
  
 

 

 

  

 

August 8, 2021 • 10:30am 

Episode 6:  

Dear _____, How Are You? -- Letters 



WELCOME  
to Elk River Lutheran Church 

 

Welcome to Elk River Lutheran Church! Whether you are joining us in-person or online, we’re glad 
you’re here. Elk River Lutheran Church is a forward-thinking congregation made up of people of all 
ages. We are a pretty new church (formed in 2009), located in a remodeled bank building on the 
Mississippi River in downtown Elk River. Our mission is: Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting, joyful 
community, serving God and neighbor.   

Each Sunday, we have two vibrant Sunday morning worship services. The first, at 8:30 am, is a 
traditional Lutheran service that follows liturgical settings from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
(ELW) hymnal. Our 10:30 am contemporary service has music led by an acoustic worship band and 
maintains many key elements of Lutheran worship. 

We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and celebrate the work 
we’re able to do together as a denomination (to learn more about the ELCA visit www.elca.org).  We 
welcome all people and as a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation that welcome extends to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

We hope and pray you have a wonderful worship experience here today and invite you to join us 
again.  There are many opportunities to participate and volunteer with the ministries of ERLC. Visit 
our website: https://www.elkriverlutheran.org. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Available in ERLC Parking Lot on 88.3FM 

 
WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS  
 
OPENING SONG:   “The Table”          
 
CHORUS  
Come all you weary, come and find 
His yoke is easy; His burden light. 
He is able; He will restore 
At the table of the Lord. 
 
VERSE 1 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 
I will feast at the table of the Lord. 
I won't hunger anymore at His table. 
 
CHORUS  
 
VERSE 2 
There is peace at the table of the Lord. 
There is peace at the table of the Lord. 
I won't worry anymore at His table. 
 

VERSE 3 
There is healing at the table of the Lord. 
There is healing at the table of the Lord. 
Oh, and I won't suffer anymore at His table. 
 
CHORUS  
 
BRIDGE 
I know He has a place for me. 
Oh, what joy will fill my heart 
With the saints around  
the mercy seat of God. 
 
CHORUS  
 
VERSE 4 
I'm invited to the table of the Lord. 
I'm invited to the table of the Lord. 
He says come just as you are to His table. 

BIBLICAL PREVIEW 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray,  
Loving God, open our hearts and minds to hear your holy Word. Deepen our knowledge and 
understanding of the Bible, that it may be a living guide for us, in the name Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Philemon: 1-12 
 
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2 to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and 
to the church in your house: 
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
4 When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5 because I hear of your love for all the 
saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the sharing of your faith may become 
effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 7 I have indeed received much joy 
and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through 
you, my brother. 
8 For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9 yet I would 
rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have 



4 
 

become during my imprisonment. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful 
both to you and to me. 12 I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 
 
SERMON               Intern Pastor Jeremy Hallquist 
 

SONG OF THE DAY:  “Firm Foundation” 
 
CHORUS 
Jesus, You're my firm foundation, 
I know I can stand secure; 
Jesus, You're my firm foundation, 
I put my hope in Your holy Word, 
I put my hope in Your holy Word. 
 
VERSE 1 
I have a living hope, (ECHO) 
I have a future; (ECHO) 
God walks along with me, (ECHO) 
Of this I'm sure, of this I'm sure. 
 

CHORUS 
 
VERSE 2 
Your Word is faithful, (ECHO) 
Mighty in power; (ECHO) 
God will deliver me, (ECHO) 
Of this I'm sure, of this I'm sure. 
 
CHORUS (2X) 

FAREWELL AND GODSPEED FOR LISA SAMPSON 
 
P: Lisa, as you leave Elk River Lutheran Church, we wish to bid you farewell. 
 
