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10 Years Powered by Love 

 
 Ten years ago a courageous, faithful group of people formed Elk River 
Lutheran Church.  The dream was to establish a new Lutheran church in 
Elk River that trusted in God’s grace and joyfully embraced a welcome of 
all God’s children.  Now ten years into this journey we continue to 
celebrate the power of God’s love with our upcoming sermon series, 10th 
anniversary events, capital campaign, and mural with the theme: Powered 
by Love. 
 
Many of you may know that the city of Elk River has branded itself as 
“Powered by Nature,” to lead people to identify Elk River with its 
connections to electrical energy and its natural beauty.  As Christians we 
identify ourselves by the transformative power of God’s love, a love we are 
called to share. As Jesus says, “Just as I have loved you, you also should 
love one another.” (John 13:43)  And the Apostle Paul explained that 
God’s grace leads us to “a true living faith, active through love.” (Galatians 
5:6) We are “Powered by Love”! 
 
The city’s brand plan that led to the adoption of the tagline “Powered by 
Nature,” said this of our church neighborhood: “Downtown Elk River is the 
destination-focused center of community social life.  Social living in Elk 
River is found in many places but the place where the community desires 
to congregate is the downtown.” God has planted us right in the middle of 
downtown and over the last few years we have really lived into our call to 
be active members of this neighborhood.  Now we are prepared to further 
make our mark in Downtown Elk River with a beautiful “Powered by Love” 
mural on our building designed and painted by muralist Lili Payne. 
 
The “Powered by Love” mural will be dedicated on Sunday, May 19th as a 
part of our first 10th anniversary celebration, which will include a single 
joint outdoor worship service at 9:30 AM in our old drive through on the 
front (Main St) side of the building)  (PLEASE NOTE: NO 8:15 or 10:30 
AM services!) and our Downtown Block Party 11:00 AM-1:00 PM. 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Nathan Mugaas                                                                   
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President’s Message 
I am hoping that we have knocked the icicles from the garage roof for the last time. Even though the 
piles of snow remain, spring is in the air and soon snow will be forgotten for another year. 
 
Elk River Lutheran Church has come a long way since a group of families stepped out in faith taking on 
the challenges that, at times, seemed daunting. As ERLC continues to grow, we are blessed to be on 
this journey together, welcoming new members and sharing God’s love with each other and the 
surrounding community. 
 
This is an exciting time of the year, with Dinner Church during Lent and planning for Easter Week. 
Committees are beginning planning for spring and summer events. Again, we encourage you to find a 
way to volunteer. Please let the office know if you are able to share your gifts as we continue together to 
share the story of God’s love with visitors and each other. 
 
Planning is also underway as we look at a Capital Campaign for debt reduction and possible 
improvements to the sanctuary. We will all be hearing more this spring and learning how each of us can 
get involved. 
 
This is a pivotal time in the life of ERLC. We thank you Lord for the gifts of prayer, kindness, friendship, 
understanding, forgiveness, and love. May God bless and walk with us as we seek to serve him. 
 
We are powered by Love! 
 

Blessings, 

John Natwick 
Council President 
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Elk River Lutheran Takes Initial Steps Toward Capital Campaign 
 

 
 

 
 

 
The Elk River Lutheran Church Council is excited to be taking initial steps toward launching a capital appeal 
later this year.  We have prepared this newsletter article to demonstrate the urgent need for conducting such an 
appeal at this time. We also want to share with you the steps that have already been taken, and we want to 
invite you to get involved in this exciting process by attending a Special Congregational Meeting on April 28 at 
9:30 AM in the Sanctuary. 
 

Pastor Nathan and the ERLC Council 
 

John Natwick, President 
Mark Schwarze, Vice President 

Kari Christianson, Secretary 
Jennifer Stanley, Treasurer 

John Auel            Sarah Chur 
Jodie Dahlheimer    Ryan Herbert, 
Brian McFarlane     Michele Smith 

 
 
Why do we need to do a capital campaign? 

