
  
 

 

 

  

 

October 24, 2021 • 10:30am 

What is Your Purpose in Life? 



WELCOME  
to Elk River Lutheran Church 

 

Welcome to Elk River Lutheran Church! Whether you are joining us in-person or online, we’re glad 
you’re here. Elk River Lutheran Church is a forward-thinking congregation made up of people of all 
ages. We are a pretty new church (formed in 2009), located in a remodeled bank building on the 
Mississippi River in downtown Elk River. Our mission is: Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting, joyful 
community, serving God and neighbor.   

Each Sunday, we have two vibrant Sunday morning worship services. The first, at 8:30 am, is a 
traditional Lutheran service that follows liturgical settings from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
(ELW) hymnal. Our 10:30 am contemporary service has music led by an acoustic worship band and 
maintains many key elements of Lutheran worship. 

We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and celebrate the work 
we’re able to do together as a denomination (to learn more about the ELCA visit www.elca.org).  We 
welcome all people and as a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation that welcome extends to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

We hope and pray you have a wonderful worship experience here today and invite you to join us 
again.  There are many opportunities to participate and volunteer with the ministries of ERLC. Visit 
our website: https://www.elkriverlutheran.org. 

  

Worship Volunteers 

Thank you for serving 

 Sunday, October 24 Next Sunday, October 31 

Ushers Pat and Paula Donnelly Andy and Rachel Johnson 

Scripture Reader Paula Donnelly Martha Hippe 

PowerPoint Operator Katherine Horner Carter Glasoe 

Soundboard Operator Justin Howland Taylor Quinn 

Switcher Video 
Operator 

Matt Rotz Adam Horner 

SetUp/TearDown Adam and Kelly Horner Rick Bock, David Katzner  
and Greg Pouliot 

If you cannot volunteer for the upcoming Sunday,  

please contact Taylor Quinn @ taylor@elkriverlutheran.org 

 

http://www.elca.org/
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org/


ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Available in ERLC Parking Lot on 88.3FM 

 
WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS  
 

OPENING SONG:   “God of Science”      
 
CHORUS 
Our Great God of all things bright and 
Our Great God of all things beautiful, 
Our Great God of all things  
  wild and free, free! 
Thank You God for making me. 
 
VERSE 1 
You started science  
and quantum physics, 
Wrote the law of gravity; 
You are the smartest.  
You are the greatest 
Scientist in history. 
 
VERSE 2 
You thought of narwhals  
  and armadillos, 
All the creatures great and small; 
Even the dinos a long long time ago 
With their teeth and terrible claws. 
 
CHORUS 
 
VERSE 3 
You made my atoms and all my organs, 
Every strand of DNA. 
You are the artist, we are the canvas. 
We're uniquely wonderfully made. 
 
VERSE 4 
You make me happy, my bones and body 
Love to dance like stars at night. 
So let's get started and have a party, 
Celebrate this marvelous life. 
 

CHORUS 
 
BRIDGE 1 
You made apple juice, sunflowers, 
Penguins, and rhinos; 
Pineapples, Jupiter, 
Elbows, and geckos; 
Broccoli, Mercury, 
Sunshine, and weirdos; 
Pandas and nostrils and trees. 
 
BRIDGE 2 
Bumblebees, polar bears, 
Raptors, and eyebrows; 
Wildebeests, moustaches, 
Earlobes, and wormholes; 
Mountain goats, volcanoes, 
Turtles, and big toes; 
Pandas and nostrils and trees. 
 
BRIDGE 3 
Puppy dogs, waterfalls, 
Kittens, and rainbows; 
Galaxies, mushrooms, and 
Badgers, and pharaohs; 
Elephants, great white sharks, 
Music, and mangos; 
Pandas and nostrils and trees; 
Pandas and nostrils and trees? 
 
CHORUS (2X)
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BLESSING OF QUILTS AND SCHOOL KITS 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray,  
God of grace, we know you guide us and lead us in all that we do. Help us to discover what’s 
next in our faith journey; to lead us closer to you, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Jeremiah 29:11-12 
 
11 For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 
give you a future with hope. 12 Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 
13 When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart. 
 
Matthew 5:13-16 
13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no 
longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 No one after lighting a lamp 
puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father in heaven. 
 
 
SERMON                        Pastor Joanne Sorenson 
 

SONG OF THE DAY:  “Go Make a Difference”  
 
CHORUS 
Go make a diff'rence. 
We can make a diff'rence. 
Go make a diff'rence in the world. 
Go make a diff'rence. 
We can make a diff'rence. 
Go make a diff'rence in the world. 
 
VERSE 1 
We are the salt of the earth, 
Called to let the people see 
The love of God in you and me. 
We are the light of the world, 
Not to be hidden but be seen. 
Go make a diff'rence in the world. 
 
CHORUS 
 

VERSE 2 
We are the hands of Christ 
Reaching out to those in need, 
The face of God for all to see. 
We are the spirit of hope; 
We are the voice of peace. 
Go make a diff'rence in the world. 
 