A reading from Exodus: The Lord said, “I am going to send an angel in front of you, to guard you on 
the way and to bring you to the place that I have prepared.” (Exodus 23:20) 
 
A reading from Isaiah: Thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob, who formed you, O Israel: Do 
not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through 
the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk 
through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your 
God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. (Isaiah 43:1-3) 
 
A reading from John: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 
 
P: In holy baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you a member of his church. When 
you came to this congregation we rejoiced to welcome you into the mission we share as the people of 
God: 
 
Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting, joyful community, serving God and neighbor. 
 
P: In this community you have come to know and to share in God’s loving purpose for you and for all 
creation. God has blessed you in this community, and God has blessed us through you.  We 
encourage you to continue to receive and share God’s gifts in Grace Lutheran Church of Apple 
Valley, united with us in the body of Christ and the mission we share.. 
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Let us pray. 
Eternal God, we thank you for Lisa Sampson and for the time we have shared with her. As she 
has been a blessing to us, so now send her forth to be a blessing to others; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us thank Lisa for her service among us. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
  
Jesus said, “Just as I have loved you, you should love one another.” (John 13:43) 
 

Help us to live powered by love. 
 

The Apostle Paul calls us to “a true living faith, active through love.” (Galatians 5:6) 
 

Help us to live powered by love. 
 

We are encouraged to “be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 
has forgiven you.” (Ephesians 4:32) 
 

Help us to live powered by love. 
 

Most merciful God, 
 

We have fallen short in our calling to love one another.  Our selfishness, greed, and apathy, 
we confess to you.   Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may live Powered by 
Love.  Amen. 
 

Hear the good news!  While we were yet sinners, Jesus Christ died for us to forgive our sins.  You are 
wonderfully and marvelously created in God’s image, filled with God’s love, and called to share that 
love with the world. 
 

Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
 
COMMUNION SONG:  “Ancient Words” 

 
CHORUS 
Ancient words, ever true, 
Changing me, changing you; 
We have come with open hearts, 
O, let the ancient words impart. 
 
VERSE 1 
Holy words long preserved 
For our walk in this world; 
They resound with God's own heart, 
O, let the ancient words impart; 
 
VERSE 2 
Words of life, words of hope, 
Give us strength, help us cope; 
In this world where'er we roam, 
Ancient words will guide us home. 
 

CHORUS 
 
VERSE 3 
Holy words of our faith 
Handed down to this age, 
Came to us through sacrifice; 
O, heed the faithful words of Christ. 
 
CHORUS 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  
Amen 
 
OFFERING 

 
Let us pray, 
 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 



7 
 

SENDING BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG:  “Magnificent, Marvelous, Matchless Love”         
 
CHORUS 
How great, how sure, 
God’s love endures forevermore. 
Magnificent, marvelous, matchless love. 
 
VERSE 1 
Magnificent, marvelous, matchless love 
Too vast and astounding to tell, 
Forever existing in worlds above, 
Now offered and given to all. 
Oh, fountain of beauty eternal, 
The Father, the Spirit, the Son, 
Sufficient and endlessly generous, 
Magnificent, marvelous, matchless love. 
 

CHORUS 
 
VERSE 3 
What grace that You  
entered our brokenness; 
You came in the fullness of time. 
How far we had fallen from righteousness 
But not from the mercies of Christ. 
Your cross is our door to redemption; 
Your death is our fullness of life. 
That day, how forgiveness  
flowed as a flood, 
Magnificent, marvelous, matchless love. 
 
CHORUS 

 
BLESSING OF THE RIDES 
 
SENDING 
 
“Go in peace, share the good news” 
“We will, thanks be to God!” 
 

Liturgy, songs and lyrics are reprinted with permission. Current copyright licenses held with CCLI, OneLicense, and Augsburg 

Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator 
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Episode 6: Dear______, how are you? 
 