 
Six years ago, Elk River Lutheran Church (ERLC) entered into an agreement with Mission Investment Fund (MIF) to 

purchase and renovate our current building.  MIF is the funding branch of the ELCA that primarily helps churches fund 

building projects. Back in 2013, MIF purchased this building and since that time has been renting it to ERLC, with the 

agreement that within three years ERLC would initiate a mortgage and take over ownership of the property.  We have 



Page 5 
 

exceeded that original three year window and so MIF is rightly pressuring us to 

move forward with securing a mortgage and taking ownership of the building. 

The current debt that we owe on this building is $1.6 million. Without a capital 

campaign to help reduce the indebtedness and manage the monthly mortgage 

payments, our day-to-day ministry to people will be greatly stifled. 

 

Possible targets for the appeal: 

• Immediate principal buy-down 

• Augment General Fund monthly Principal and Interest payments for 

next 36 months 

• Remodel/enhance sanctuary space, improving aesthetics and 

functionality 

• Beautification of outdoor spaces 

• Improved signage which enhances hospitality and welcome 

 

Much listening to everyone will be factored into the early weeks of the appeal, 

so each of you will be able to have a voice and help us to shape these plans! 

 

How will this appeal be implemented? 
Last fall, the ERLC Church Council formed a Capital Campaign Interviewing 

Taskforce, whose members included: Pastor Nathan Mugaas, John Natwick, 

Angela Schwarze, Greg Pouliot, Mike Roden, and Ann Hove.  That group 

contacted six capital campaign companies/consultants and after conversation 

with those six companies recommended three for the council to interview. Last 

month, the ERLC Church Council held interviews and recommends that the 

congregation hire Blair Anderson of New Horizons Congregational Consulting. 

 
Blair Anderson served as an ELCA pastor for many years, including 21 years as 

Senior Pastor at Lord of Life Lutheran Church in Ramsey.  He has been 

conducting capital appeals for the past twelve years with small and large 

congregations throughout the USA. The council was impressed with Blair’s 

proven method for running a successful campaign but also his general 

approach.  As a former pastor, he has a very spiritual approach to all aspects of 

life, including financial stewardship. The council is excited to work with him 

and for you to meet him. 

 

Laying the groundwork for this campaign would begin later this spring, with 

the campaign officially kicking off in the fall. 

 

Why do we need to hire a consultant to help lead our capital appeal? 
By hiring a professional consultant like Blair Anderson, this campaign will be 

set up to succeed in ways that will dramatically further the mission and 

ministry of ERLC.  The cost of hiring a capital campaign consultant is 

significant, but he brings a wealth of knowledge and experience and will be able 

to dedicate the massive amounts of time necessary to lead us toward successful 

results.  By investing in a qualified consultant, we are contracting for time, 

training, talent, temperament, LEADERSHIP and ENERGY—a wise 

investment, indeed! 

“I am so excited for this next 
step in our congregation’s 
life!  This capital campaign 
gives us the opportunity to 
prayerfully consider the future 
God is calling us into as we 
celebrate the ERLC’s first 10 
years of ministry.”  

~Pastor Nathan Mugaas 
 

 

 
“In my career as an architect I 
worked with many churches 
like ERLC.  I saw that the 
process of working with a 
capital campaign consultant 
became a powerful tool, not 
only for meeting the financial 
goals, but in building disciples 
within the membership.”  

~John Natwick,  
Current ERLC Council 

President 

 

 

 
"I have had the experience of 
doing several capital 
campaigns.  One we tried to do 
on our own with about one-
third the success of hiring a 
professional service.  With a 
professional service, we 
commit together as a 
congregation to look deep into 
our faith and seek God's 
leading as to how God wants to 
lead us in ministry.  This can 
be a time of genuine growth as 
a congregation in mission."  