CHORUS 
 
VERSE 3 
So let your love shine on, 
Let it shine for all to see. 
Go make a diff'rence in the world. 
And the Spirit of Christ 
Will be with us as we go. 
Go make a diff'rence in the world. 
 
CHORUS 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

As we prepare our hearts for Holy Communion, we confess our shortcomings and celebrate God’s 
grace. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 

Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 
Amen. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
COMMUNION SONG:  “God of Justice”  
 
VERSE 1 
God of justice, Saviour to all, 
Came to rescue the weak and the poor; 
Chose to serve and not be served. 
 
PRE-CHORUS 
Jesus, You have called us. 

Freely we've received, 
Now freely we will give. 
 
CHORUS 
We must go, 
Live to feed the hungry, 
Stand beside the broken, 



6 
 

We must go. 
Stepping forward, 
Keep us from just singing, 
Move us into action, 
We must go. 
 
VERSE 2 
To act justly every day, 
Loving mercy in every way; 
Walking humbly before You, God. 
 
PRE-CHORUS 2 

You have shown us what You require. 
Freely we've received, 
Now freely we will give. 
 
CHORUS 
 
BRIDGE (2X) 
Fill us up and send us out 
Fill us up and send us out 
Fill us up and send us out Lord 
 
CHORUS 

 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  
Amen 
 
OFFERING 

 
Let us pray, 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us 
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SENDING BLESSING 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look 

upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG:  " I Am a Helping Hand"       
 
CHORUS  

Cause I am a help, help,  

I am a help, help, 

I am a helping hand. 

I am a help, help,  

I am a help, help, 

I am a helping hand. 

 

VERSE 1  

There are a lot of things  

that only you can do  

And there are special things  

that I’m good at, too. 

There are times when  

special gifts will take the lead  

And there are times  

when just a hand is all you need. 

 

PRE-CHORUS 1 

Yes, I can help with the dishes. 

Yes, I will pick up my toys.  

Yes, sir, yes, ma’am,  

I can clean my room  

And with a joyful noise.  

 

CHORUS  

 

VERSE 2  

Just let me know  

how you can use my hands. 

I want to love  

just like the Lord commands. 

The bottom line is  

if it helps you out,  

Serving is what I’m about. 

 

PRE-CHORUS 2 

Yes, I can walk the dog. 

Yes, I can fold my shirt. 

Yes, I can watch my little sister. 

And finish my homework. 

 

PRE-CHORUS 3 

Yes, I can fold the dog. 

Yes, I can watch my homework. 

Yes, I can walk my little sister, 

And I can feed my shirt. 

 

CHORUS (2X)  

 
 

SENDING 

 
“Go in peace, share the good news” 
“We will, thanks be to God!” 
 

Liturgy, songs and lyrics are reprinted with permission. Current copyright licenses held with CCLI, OneLicense, and Augsburg 

Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator 
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What is Your Purpose in Life? 
October 24, 2021 

Pastor Joanne Sorenson 
 
 
 
 
 

1. SALT 

 
"The place God calls you to is the  place 

where your deep gladness and the 

world's deep hunger meet"  

 ~Fredrich Buechner 

 

 

 

2. SHELLS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. SUFFERING  

 

4. STEPS  
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12 
 

Prayer Requests 

Thanks for lifting these up in prayer! 
 

Praise the Lord (joys and answered prayers): 

• 104 Quilts and 61 School Kits/Backpacks 
made this past year for Lutheran World Relief 
from ERLC. 

 

Health concerns: 

• Colette Horne, mother of Bruce Bourdeaux 
• Bob Werk 
• Jean Holt 
• Phyllis Scroggins, upcoming thyroid surgery 
• Rose Cloud, grandmother of Vicki Granros’ 

friend 
• Steve Lindberg 
• Elvi Peterson 
• Carol Sindelir, Val Nelson’s sister 
• Patty Paulus, sister of Sue Hecker 
• Kyle Quam, son of Mike and Linda Quam  
• Bob Johnson 
• Margaret Blahosky, friend of Donn and Vicki 

Granros (cancer) . 
• Diane McGrath, pancreatic cancer 
• Mike Cheney, healing from 7/8 hip surgery & 

previous stroke 
• Ken Bucher 
• Kris West, daughter of Bob and Sue Hagen 
• Duane Jerde 

For Support: 

• The Family of Daryl and Jean Holt 
• Steve Lindberg 
• Lee Johnson 
• Rachel Secrist, niece of Doug and Donna 

Mathison 
• John Ernst and Carol Black 
• Linda and Mike Cheney 
• Jan Bucher 
• All military personnel and their families 
 

In Sympathy 

• Family and Friends of Harold Hultberg, Sandy 
Krumwiede’s father 

• Family and Friends of Mark Sundman, 
husband of Lori Sundman, ERLC bookkeeper 

• Family and Friends of Jim Jones, father-in-law 
to Taylor Quinn 

• Family and friends of Steve Nordhausen 
• Family and Friends of Tony Hallquist, cousin 

of Jeremy Hallquist 
• Family of Richard Nelson, cousin of Barb 

Overbye (killed in a car accident) 
 
 

Prayer Concerns: can be shared by emailing linda@elkriverlutheran.org or by contacting the church 
office at (763) 595-1216, or by visiting the church website at elkriverlutheran.org 

 
Generally, names will run for 3 weeks.  If more time is needed, please call the church office 

Do you need a ride to worship on Sunday mornings? Are you willing to provide a lift to members? We would love to identify 

those in our congregation who have felt challenged getting to worship on Sunday mornings and connect them to those who 

would be willing to offer rides to those in our community. 