Letters and Revelation: 

Much like digging through old boxes of letters from loved ones, we can only 
begin to scratch the surface of the meaning and intent by knowing more 
about the person, context, and focus of the letter. The same could be said 
about the twenty-one letters and Revelation in the Bible. It’s important to 
consider the author, their personal experiences and expression for 
understanding Jesus Christ and to whom, and why, they are writing their 
letters.  
 
Letters in the Biblical canon conveyed the authority and presence of the one who sent it—often conveying a 
longing for the author to be a part of the community and communicating the desire to remain in relationship 
with those who would be receiving the letter. Unlike postal carriers of today, letters were entrusted to 
individuals to ensure that they would arrive safely and that the letter would be read to the community with 
the intent with which it was written. It is important to remember that most people in these communities were 
often illiterate, the letters would be read aloud in a public space or home. Often the carrier would return with 
a message to the sender on its reception, concerns, or objections, and the correspondence would continue.  
 

Romans 
The apostle Paul’s letter to the Roman church. As one of 
the longest epistles, Paul wrote this letter as a means of 
expressing his gratitude for the church of Rome's successes 
and for the desire for them to grow in a unified Christian 
faith. Written to both Jews and Gentiles, the book lays out 
arguments that speak to the challenges of two Christian 
communities, Jews and Gentiles, who were learning to live 
together despite their differences of religious practice. Paul 
wanted to communicate a message the reveals God’s 
righteousness through Jesus. Paul does this by creating a 
new humanity, one where Jew and Gentile are on equal 
footing, which fulfills God’s promise to Israel and 

exemplifies unity within the church. Romans is often hailed as one of the leading books on church doctrine, 
emphasizing themes of salvation, grace, sanctification, and many other important themes about life together 
as a body of Christ.  
 

1 and 2 Corinthians 
1st and 2nd Corinthians are letters written to the people of Corinth. I Corinthians begins with an open address 
to the question of dissension between believers about which apostle is greater. Moving to the issues of the 
people of Corinth around immorality, marriage, and celibacy, eating of meat offered to idols, and who is 
worthy of receiving the Eucharist. Underlying all those communal issues are the spiritual matters of jealousy of 
spiritual gifts and who has received what, and the value that God places on the uniqueness of each individual 
gift each has received. No gift, whether great or small, has value if not grounded in and accompanied by love. 
II Corinthians picks up later when Paul has discovered more upheaval regarding the validity of Paul's authority 
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as an apostle. Paul reminds them of the suffering for the sake of the gospel and urges them to repent for 
falling prey to false teachings.  
 

Galatians 
Galatians addresses a fundamental challenge to the people of God. Who is in, and who is not in? Central to the 
Galatians text are the questions of non-Jewish people who wondered do we follow the Torah or can do we 
follow the teachings of Jesus? Paul does this by reaffirming the gospel message and the promise of Jesus that 
all are included and fulfilled in the promise of Jesus the Messiah and that Jesus' death and resurrection are for 
all people.  
 

Ephesians 
Paul's letter to the church at Ephesus calls for unity in the body of Christ through 
the Holy Spirit. That sense of unity would breakthrough ethnicity, financial status, 
and cultural norms. The overarching concern is that the message of Jesus would 
be central to their everyday lives, permeating the way they live together in 
community, the way they deal with issues, and the ways in which they live out 
their call to love and serve one another. The hope is that, as one body of 
believers, to take off their old humanity and put on their new, restored identity in 

Jesus. In doing so, they may resist the forces of evil that seek to undermine unity.  
 

Philippians 
Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi arrives at a time of intense Roman persecution. Paul calls the people to 
live their lives in a way that exemplifies Jesus’ life and ministry despite the suffering they have endured. Paul 
encourages Christians to be humble, strive for unity, and bring their worries and fears before God. Knowing 
God is in all things allows space to live out their faith through the lens of God's grace. The secret to finding 
peace during suffering, as Paul alludes to, is to place your dependence on God.  
 