~Cedric Olson, Retired Pastor 
and Member of ERLC 

 
 
 

 

 

What is next? 
Please plan to attend the Special Congregational Meeting on April 28 at 9:30 AM 

in the Sanctuary.  If you have questions before then, please feel free to talk to 

anyone from the ERLC Church Council or Pastor Nathan. ERLC’s Church 

Council unanimously recommends the hiring of consultant, Blair Anderson, and 

moving forward with the appeal. 

 



Page 6 
 

  



Page 7 
 

  



Page 8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

New Members 
 

As we begin April, we will welcome new members to Elk 

River Lutheran Church.  Our new member orientation is 

scheduled as:  

Sunday March 31: 9:20 – 10:20 – New Member 

Orientation 

Wednesday April 3: 6pm New Member Lenten Dinner 

Church 

Sunday April 7: New Member Sunday  

Those interested in becoming official members of Elk River Lutheran Church  can contact the church office by phone or 

email, or let us know on their registration slip during worship. 

There are many opportunities to participate and volunteer within the ministries of this church, but first and foremost, 

we hope you’ll join us for worship on Sunday mornings! We look forward to getting to know our new members and 

serving as we strive to fulfill our mission “Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting, joyful community, , serving God and 

neighbor.” 

  



 

“Just Mercy” 

A good group of 8-9 people are currently reading and discussing 

the book Just Mercy by Attorney Bryan Stevenson, founder of 

the Equal Justice Initiative and long- time advocate for the 

under-represented in the criminal justice system. We have been 

able to engage together in some honest discussion about how we 

view this situation in light of our Christian faith. This book 

may be required reading for those interested in racial justice in 

our society! Thanks to everybody who is making the time to 

participate. 

 

Carol Vickstrom 

 

Book Studies 

 

“Love without Limits” 

Sunday mornings May 5 & 12 and June 2 & 9 

Meeting during the coffee hour: 9:20 am to 10:20 am 

Love without Limits, written by Jacqueline Bussie, probes a deep 

question in life of Christians around the world. Does Jesus’ 

radical vision of love have limits? If you gathered from the title 

Jacqueline would argue no, love carries no limits in the expanse 

and wonder of God’s creation. So, how do love without limits in a 

world that is divided, that polarizes people and seeks to create 

barriers to who is welcome? We are challenged to think about 

love not in the lens of our human stories, but rather through the 

limitless and powerfully redemptive love of Jesus.  

The cost for the book is $18.00. There is a significantly cheaper 

option on Kindle via Amazon if you would prefer a digital copy.  

Our final date to have us order will be April 10th. We do ask that 

you would consider signing up for the discussion group. 
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Adult Faith Formation 

 

Financial Peace University  
 
If you find yourself living paycheck to paycheck, this is a guide that 

can help move you toward financial freedom.  "No more slave to the 

lender" Be a good manager of God's money that he has blessed you 

with.  

 

Scripture tells you how to manage our money and shows us how to be 

debt free, tithe and invest in the future.  This was a great experience 

for us to learn a different way to budget and manage our money.  I 

strongly suggest everyone to check it out when we offer it again. 

 

Michele Smith 
  

 

 
 

 

Sanctuary & Freedom from Injustice  

I have never been a protestor or demonstrator. I normally avoid 

confrontation, preferring to affect change in other ways. Last fall I 

became more and more aware of the plight of immigrants and 

refugees. The desperation and futility they must feel touched my 

heart. I had to get involved. I have been blessed by the 

opportunity to attend Sanctuary and Freedom from Injustice 

meetings with Christians from ELRC and Union UCC. In 

December and February, I participated in Prayer Vigils at the 

Sherburne County Government Center. We gathered outside at the 

main entrance and formed a circle. We sang songs, read scripture 

and surrounded the inmates, workers and government officials with 

prayer. In a world where we feel there’s so little one individual can 

do, this experience was so gratifying. I have to believe that our 

prayers are making a difference. At both events we presented gifts 

to be distributed to the immigrant inmates and staff. 

