unfaithfulness and to warn them 
of God's judgment if they continue down the same path. Isaiah calls the people of Judah to repentance and 
trust that "Yahweh Saves" (Meaning of Isaiah.) Isaiah, on the surface, feels like a saga of doom and gloom lays 
the foundation of a coming king, a Messiah, who will fulfill God's promise to the people of Israel.  
 

Jeremiah: 
Jeremiah, the pessimist, called for total repentance and turning back to God, warning that failure to do so 
would lead to the destruction of Judah and the ultimate fall of Jerusalem to outsiders. Jeremiah spoke of the 
hypocrisy of religious leaders, fiscal dishonesty amongst leaders and communities, and the oppressive means 
by which Judah's leaders ruled over their people. Jeremiah called attention to hard truths that the people of 
God needed to hear, naming their sin and their disobedience with God, knowing that ruin would befall their 
city and their people. (Jer. 22:6-8) In 586 B.C., the Babylonians sacked Jerusalem, destroying the temples and 
walls and carrying off God's people.  
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Lamentations: 
The book of Lamentations is a collection of poems and songs of sorrow for the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 
B.C. Accredited to Jeremiah, the prophet who witnessed first-hand the destruction of God's temple and the 
carting off the people of God to be put into slavery. Lamentations 1:1, “How lonely sits the city that was full of 
people! She has become like a widow who was once great among the nations! She who was a princess among 
the provinces has become a forced laborer!” The book describes the anguish of God’s people and the great 
loss because of their lack of faith and obedience to God.  
 

Ezekiel: 
Ezekiel is known for prophesying the destruction of Jerusalem and the work of God's people as they ultimately 
return to the land of Israel. Ezekiel is a contemporary of Jeremiah, and many of the experiences are similar in 
form and structure.  
 

Daniel:  
Daniel was taken into captivity by King Nebuchadnezzar sometime after the fall of 
Jerusalem. The book of Daniel follows his role in the King's court, his steadfast 
faith, and loyalty to God. Daniel is known for his prophetic writings because they 
deal with the current reality of God's people in an apocalyptic way; that they 
predict the fulfillment of God’s promise to God’s people. 
 

Hosea: 
Hosea wrote this book to remind the Israelites—and us—that ours is a loving God whose loyalty to His 
covenant people is unwavering. Despite Israel’s continual turning to false gods, God’s steadfast love is 
portrayed in the long-suffering husband of the unfaithful wife. Hosea’s message is also one of warning to 
those who would turn their backs on God’s love. Through the symbolic presentation of the marriage of Hosea 
and Gomer, God’s love for the idolatrous nation of Israel is displayed in a rich metaphor in the themes of sin, 
judgment, and forgiving love. 
 

Joel: 
The date of Joel’s writing is uncertain; however, he is writing to the people of Judah, and the message is 
obvious. Joel speaks of a coming plague of locusts that represents God's punishment of Judah. Judah had 
several kings who choose to reform religious life based on their selfish motives. This unfaithfulness to God 
causes the people to sin and break their relationship with God. Joel's word of promise is that God hears God's 
people when they turn from their ways, repent because God does not wish to punish but show compassion 
and mercy.  
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Amos: 
Amos, a grower of sycamore figs, didn’t call himself a prophet. Amos spoke out against the northern kingdom 
of Israel. Amos speaks out against the communities of Israel who have no care for their neighbor, who took 
advantage of others and remained a selfish focus calling for a refocus on God's idea of justice and 
remembering God's promise to God's people. 
 

Obadiah: 
Obadiah is the shortest book of the Old Testament at only 21 verses long. This book continues the saga 
between brothers Jacob and Esau, who become the settlers of the nations of Israel and Edom. Edom rejoices 
over the destruction of Israel, and instead of helping the exiles, they encourage their destruction. Obadiah 
calls for all nations who wrong the innocent to be punished. Edom is later destroyed and will never recover 
from their captors, while Israel will be restored. Yet, there is an undercurrent of hope found in this text. All 
who repent and turn from their evil ways are included in God’s Kingdom. 
 

Jonah: 
We all know, at least on the surface, about the prophet in the belly of the whale. 
Jonah was called to speak to the people of Nineveh for their worshipping of idols. 
The beautiful piece of this story is that the city repents and is spared by God, 
which of course, makes the prophet upset. We are left with a story of God's 
mercy and a prophet who learns a lesson. 
 

Micah: 
Micah's prophetic teachings come before and after the fall of Israel in 722 B.C., speaking of corruption and 
exploitation of the poor and injustice in the court systems. Micah also points the fingers at religious leaders 
who fail to fulfill their responsibilities to God. This book counterpoints its judgment with a call for God's 
people to repent, "do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with God." (6:8) 
 

Nahum: 
Nahum's message comes between the destruction of Thebes (663 B.C.) and Nineveh (612 B.C.) and stresses 
that God is sovereign over all of history and all the world. God is good and just. Therefore, he is a champion of 
the outraged and outcast. While God uses a wicked nation to punish unfaithful Israel, God also holds them 
accountable for their actions. Speaking of God's justice for all the world.  
 

Habakkuk: 

The central question of Habakkuk, Is God good if the world is so unjust? Habakkuk calls out to God, asking God 
to deal with the injustices of the world, and gets angry when there is no resolution. Habakkuk is a collection of 
laments from the prophet, speaking to the concerns he sees from the people of Israel.  
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Zephaniah: 
A prophet to Judah, Zephaniah speaks of the impending Day of the Lord more than any other book in the Old 
Testament. Zephaniah speaks a word of Judgement to Judah, predicts the fall of this once great kingdom to 
the Babylonians. There is also a word of hope that all will eventually be restored by God and all people will be 
blessed.  
 