Colossians 
Paul’s letter to Colossians is a letter of encouragement to early Christians to stand firm in their faith despite 
the challenges of living in a world that would seek to change their lives. Colossians serves as an invitation to 
allow the gospel message to permeate their entire being, from family dynamics to suffering, temptations, and 
the work of loving their neighbor. In doing so, they are joined as a part of the liberating love of Jesus that 
extends to all people.  
 

1 and 2 Thessalonians 
1 Thessalonians was written as a word of encouragement to new Christians who were facing persecution from 
religious leaders. The invitation is to respond to persecution out of love, meeting opposition with grace and 
generosity, and being motivated by the transforming message of the gospel motivated by the return of Jesus. 
In 2 Thessalonians, Paul sought to clarify the message, having been waylaid by health concerns, to the people 
of Thessalonica who were fearful they had missed the return of the Messiah. Paul took time to clarify the 
message of the gospel and to rebuke those who were creating havoc in the community with false teachings.  
 

1 and 2 Timothy 
Paul writes to Timothy returns to Ephesus with a message to address the rise of false teachers and leaders in 
the church. Paul presents a hopeful message of transformation that begins in the person of Jesus and exudes 
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from every individual in the worship life and in service to others. Being counter to the cultural norm takes its 
toll, however, and in 2 Timothy, we hear a message of encouragement to Timothy and other leaders to keep 
the faith in the good news of Jesus Christ. Noting that contained within the Biblical story are the words of 
truth when it comes to faith. 
 

Titus 
Paul writes to Titus, who is tasked with bringing a message of good news to the people of Crete. Crete, known 
for its corruption and sin (Titus 3:3-6), had seen the transformational power of Jesus' message but now faced 
the daunting task of raising leaders who would continue to follow that message. Paul warns against religious 
leaders who add works to the gift of grace and who hold law over gospel.   
 

Philemon 
Paul's letter to Philemon illustrates this new household dynamic where 
people are treated equally rather than slave and master. Onesimus, who 
once was a slave to Philemon, is now a brother in Christ, a worker called to 
spread the message of Jesus to the world. We are called as people to be 
set free for relationship rather than be in bondage to one another and 
reconciled through the cross of Christ. Paul willingly bears the burden of 
responsibility for Onesimus' actions, living out the exemplified Christian life.  
 

Hebrews 
As the church had established itself, there came the point in time that people's enthusiasm began to fade. 
Jesus had not returned with immediacy as expected, and people began to wonder about the truth of the 
message. Hebrews serves to bolster the faith of those who had struggled and to inform and enlighten them of 
the significance of Jesus over and against the other heroes of faith found in the Old Testament. In the face of 
growing opposition, people had wavered from following Christ and now considered returning to Judaism. Yet 
the author, not Paul, urges people to hear a message that Jesus' death on the cross comes as a permanent 
fulfillment of the covenant of God. 
 

James 
The book of James serves as a guardrail to keep you from falling off a cliff while looking at the big picture of 
the Gospels. Combining the teachings of Jesus with wisdom from the book of Proverbs, James lays out some 
rather deep theology for those who are wrestling with their faith. Using Scripture to emphasize the 
importance of words, James invites us to wonder about how Scripture, and how we communicate it, reveals 
our core values and identities. There should be no discrepancies between lived faith and lived actions. (i.e., 
how we care for the poor, the needy, etc.)  
 

1 and 2 Peter 
1 Peter is a message of hope to persecuted Christians. From the beginning, God's people have been on the 
margins of the community. Yet, despite always being a minority, God has remained faithful to God's people. 
Therefore, suffering is a part of the story and part of the redemption of God's people. Where 1 Peter is a 
message to the suffering, 2 Peter is a message of hope. A word of hope to remain faithful to God despite false 
teachers who lead people astray. 2 Peter ends with a message of hope for the day of the Lord, which exposes 
evil and grants freedom to Christ-followers.  
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1,2, and 3 John 
1,2 and 3 John are a series of letters that echo the Gospel of John. These letters address people in 
communities who were seeking to deceive others about the truths of Jesus. The hope of these rabble-rousers 
was to question the personhood of Jesus and to force people to reconcile questions of belief. These letters 
serve as a correction and encouragement to keep the faith, hold fast to the teachings they have heard, which 
are rooted in the gospel, and live out their faith in relationship with one another. They also serve as an 
encouragement to welcome those who carry the message to their communities. 
 