Unfortunately, our candy canes and valentine cards were labeled 

by the sheriff as contraband and could not be distributed. I 

strongly encourage you to consider attending our next vigil later on 

May 1st. God’s love can and does make a difference!  

Conni Natwick 
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LIFE (LIVING IN FAITH EVERYDAY) GROUPS  
 

The last LIFE group sermon series began the end of January 2019 and went though the month of February.  There were 

approximately 42 participants in 4 different groups in this round of LIFE groups. The topics were all related to the 

Bible; is the Bible true, the importance of both the old & new testaments, & the reasons for so many different versions.  

One of the Life group members said the sessions were very good & informative. Group members felt the topic was 

interesting and educational. The confirmation videos also provided some helpful information about the Bible. A new 

member pointed out how great small groups are to the health of the congregation, but it was a bit frustrating that due to 

the weather some sessions had to be cancelled & then combined leaving us less time to get to know one another better. 

Weather issues aside, the group members felt that the topic was important and brought forth some great discussion 

about the Bible.  

Lorie  
Schulstad-Werk 
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2019 Promotional Materials Plan 

Powered By Love 
 

Powered by Love Mural and Merchandise  
 
 
Elk River Lutheran Church is excited to share a beautiful and 

positive message in downtown Elk River with our new “Powered 

by Love” mural.  The ERLC Council has directed Lili Payne, an 

artist based in the Twin Cities, to design the image and paint it on 

the East side of our building later this spring.  To celebrate our 

shared congregational identity and this great new design, we are 

creating t-shirts and other merchandise that will be made available 

for sale soon. 

 

The City of Elk River has branded itself as “Powered by Nature,” 

to lead people to identify Elk River with the its connections to 

electrical energy and its natural beauty.  As Christians we identify ourselves by the transformative power of God’s love, 

a love we are called to share. Elk River Lutheran Church’s mission statement, “Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting, 

joyful community, serving God and neighbor,” embodies the promise that as a church we are “Powered by Love”! 

 

As Jesus says, “Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.” (John 13:43)  And the Apostle Paul explained 

that God’s grace leads us to “a true living faith, active through love.”  (Galatians 5:6) We are filled with God’s love and 

called to share God’s love… we are “Powered by Love”! 

 
 
Soon orders for t-shirts, hoodies, coffee cups, hats and more will be available to the congregation.   
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Special Music  

“Ashes” Isn’t Just for Deadpool.  

ERLC vocalist Donna Heaston recently sang the song “Ashes” during ERLC’s Ash Wednesday service.  Her 

performance left a normally applause-friendly congregation in silence.  Some of you were maybe thinking “Oh, I’ve 

heard this song before.  I just can’t put my thumb on it.” For you Marvel movie fans you most likely heard it when you 

watched Deadpool 2.  Although the association to DP2 may not be the most reverent, the song itself is one of prayer, 

power and great impact.  “Ashes” was written by Jordan Smith, 

winner of season 9 of The Voice.  As he was thinking of his friends 

going through a hard time, he started uttering the melody as a prayer 

for them: “let beauty come out of ashes”.  The rest of song came out of 

that prayer, and now is being performed by Céline Dion.  This gives 

evidence to us that even in secular pop culture we see the themes of 

Jesus’ gospel. 

What's left to say? These prayers ain't working anymore; 

Every word shot down in flames. 

What's left to do with these broken pieces on the floor? 

I'm losing my voice calling on you. 

Can you use these tears to put out the fires in my soul? 

'Cause I need you here. 

 

 

 

Chicago Folk Service Introduced at Traditional Service  

 

For the season of Lent, Art Gorman’s Chicago Folk Service has been introduced to the 

Traditional service participants of ERLC. In the ‘70s Gorman reimagined the 

liturgical music traditionally set for many Lutheran congregations of that time.  This 

adaptation became popular throughout the decades, and now is being included in 

ERLC’s various repertoire of liturgical settings. 