Haggai: 
Haggai takes a jump forward in time to the end of the exile and the return of the Jews to 
the promised land. Haggai’s focus remains on the temple and the importance of worship 
and worship practices as part of the return of the remnant of the people of God.  
 

Zachariah: 
Near the end of the exile, as the people of Judah are returning, Zachariah notes the 
importance of asking God a serious question. “How long will you withhold mercy from 
Jerusalem and the towns of Judah, which you have been angry with these seventy 

years? (1:12) The message of assurance that God has not forgotten them even though they have been exiled is 
a word of hope for God’s people.  
 

Malachi: 
The last book of the Old Testament is written sometime after the temple has been rebuilt in 516 B.C. Malachi 
is addressing the lethargy that has already taken hold of the people. God and worship have become a chore 
for the people of God. Malachi calls out those who worship idols, sorcerers, and the breadth of human sin that 
has taken hold of the rebuilt city. The challenge of this book is that it leaves us with a question of the 
unfinished reality of the world and the state of the people of Israel as their relationship with God hangs by a 
thread. What follows this book is a period of silence lasting around 400 years.  
 
 
 
 
Binge the Bible Weekly Reading Plan: 
 
Instead of a formal weekly reading plan, we invite you to spend each day in one of the prophetic books listed 
above.  
 

1. What does this book say about the people of God? 
2. What does this book say about God?  
3. Where do you see connections between today and these passages from history? 
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Prayer Requests 

Thanks for lifting these up in prayer! 
 

Praise the Lord (joys and answered prayers): 

• Successful weeks at Summer Festival Camp for 
our middle school and high school; students. 

 
In Sympathy 

• Family and Friends, Father of Dawn Kultala who 
died related to COVID 

• Friends and Family of Sandra Lund, sister-in-
law to Pat Kyro 

 
For Support: 

• John and Vicki Sackmeister, Friends and 
Family. In remembrance of Michelle 
Sackmeister gone July 2, 2010. Forever in our 
hearts. 

• John Barth’s wife Marge, his children and 
families 

• John Ernst and Carol Black 
• Linda and Mike Cheney 
• Jan Bucher 
• All military personnel and their families 

Health concerns: 
• Teddy Mugaas, rebroke arm 
• Melissa Macari-Coons, recovery from knee 

replacement surgery 
• Pauline Kuhn 
• Bob and Lee Johnson 
• Jackie Bolin,breast cancer 
• John Barth, hospice for cancer. John was an 

English Teacher and Athletic Director at ERHS. 
• Steve Lindberg 
• Elvi Peterson 
• Carol Sindelir, Val Nelson’s sister 
• Margaret Blahosky, friend of Donn and Vicki 

Granros (cancer of the lung and liver) . 
• Diane McGrath, pancreatic cancer 
• Mike Cheney, healing from 7/8 hip surgery & 

previous stroke 
• Ken Bucher 
• Kris West, daughter of Bob and Sue Hagen 
• Duane Jerde

 

 
Prayer Concerns: can be shared by emailing linda@elkriverlutheran.org or by contacting the church 

office at (763) 595-1216, or by visiting the church website at elkriverlutheran.org 
 

Generally, names will run for 3 weeks.  If more time is needed, please call the church office 
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                  THIS WEEK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 

SUNDAY July 25 
8:30am – Traditional Worship Service  

(Indoors in Sanctuary) 
9:30am – Fellowship Hour  

(Community Room) 
S’more Sunday @ 10:30am Worship 
10:30am – Contemporary Worship 

Service (Outdoors and Online) 
 

MONDAY July 26 
10am – Worship at Riverview Landing 
6pm – Riverside Ringers Dinner on the 

Deck 
 

TUESDAY July 27 
9am – Quilting (ERLC Basement) 

6:30pm – Church Council 
 

THURSDAY July 29 
11am – Binge the Bible Breakdown 

LIVE on Facebook & Youtube 
 

SATURDAY July 31 
8am - Men’s Bible Study  

(Zoom Bible Study) 
 

NEXT SUNDAY August 1 
8:30am – Traditional Worship Service  

(Indoors in Sanctuary) 
9:30am – Fellowship Hour  

(Community Room) 
10:30am – Contemporary Worship 

Service (Outdoors and Online) 
5:30pm – Family Vacation Bible 

School 
 

 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
Saturday mornings at 8am 

Meeting on Zoom 
 

Find the link at elkriverlutheran.org/adult-
ministries.html 

 
Get more from the “Binge the Bible” series than 

cannot be covered on a Sunday morning. 
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STAFF

If you have specific questions or needs, please feel free to contact any of the church staff: 

 
Pastor Nathan Mugaas 
763-242-8347 
pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org 

 
Intern Pastor Jeremy Hallquist 
612-201-6382   
jeremy@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Linda Nielsen 
Office Manager 
612-845-7335   
linda@elkriverlutheran.org  
 

Taylor Quinn  
Director of Music Ministry and Worship 
816-519-2719   
taylor@elkriverlutheran.org   
 
Lisa Sampson 
Director of Children, Youth and Family 
612-750-3959   
lisa@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Brian Harding 
Custodian 
 
Lori Sundman  
Bookkeeper 
763-595-1216   
ERLCBookkeeper@gmail.com 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

President:  Sarah Chur  
Vice President:   Ron Stricker 
Secretary:  Sue Hales  
Treasurer:  John Auel

Kari Christianson 
Mark Johnson 
Dave Katzner 
Ruth Lemke 
Michele Smith 
Jennifer Stanley 

 

 

 

 

 
Elk River Lutheran Church 

729 Main Street – Elk River, MN 55330 
(763) 595-1216 

www.elkriverlutheran.org 
Church Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9 am – 4 pm; Fri Closed 
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