Jude 
Utilizing the Old Testament as a guide, Judah (Jude) serves to disrupt and negate the message of false teachers 
who seek to disconnect the message of Jesus and allow room for corrupt and immoral living. Judah calls to 
persevere in faith, to pray, and stay watchful for the coming return of Jesus. 
 

 
Revelation 
Revelation is often one of the most confusing books in the 
entirety of Scripture. Utilizing a familiar type of writing, the 
author of Revelation outlines a vision for a new creation using 
apocalyptic storytelling. Left as simply storytelling, one can easily 
assume God's wrath and destruction of creation. Placed in the 
larger narrative of Scripture, Revelation speaks a word of 
warning to communities, much like the previous letters, and 
outlines a return and redemption of God's creation. Speaking to seven communities of faith facing persecution 
for the faith in Jesus and often facing realities of issues within the way they live out their faith. Using images 
found in Daniel 7-8, Revelation 12 paints a portrait that readers could connect to, had familiarity with and saw 
as deeply rooted in the faith they understood. Revelation points to a bigger question of the time, under which 
Kingdom should we live? Should our allegiance be to the kingdoms of the earth which seek to destroy us or to 
God's ultimate fulfillment of the Kingdom? While the message seems destructive at times, one can find 
comfort in the final lines of the book. "He who testifies to these things says, 'Yes, I am coming soon.' Amen. 
Come Lord Jesus. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God's people. Amen." (Rev. 22:20-21) It is Jesus who has 
the final word on creation.  
 
 
 
 

Binge the Bible Weekly Reading Plan: 
 
Instead of a formal weekly reading plan, we invite you to spend each day in one of the books listed above.  
 

1. What specific issues is the author hoping to address? 
2. What does this book say about who Jesus is during the challenges? 
3. What message of hope do you hear this week? 
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Prayer Requests 

Thanks for lifting these up in prayer! 
 

Praise the Lord (joys and answered prayers): 

• Birth of Weston Alexander on July 25 to Wade 
and Sarah Felska. This is Brian and Linda 
Felska’s first grandchild 

• Birth of Harper Marie, granddaughter of Lisa 
Sampson born July 14. 

 

In Sympathy 

• Family and Friends of Jack O’Hara 
• Family and Friends of Harry Larson, former 

colleague of Linda Nielsen 
• Family and Friends of Jay Hakes 
• Family and friends of John Barth, former 

English Teacher and Athletic Director at 
ERHS 

 
For Support: 

• Rachael Secrist, niece of Doug and Donna 
Mathison 

• Barb Laurence, friend of Donn and Vicki 
Granros 

• John Ernst and Carol Black 
• Linda and Mike Cheney 
• Jan Bucher 
• All military personnel and their families 

Health concerns: 
• Ted, brother-in-law to John and Conni Natwick 

(upcoming cancer surgery) 
• All who suffer with mental health and their 

support system 
• Roger Sothman, brother of Vicki Simpson 
• George Laurence, friend of Donn and Vicki 

Granros 
• Teddy Mugaas, rebroke arm 
• David Boyer, uncle of Linda Nielsen 
• Steve Lindberg 
• Elvi Peterson 
• Carol Sindelir, Val Nelson’s sister 
• Bob Johnson 
• Margaret Blahosky, friend of Donn and Vicki 