 
Here’s short description of Gorman’s 

composition. 
“[Written primarily for acoustic guitar] Art 

Gorman's Chicago Folk Service reaches the 

minds and hearts of contemporary youth and 

provides a bridge of understanding among all 

generations. The work began in Chicago's inner 

city, and over 25 years spread and evolved, with 

contributions from all over the country, into its 

present form.” - Neil A. Kjos Music 
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The Lord’s Prayer: A Different Take on Traditional Text   

 
Variations of “The Lord’s Prayer” have been written throughout time.  These words Jesus used to teach us about 

communication with God have been rearranged in ways that help us understand a greater depth of God’s love and 

character.  At ERLC’s weekly Dinner Church event, congregants read “The Lord’s Prayer” but not as they’ve 

known it for years and years. During the forty days of worldly abstinence 

they are reciting a unique adaptation of this prayer from the New Zealand 

Prayer Book.  

 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

sustain our hope and come on earth. 

 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The introduction of New Zealand Prayer Book says this is “a deliberate attempt to allow a multitude of voices to speak”. 

We as Lutheran know the language of our traditional “Lord’s Prayer”.  As we speak the words of other versions our eyes 

are opened to a vastness of God 

 

 

Dinner Church:  Food - Fellowship – Scripture 

Everyone is welcome at the table 

30% increase in attendance this Lenten Season! 
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Children, Youth and Family 

 

2019 Family Camp Weekend 
FRIDAY - SUNDAY, JULY 26-28 

Join Pastor Nathan, Jeremy Hallquist, and Rotz 

Families for a family weekend of making memories 

that will last a lifetime. Enjoy Luther Crest 

accommodations, at (and do no dishes!) in the 

newly renovated Dining Hall, play games, worship 

together, meet new friends and engage in Christ-

Centered conversations during Bible study. All the 

fun of Family Camp packed into one great 

weekend!  You will find other members of ERLC 

taking advantage of many of the other camps at 

Luther Crest as well.  

 

For more information check out their website at 

luthercrest.org 

 

 
 

 
Feed my Starving Children 
Event 

SATURDAY, MAY 4 -  9am - 11am 

Christ calls us to feed the hungry, and on 

Saturday, May 4th from 9am-11am, ERLC 

congregation will be going to Feed My Starving 

Children in Coon Rapids to help meet the needs of 

starving children.  

 

 Our hands, working together, makes a real impact 

in the lives of children all over the world.   

 

If you would like to rock a fashionable hair net 

and join us, please contact Martha at 

martha@elkriverlutheran.org.   

 

Everyone is welcome!   

 

“Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens, your 

faithfulness to the skies”.  Psalm 36:5 

 

mailto:martha@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:martha@elkriverlutheran.org
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Pancake Breakfast  
PALM SUNDAY APRIL 14TH – 9:15am - Noon 
 
Mmmmm…pancakes! Make sure you come to church 

hungry on Palm Sunday, April 14th.  Not only will you 

be fed spiritually, but you will be fed with delicious 

pancakes, sausages and fruit.  Free will offering.  Proceeds 

go toward the youth mission trip to Thunder Bay, 

Ontario. 

 

 

 

Varty’s 

Just in time for Mother’s Day, Varty’s Greenhouse is 

opening it’s doors to Elk River Lutheran Church from 

5:00-7:00pm on Sunday, May 5th.  If you’ve never been 

there, Jill and her crew have a phenomenal array of 

flowers, plants, hanging baskets, pots and more!  The 

flowers are stunning, the selection is wonderful and the 

location is beautiful.  Proceeds go toward the youth 

mission trip to Thunder Bay, Ontario.  13192 – 192nd 

Ave NW, Elk River, MN 

Youth Mission Trip 

This summer our high school youth (t5) will be heading up to Thunder Bay, Ontario for their mission trip.  11 of us will 

be heading North on JULY 13TH and returning on JULY 20TH.  While there we will be involved in several service 

projects including working at the Thunder Bay Shelter House, 

Habitat for Humanity, the local food shelf and children’s 

organizations to name a few.  This is an excellent faith growth 

opportunity and we are so grateful for the support, prayers 

and love of this congregation! 
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Graduating Senior Sunday – 2019 Graduating Class! 
JUNE 2 during services and fellowship reception 
 

Please keep the following individuals in your 

prayers as they go through their last days of 

their high school education! 