Forms are available on the homepage of our website elkriverlutheran.org (scroll about 2/3 the way down to find them with 

the service links)  If you have questions, please reach out to Jeremy Hallquist. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

                   

  

SUNDAY October 24 
Flannel Sunday and Quilt Blessing 
8:30am – Traditional Worship Service  

9:30am – Fellowship Hour  
10:30am –Contemporary Worship 

Service  
2pm –Pokemon League  

(Community Room) 
 

MONDAY October 25 
10am – Worship at Guardian Angels 

Riverview Landing 
 

TUESDAY October 26 
9am – Quilting (ERLC Basement) 

6pm – Riverside Ringers Rehearsal 
(Sanctuary) 

 
WEDNESDAY October 27 

6:30pm – Confirmation/HS Youth 
Group 

7pm – Worship Band (Sanctuary) 
 

THURSDAY October 28 
6pm – Reformation Choir Rehearsal  

(Sanctuary) 
 

FRIDAY October 29 
2-7pm – Downtown Trick or Treat 

6-7pm – Trunk or Treat 
 

SATURDAY October 30 
8am - Men’s Bible Study  

(Zoom Bible Study) 
 

NEXT SUNDAY October 31 
8:30am – Traditional Worship Service  

9:30am – Fellowship Hour  
10:30am Contemporary Worship 

9th Grade Confirmation 
Camp Fire and S’mores  
2pm –Pokemon League  

(Community Room) 

Guest Pastor - Pastor Joanne Sorenson 

Joanne has served as pastor at churches in Cannon Falls, 

Minnesota, and also Hudson and Fall Creek, 

Wisconsin.  Over the past 20 years, she enjoyed leading 

groups on service trips to Mississippi, Texas, Louisiana, 

Jamaica, and  Africa.    

 

She left her position in 2017 to create a non-profit called 

“IN OUR HANDS”.  

Joanne lives in St Paul, and her two “adulting” children, 

Katherine and Christopher, live in Eau Claire, WI.  

 

 Favorite verse:  Proverbs 3:5  “Trust in the Lord with all 

your heart - do not rely on your own insight…God will 

direct your path.” 

 

If you are interested in what Joanne is doing now, take a 

look at her website: www.inourhandsadventures.com 

http://www.inourhandsadventures.com/
http://www.inourhandsadventures.com/
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The Quilt & Kit Ministry:  

Lutheran World Relief’s longest running program 
LWR distributed its first quilts in 1945 to 
families in war-torn Europe following the 
Second World War.  
 
Within a decade, the ministry was reaching 
around the globe to villages far removed 
from the world’s attention.  
 
Today, an average of 300,000 quilts are 
lovingly given worldwide each year. 

 
If you have some sheets that need a home, 
please think of donating them to the ERLC 
Quilting Ministry 
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STAFF

If you have specific questions or needs, please feel free to contact any of the church staff: 

 
Pastor Nathan Mugaas 
763-242-8347  

pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org 

 
Jeremy Hallquist 
Minister of Congregational Care & Discipleship 
612-201-6382   
jeremy@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Linda Nielsen 
Office Manager 
612-845-7335   
linda@elkriverlutheran.org  
 

Taylor Quinn  
Director of Music Ministry & Worship 
816-519-2719   
taylor@elkriverlutheran.org   
 
Lori Sundman  
Bookkeeper 
763-595-1216   
ERLCBookkeeper@gmail.com 
 

Lisa Griffin  
Staff Pianist 
612-709-8882 
madeleinesmom@gmail.com 
 
Brian Harding, Custodian 
 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

President:  Sarah Chur  
Vice President:    Ron Stricker 
Secretary:  Sue Hales  
Treasurer:  John Auel

Kari Christianson 
Mark Johnson 
Dave Katzner 
Jennifer Stanley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Elk River Lutheran Church 
729 Main Street – Elk River, MN 55330 

(763) 595-1216 
www.elkriverlutheran.org 

Church Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9 am – 4 pm; Fri Closed 
 

Confirmation Worship 

Notes Form 

Confirmation Volunteer 

Form 

mailto:pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:jeremy@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:linda@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:taylor@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:ERLCBookkeeper@gmail.com
mailto:madeleinesmom@gmail.com
http://www.elkriverlutheran.org/