Granros (cancer of the lung and liver) . 
• Diane McGrath, pancreatic cancer 
• Mike Cheney, healing from 7/8 hip surgery & 

previous stroke 
• Ken Bucher 
• Kris West, daughter of Bob and Sue Hagen 
• Duane Jerde 

 

 
Prayer Concerns: can be shared by emailing linda@elkriverlutheran.org or by contacting the church 

office at (763) 595-1216, or by visiting the church website at elkriverlutheran.org 
 

Generally, names will run for 3 weeks.  If more time is needed, please call the church office 
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                  THIS WEEK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Monday, August 9 -  6:30pm - 7:30pm 
Beer & Hymns @ ERLC lower parking lot 

Taylor Quinn 
Wednesday, August 11 -  9:30am - 11am 

Coffee @ Elk River Lutheran 
Pastor Nathan 

Wednesday, August 11 -  6:30pm-8:30pm 
Playdate/Social @ Amore Ice Cream Shoppe 

Intern Pastor Jeremy 

 

SUNDAY August 8 
Farewell & Godspeed to Lisa 

Sampson 
8:30am – Traditional Worship Service  

(Indoors in Sanctuary) 
9:30am – Fellowship Hour  

(Fellowship Hall) 
Bless My Ride @ 10:30am Worship 
10:30am – Contemporary Worship 

Service (Outdoors and Online) 
 

MONDAY August 9 
6:30pm – Beer & Hymns  

(Lower Parking Lot) 
 

TUESDAY August 10 
9am – Quilting (ERLC Basement) 

6:30pm – Building Committee 
 

WEDNESDAY August11 
9:30am – Coffee at ERLC 

3pm – Worship/Music Team 
6:30pm – Playdate/Social @ Amore 

Ice Cream Shoppe 
 

THURSDAY July 29 
10am – Genealogy Group 

 
SATURDAY July 31 

8am - Men’s Bible Study  
(Zoom Bible Study) 

 
NEXT SUNDAY August 15 

8:30am – Traditional Worship Service 
& Liam Buchanan Baptism  

(Indoors in Sanctuary) 
9:30am – Fellowship Hour  

Celebration of Don and Babs 
Armagost 60th Anniversary 

(Fellowship Hall) 
10:30am – Contemporary Worship 

Service (Outdoors and Online) 
 

 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
Saturday mornings at 8am 

Meeting on Zoom 
 

Find the link at elkriverlutheran.org/adult-
ministries.html 

Women’s Monthly Bible Study 
 

Just love part 2: Just L.I.F.E.  
(Liberation Is For Everyone!) 

 
Monday, August 16 @ 6:30pm 

ERLC Community Room 
 

Visit https://www.gathermagazine.org/summer-2021-
just-love-part-2/  

to request a digital copy of this study 
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STAFF

If you have specific questions or needs, please feel free to contact any of the church staff: 

 
Pastor Nathan Mugaas 
763-242-8347 
pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org 

 
Intern Pastor Jeremy Hallquist 
612-201-6382   
jeremy@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Linda Nielsen 
Office Manager 
612-845-7335   
linda@elkriverlutheran.org  
 

Taylor Quinn  
Director of Music Ministry and Worship 
816-519-2719   
taylor@elkriverlutheran.org   
 
Lisa Sampson 
Director of Children, Youth and Family 
612-750-3959   
lisa@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Brian Harding 
Custodian 
 
Lori Sundman  
Bookkeeper 
763-595-1216   
ERLCBookkeeper@gmail.com 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

President:  Sarah Chur  
Vice President:   Ron Stricker 
Secretary:  Sue Hales  
Treasurer:  John Auel

Kari Christianson 
Mark Johnson 
Dave Katzner 
Ruth Lemke 
Michele Smith 
Jennifer Stanley 

 

 

 

 

 
Elk River Lutheran Church 

729 Main Street – Elk River, MN 55330 
(763) 595-1216 

www.elkriverlutheran.org 
Church Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9 am – 4 pm; Fri Closed 
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