• Caden Holt 

• Carly Jagodzinski 

• Gabby Klinkenborg 

• Madison Mitzuk 

• Julia Pierce 

• Madison Stevens 

• Sonja Tesdahl 

• Taylor Weidner 

• Cassidy Wolcenski 

• TJ Wurtz 

If we are missing anyone, please let Martha 

Herbert or the church office know. 

 

Confirmation Retreat 

Pastor Nathan, Martha, 7th and 8th grade confirmation students and two parents attended a confirmation retreat at 

Luther Crest Bible Camp March 22-23 

  

2018 Graduation Class 
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Club 56 

FRIDAY MAY 17 

7pm – 11pm 

To the untrained eye, it may 

appear that these 5th and 6th 

graders are just hanging out 

on the kitchen floor.  But so 

much more is going on!  

Henry, Noah, Abby, Hannah, 

Summer, Avery, Emma, 

Alexia, Delaney and Jordan 

are in deep conversation 

strategizing the best way to 

defeat the two Grogs , Carter 

and Anneliese (not pictured).  

Grog is just one of the crazy 

fun games that we play during 

Club 56.  In addition to fun 

and food, we incorporate a 

service project into each 

evening.  If you’re in 5th or 

6th grade, come see what all 

the hoopla is about at our 

next event on Friday, May 

17th from 7-11pm.   

RSVP to Martha at 

martha@elkriverlutheran.org. 

Go Fourth! 

Next Adventure/Service Project:  

SATURDAY JUNE 1 

10am – 12:30pm 

Contact Martha if your child is in 4th 

grade and would like to attend. 

 

On a cold morning in February, our 4th grade 

students embarked on our first ever “Go Fourth” 

event.  We started the morning in the kitchen at 

church creating and baking delicious (yes, we actually 

tried them!) dog biscuits.  Then we all piled in the van 

and headed over to Minnesota Aussie Rescue in 

Otsego.  Run for over 20 years, Nancy Anderson and 

her husband Marv have dedicated themselves to helping and rehabilitating Australian shepherds in need.  While there, 

we learned about all it takes to run an organization like this and why it’s so important to care for all of God’s 

creatures.  The best part was being able to cuddle with Digger, Daisy, Sasha and many other loving and wonderful dogs.   

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

  

Communion Class 
 

Please take note of the following dates and times for those students in 

Communion Class: 

• SUNDAY, MARCH 31ST – 11:45am -12:15pm.  Students will 

meet in the Community Room to paint/decorate their 

communion cups. (This is the rescheduled date from March 10) 

• SATURDAY, APRIL 13TH – 10am – Noon.  Students will go 

in-depth learning about the history, ritual, significance and 

logistics of communion.  We will be baking bread, sampling a 

Seder meal and much more. 

• MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 18TH – 6:30pm.  Students 

will celebrate their 1st Communion with family and friends 

during our Maundy Thursday worship service. 

 
 

 

 

 

LiFT! schedule 
 
• MARCH 31 – No LiFT! 

• APRIL 14 – Children perform during Palm 

Sunday worship services 

• APRIL 21 – No LiFT! Easter Sunday 

• MAY 12 – Children sing for Mother’s Day during 

both worship services 

• MAY 19 – Children sing during worship service 

as we celebrate the end of the church school 

year.  Don’t miss the block party after worship! 

