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February 6, 2022 • 10:30am 

If God is Love, Then Who are We? 



WELCOME  
to Elk River Lutheran Church 

 
Welcome to Elk River Lutheran Church! Whether you are joining us in-person or online, we’re glad you’re here. 
Elk River Lutheran Church is a forward-thinking congregation made up of people of all ages. We are a pretty 
new church (formed in 2009), located in a remodeled bank building on the Mississippi River in downtown Elk 
River. Our mission is: Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting, joyful community, serving God and neighbor.   

Each Sunday, we have two vibrant Sunday morning worship services. The first, at 8:30 am, is a traditional 
Lutheran service that follows liturgical settings from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) hymnal. Our 
10:30 am contemporary service has music led by an acoustic worship band and maintains many key elements 
of Lutheran worship. 

We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and celebrate the work we’re 
able to do together as a denomination (to learn more about the ELCA visit www.elca.org).  We welcome all 
people and as a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation that welcome extends to the LGBTQ+ community. 

Things to know for the service today: 

• Bathrooms, complete with changing tables for little ones, are located through the glass doors in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

• Our Kids’ Station in the middle of the sanctuary by the north wall has crafts, activities, and snacks for 
kids (or the young at heart). Feel free to visit there anytime throughout the service. 

 

We hope and pray you have a wonderful worship experience here today. To learn more about the many 

opportunities to participate and volunteer with the ministries of ERLC, visit our website: 

https://www.elkriverlutheran.org. AND we are very excited about our next sermon series! 
Worship Volunteers 

Thank you for serving 

 Sunday, February 6 Next Sunday, February 13 

Greeters Pat and Paula Donnelly Jim and Viv Ayres 

Ushers Jim and Viv Ayres Rick and Nancy Bock 

Scripture Reader Clara Anderson Linda Campbell 

PowerPoint Operator Katherine Horner  

Soundboard Operator Bennett Johnson  
If you see a blank in a worship volunteer space for next Sunday and would like to serve there, Great! 

Please contact Taylor so we can get you filled in.   

If you cannot volunteer for the upcoming Sunday,  

please contact Taylor Quinn @ taylor@elkriverlutheran.org 

  

http://www.elca.org/
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org/
mailto:taylor@elkriverlutheran.org


ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

The Gathering of God’s People 

Welcome   

Reading of ERLC Affirmation Statement Diana Schansberg 

Opening Song   “Who You Say I Am” 
  

The Word of God Proclaimed 

Prayer of the Day 
Scripture Reading 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

Sermon Pastor Nathan Mugaas 
  

Song of the Day   “All Belong Here” 
 

Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God 

Offering 
 

Offering Prayer  

Confession and Forgiveness  

Holy Communion  

Words of Institution   

The Lord’s Prayer  

Communion Song  “No Outsiders” 

Communion Blessing   
  

The Sending of God’s People 

Community Announcements 

Blessing  

Sending Song   “I Belong” 
 

Liturgy, songs and lyrics are reprinted with permission. Current copyright licenses held with CCLI, OneLicense, and Augsburg 

Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator 

 

 

  



LGTBQIA+ Learning 
 

To faithfully enter into conversations on LGTBQIA+ issues it is important to first understand and 
define sex, gender identity, and sexual orientation. Our complex identities extend way beyond gender 
and sexual orientation, but our culture places great importance on these elements of our identity and  
 
SEX 

 
SEX is assigned at birth based on external genitalia, reproductive organs, chromosomes, and 
hormones. People with ambiguous genitalia or other biological complexities (such as an unusual 
chromosomal pattern or hormonal shifts) may identify as intersex. 
 

 
Gender Identity 

GENDER IDENTITY refers to a person’s innate, deeply felt psychological identification as a man, 
woman or another gender, which may or may not correspond to the sex assigned to them at birth. 
Gender identity is different from the term “gender”, which is typically used with reference to social and 
cultural differences rather than biological ones. 
 

 
Sexual Orientation 

SEXUAL ORIENTATION is the term used to describe what gender(s) someone is physically and/or 
emotionally attracted to. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, pansexual, queer, and straight are all examples of 
sexual orientations. A person’s sexual orientation is distinct from a person’s gender identity and 
expression. 

  



Acronyms and Terms 
 

We can honor one another by learning about our complex, multilayered identities. Learning terms 
related to gender and sexual orientation can be a helpful part of understanding one another. 
 

LGBTQIA+ 
 

Lesbian - A woman whose primary sexual orientation is toward people of the same gender. 
 

Gay - A man whose primary sexual orientation is toward people of the same gender. 
 

Bisexual - An identity term people use when they are physically and/or emotionally attracted to 

people of all gender identities. 
 

Transgender - An identity many people whose self-experienced gender does not match the sex they 

were assigned at birth. For example, a transgender person might be someone who identifies and 
lives as a woman but whose birth-assigned sex was male. Other transgender people may identity  
 

Queer - An umbrella term for the LGBTQ community. Previously used as a slur, the LGBTQ 

community began reclaiming the word in the 1980s, using “queer” as a positive self-identifier. It can 
refer to an individual’s sexual orientation and/or gender identity. It is an identifier for all non-
heterosexual orientations and non-cisgender identities. 
 

Intersex - People who, without medical intervention, develop primary or secondary sex 

characteristics that do not fit “neatly” into society's definitions of male or female.  
 

Asexual or ACE - Generally characterized by not feeling sexual attraction or a desire for partnered 

sexuality. 
 