 



 
 

 

HELP WANTED 

VIDEOGRAPHER 
WANTED 

Do you know of or 
are you a secret 
videographer?   

Please contact the 
church office! 

 

FELLOWSHIP COFFEE 
HOUR VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED 

Have you ever thought about how very 

important Coffee Hour fellowship time 

is to the ERLC Church family? 

Christian fellowship, outreach to 

guests, connecting and reconnecting 

with friends happens because of you, 

our volunteers! 

The process is simple. A member of the 

committee will be available to help you. 

The effort is minimal, and the rewards 

are great! To help, please see Barb 

Overbye or Toby Moe or contact the 

church office. 

  

MAGAZINE ARTICLE 
WRITERS 

Have you taken 
journalist classes or 

loved creative writing? 

We continue to work to improve our 

Magazine and hope to share more 

stories.  We are looking for individuals 

interested in helping write stories 

including stories about events or by 

interviewing others. Please contact the 

church office if interested. 

 

TRUMPET PLAYER 

Are you a trumpet player or 

do you know one? We are in 

desperate need for a trumpet 

play for our Easter Services. 

We are willing to pay$$! 

They do NOT need to be 

members of ERLC. 

 Contact Taylor Quinn at 

taylor@elkriverlutheran.org 

for more information 

 

It’s Musical. It’s Fun. 
Handbell Ringers are 

Needed! 

We are seeking ringers for our 

Riverside Ringers Handbell Choir.  

All people, regardless of music 

experience are invited to take part. 

Practice is Monday evenings at 6:30 

pm. 

Contact Taylor Quinn at 

taylor@elkriverlutheran.org for more 

information 

 

Acoustic Guitarists 
Wanted: 

The 10:30 service needs guitarists  

to help lead music for weekly services. 

Must have a basic knowledge of playing, 

Additional training can be provided. 

Commitment level is once a month. 

Rehearsals are Thursday nights. 

Contact Taylor Quinn if interested: 

taylor@elkriverlutheran.org 

 

mailto:taylor@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:taylor@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:taylor@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:taylor@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:taylor@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:taylor@elkriverlutheran.org


 
 

  

Church Office: 

(763) 595-1216 

729 Main Street, Elk River MN 55330 

elkriverlutheran.info@gmail.com 

 

Office Hours: M–Th 9am-4pm 

 

www.elkriverlutheran.org 

 

Like us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/ElkRiverLutheran 

 
Staff 
• • • 

Pastor Nathan Mugaas 
(763) 242-8347 
pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
 

Minister of Congregational Care & Discipleship 
Jeremy Hallquist…..(612)201-6382 
jeremy@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Children, Youth & Family 
Martha Herbert…..(763) 595-1216  
martha@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Director of Music Ministry  
Taylor Quinn ..... (816) 519-2719 
taylor@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Office Manager 
Linda Nielsen ... (763) 595-1216 
linda@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Bookkeeper 
Lori Sundman ... (763) 595-1216 
ERLCBookkeeper@gmail.com 
 
Custodian: Brian Harding 
 
Nursery Attendants: 
Sonja Tesdahl and David McFarlane 
 
 

 

Congregational Council  

• • • 

President: John Natwick 

Vice President: Mark Schwarze 

Secretary: Kari Christianson 

Treasurer: Jennifer Stanley 

 

John Auel Sarah Chur 

Jodie Dahlheimer Ryan Herbert 

Brian McFarlane Michele Smith 
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April 2019 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 6:30pm 

Handbell 
Rehearsal;  
Hospitality 
Mtg 

9:30am 
Quilting / Bible 
Study  
6:30pm Beer & 
Hymns 
 

6pm New Member 
Lenten Dinner 
7pm Choir 
7:30pm 5 
 

6:30pm Worship 
Band 

 8am-Men’s 
Bible Study  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
NEW MEMBER 
SUNDAY 
 

6:30pm 
Handbell 
Rehearsal 

9:30am 
Quilting / Bible 
Study 
7pm Women’s 
Bible Study 

4:30pm 
Worship/Music 
Mtg 
6pm Dinner Church 
7pm Choir  
7:30pm 5 
 

4:45pm Council 
Officers Mtg 
6:30pm Worship 
Band 

 8am Men’s 
Bible Study 
10am 1st 
Communion 
Class 

14 15 16 17 
 

18 19 20 
PALM SUNDAY 
PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST 
No LiFT!  

 

6:30pm 
Handbell 
Rehearsal 

9:30am 
Quilting / Bible 
Study 
6:30pm Council 
Meeting 

6:30pm Choir & 
Confirmation 
7:30pm 5 
 

MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 
5:30pm Music 
Rehearsal 
6:30pm Worship 
Service 

GOOD 
FRIDAY 
5:30pm 
Music 
Rehearsal 
6:30pm 
Service 

8am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
EASTER 
No LiFT! 

 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 
6:30pm 
Handbell 
Rehearsal 

9:30am 
Quilting / Bible 
Study 
 

6:30pm Choir & 
Confirmation 
7:30pm 5 
 

  8am Men’s 
Bible Study 
 

28 29 30     
HOLY HUMOR 
SUNDAY 
9:30am 
Congregational 
Meeting 
1pm Umbrella Mtg 

6:30pm 
Handbell 
Rehearsal 

9:30am 
Quilting / Bible 
Study 
 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the 
Lord!  Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest 
heaven!"  

~Luke 19:38 

  

Sunday Schedule 
8:15 – Traditional 

9:20- LiFT! (Family Sunday School) 
10:30 – Contemporary  



 
 

May 2019 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 
   6:30pm Choir & 

Confirmation 

7:30pm 5 

 

6:30pm 
Worship Band 

 8am Men’s 
Bible Study 

10am FMSC 
Event 
 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
9:20am “Love 
Without Limits” 
Book Study 
 

6:30pm 
Hospitality Mtg 
6:30pm 
Handbell 
Rehearsal 

9:30am Quilting 
/ Bible Study 
6:30pm Beer & 
Hymns 
 
 

4:30pm Worship/Music 
6:30pm Choir & 
Confirmation 

7:30pm 5 

 

4:45pm 
Council 
Officers 
Meeting 
6:30pm 
Worship Band 

 8am Men’s 
Bible Study  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
MOTHERS” DAY 
LiFT! Sings 

9:20am “Love 
Without Limits” 
Book Study 

 

9:30am ERLC-
CAER 
6:30pm 
Handbell 
Rehearsal 

9:30am Quilting 
/ Bible Study 
7pm Women’s 
Bible 

9:30am ERLC-CAER 
9:30am AFF Mtg 
6:30pm Choir & 
Confirmation 

7:30pm 5 

6:30pm 
Worship Band 

7pm Club 
56 

8am Men’s 
Bible Study  

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
9:30AM JOINT 
SERVICE – Bring 
Lawn Chair 
LiFT! Sings 

11am – 1pm 
Downtown 
Block Party 

6:30pm 
Handbell 
Rehearsal 

9:30am Quilting 
/ Bible Study 
6:30pm Council 

 6:30pm 
Worship Band 

 8am Men’s 
Bible Study  

26 27 28 29 30 31 1 
 Offices Closed

 

9:30am Quilting 
/ Bible Study 
 

   8am Men’s 
Bible Study 

10am Go 4th 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I 
give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will 
snatch them out of my hand.” 

~John 10: 27-28 

 
  

Sunday Schedule 

8:15 – Traditional 
9:20- LiFT! (Family Sunday School) 

10:30 – Contemporary  



 
 

  



 
 

 
729 Main Street. Elk River MN 55330 
(763) 595-1216 
Elkriverlutheran.info@gmail.com 
www.elkriverlutheran.org 
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