+ The “+” acknowledges our expanding understanding of the breadth and complexity of gender 

identity and sexual orientation, and in represents other sexual identities like pansexual and Two-
Spirit. 
 

STRAIGHT - A person whose primary sexual orientation is toward people of a different gender. 
 

CISGENDER - A term that describes a person whose birth-assigned sex and gender identity are the 
same. For example, a person whose assigned sex is female and who identifies as a woman is 
cisgender. 
 

This page draws from multiple resources, but the primary resource is Reconciling Works:   
https://www.reconcilingworks.org/resources/sogi/lgbtq/ 

  

https://www.reconcilingworks.org/resources/sogi/lgbtq/


Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Sunday 

Each year, the first Sunday in February at ERLC is designated as Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Sunday. The basis for 
this welcome is our reconciliation in Jesus Christ, who opened his arms to all. Currently, there are over 930 
settings of the Lutheran church on the RIC roster, including congregations, campus ministries, seminaries, 
synods of the ELCA and Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, bible camps, other independent organizations, 
and colleges of the ELCA. 

SELF REFLECTION: 

My high for the day or week is…. 

My low for the day or week is… 

What did I learn or feel challenged by for RIC Sunday? 

What area do I want to grow in when it comes to RIC issues? 

Who or what am I praying for this week? 



  



  



  



Prayer Requests 

Thanks for lifting these up in prayer! 
 

Praise the Lord (joys and answered 

prayers): 

• Harriet Eckland was discharged from 
hospice (mother of Paula Donnelly) 

• For all the ministries that happened 
this year despite a pandemic and for 
the ways in which Elk River Lutheran 
lived faithfully together this year. 

• For the answering of prayers for care 
and placement of loved ones. 

• For the beauty of creation and the 
ways God continues to remind us 
how much we are loved. 

 
For Support:  
• Arvid Mugaas (Pastor Nathan’s Dad) 

moving to assisted living while Shiela 
heals from surgery 

• John Ernst and Carol Black 
• Linda and Mike Cheney 
• Jan Bucher 
• All military personnel and their 

families 
 

Health concerns: 
• Shiela Mugaas,  

(Pastor Nathan’s Mom) surgery for 
breast cancer Feb 4 

• Marv Ziner, covid pneumonia 
• Daryl Holt 
• Linda Felska 
• Ed Peterson 
• Carol Sindelir, Val Nelson’s sister 
• Kyle Quam, son of Mike and Linda 

Quam 
• Steve Lindberg 
• Elvi Peterson 
• Margaret Blahosky, friend of Donn 

and Vicki Granros (cancer) . 
• Diane McGrath, pancreatic cancer 
• Mike Cheney 
• Ken Bucher 
• Kris West, daughter of Bob and Sue 

Hagen 

• Duane Jerde 
 

 

Prayer Concerns: can be shared by emailing linda@elkriverlutheran.org or by 
contacting the church office at (763) 595-1216, or by visiting the church website at 
elkriverlutheran.org 

 
Generally, names will run for 3 weeks.  If more time is needed, please call the church office 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Week Ahead 

 

  
SUNDAY February 6 

Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Sunday 
8:30am – Traditional Worship Service  

9:30am – Fellowship Hour  
(Sanctuary & Zoom) 

10:30am Contemporary Worship 
 

TUESDAY February 8 
9am – Quilting (ERLC Lower Level) 

6pm – Riverside Ringers 
7pm – Building Committee 

 
WEDNESDAY February 9 
3pm – Worship/Music Team 

6:30pm – Worship Band 
 

THURSDAY February 10 
6pm – Choir 

 
SATURDAY February 12 
8am - Men’s Bible Study  

(Zoom Bible Study) 
 

NEXT SUNDAY February 13 
Camp Sunday 

8:30am – Traditional Worship Service  
9:30am – Fellowship Hour  

(Sanctuary & Zoom) 
10:30am Contemporary Worship 
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STAFF
If you have specific questions or needs, please feel free to contact any of the church staff: 

 

Pastor Nathan Mugaas 
763-242-8347  

pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org 

 
Jeremy Hallquist 
Minister of Congregational Care & 
Discipleship 
612-201-6382   
jeremy@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Linda Nielsen 
Office Manager 
612-845-7335   
linda@elkriverlutheran.org 

Taylor Quinn  
Director of Music Ministry & 
Worship 
816-519-2719   
taylor@elkriverlutheran.org   
 
Lisa Griffin  
Staff Pianist 
612-709-8882 
madeleinesmom@gmail.com 
 
Nick Campbell 
Online Broadcast Specialist 
ncdpv1@gmail.com

Lori Sundman  
Bookkeeper 
763-595-1216   
ERLCBookkeeper@gmail.com 
 
Brian Harding 
Custodian 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

President:   David Katzner  
Vice President:    Jennifer Stanley 
Secretary:   Sue Hales  
Treasurer:   Ron Stricker

Kari Christianson 
Matt Glasoe 
Julie Haugen 

Mark Johnson 
Connie Natwick 
Tom Werk 

 

 

 

 

Additional Ways to Give: 

• Automated Recurring Giving: Set up online via website give button, via the 

Tithe.ly phone app or by contacting the church office 

• Stocks: consider donating stocks through a conversation with your financial 

advisor and the church. 

Confirmation Worship 

Notes Form 

Confirmation Volunteer 

Form 

 

Elk River Lutheran Church 
729 Main Street – Elk River, MN 55330 

(763) 595-1216 
www.elkriverlutheran.org 

Church Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9 am – 4 pm; Fri Closed 
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