Pastor’s Message
I have been so grateful for the little teases of summer weather we’ve
experienced over the last few weeks. It has been so good for my family
(especially the kids!) to get out of the house. After a long winter hunkering
down inside we’re getting out, visiting with neighbors, and enjoying our
neighborhood. In Minnesota, summer is the season that best lends itself
to getting out of the house.
Summer is the season that we most get out of the house as a church too.
Starting last month with the Downtown Block Party (which ended up being
moved inside) and throughout the summer we have several opportunities
to “get out of the house,” visit with our neighbors and enjoy our downtown
neighborhood. I invite you to spend some extra time in downtown Elk
River this summer shopping, getting ice cream at Daddy-O’s, grabbing
some meat to grill from Elk River Meats, attending the Thursday farmers
market and outdoor concert series, and enjoy the river views. I also invite
you to the events the church will be hosting and participating in, including
Kids and Seniors Days at the Farmers Market and Elk RIverFest. (more
information about these events can be found in this issue of The Current)
God has placed our church in this neighborhood and we are blessed by all
it has to offer.
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This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!
~ Psalm 118:24
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Mission
Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting,
joyful community, serving God and
neighbor.
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President’s Message
As we head into our capital campaign, there will be many opportunities for everyone to get involved.
We’ll be working together in teams, defining the steps we’ll take to better serve our mission at Elk River
Lutheran Church.
We will be learning together about the true meaning of our stewardship, looking into our hearts, and
prayerfully challenge ourselves.
We have been truly blessed to have a church family that lifts us up in prayer and shares God’s love in
our congregation and community.
Together we pray for guidance as we take on this journey together.
We are ‘Powered by Love’.
Blessings,
John Natwick
Council President

Financial Report
At our annual meeting in January, we passed a deficit budget, but you can see here that thanks to the
generosity of so many Elk River Lutheran Church members we show just a small deficit as of the end of
April. The cold, difficult winter provided higher than normal snow removal and heating bills, as well as
lower attendance in worship on some Sundays. However, overall attendance and giving have been very
strong. So thank you!

Year to Date Actual
$155,952.70
$164,427.61
- $ 8,474.91

Income (General Offering)
Expenses
Profit/Loss

Year to Date Budget
$151,909.20
$159,462.72
- $ 7,553.52

Jennifer Stanley
Council Treasurer
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ERLC Update On Capital Campaign
Last month we began celebrating our 10th anniversary as a church with a Combined Worship Service, Mural
Dedication, and Downtown Block Party (I say began, because we hope to celebrate this milestone throughout the rest of
this year!). We grounded that celebration in the phrase “Powered by Love,” a phrase that speaks not only to the
original founding vision of Elk River Lutheran, but also to who we are still today. I am excited for the ways this capital
campaign will help us further live into mission and make that original vision a reality.
Since the April 28th Congregational Meeting, when Pastor Blair Anderson of New Horizons Congregational Consulting,
was hired, I have met with him, worked with the council to further flush out the campaign goals, and our capital
campaign executive team has met for the first time. Members of that newly formed team include:
Pastor Blair Anderson, Consultant
Kari Christianson
Adam Horner

Marianne Jackson
Janelle Katzner
Pastor Nathan Mugaas

John Natwick
Cedric Olson
Greg Pouliot

A major goal of this campaign is to pay down the debt we owe on this property, so that we can secure a mortgage with
as low of a balance as possible. This effort frees up the general offerings received to continue and further the ministry of
Elk River Lutheran Church. Along with tending to the debt, we also have some wonderful preliminary plans for ways to
improve the building and help us better live into the space. There will be opportunities for further discussion around
these goals:
• Immediate principal buydown
• Augment general fund monthly principal and interest payments for 36 months
• Remodel sanctuary space- improving aesthetics and functionality
• Improved signage and landscaping (with focus on Main St side of property)
• Enhance main entrance to improve welcome
• Additional principal buydown
In the coming weeks and months we will be working to recruit approximately 100 of us to serve on these nine teams:
• The Executive Team—a group of overseers who give guidance to the entire appeal process
• Advance Gifts—the team which helps to find some of the early leadership gifts
• Spiritual Life—the team which makes sure the entire campaign is bathed in prayer
• Arrangements—the team which provides great food, refreshments and gracious hospitality
• Messengers—the team which makes sure every single household is contacted by phone, not asking for money,
but making authentic connections
• Communications—the team which makes sure we are getting on the radar screens of 5 unique generations with
accurate information and inspiration.
• Young Disciples—the team which makes sure children and youth are included in this faith journey
• Congregational Events—the team which plans special worship experiences
• Follow up—the team which works with the consultant for the next 3 years—making sure the vision of the
appeal is kept alive
It is an exciting time to be a part of Elk River Lutheran Church. We are celebrating an amazing ten years of life
together and following God into this bold vision for our future. I ask you to pray for our church during this time and
that you would prayerfully consider joining one of the nine teams mentioned above. Thank you for your love of this
church and your willingness to live powered by love!
With thanks,

Pastor Nathan Mugaas
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Back by Popular Demand:

Weird Animal Stories of the Bible
Last summer we explored some of the fun, strange, scary,
and confusing animal stories found in the Bible. This was a
fun series, so we’re bringing it back! We’ll explore a new
series of “Weird Animal Stories of the Bible” starting in late
June. Like last time, we’ll ask a couple of main questions as
we wrestle with these stories: “What does this story say
about who God is? And what does it say about who we are
as people?” Sometimes our answers to these questions will be
clear and satisfying, sometimes we’ll be left scratching our
heads. We may even have some special live animal guests!
Weird Animal Stories of the Bible
June 23- Daniel: In the Lions’ Den
June 30- Samson: Foxtails and Fury
July 7- Jesus: Fishing for Tax Money
July 14- Noah 1: All the Animals 2x2
July 21- Noah 2: Ravens, Doves, and drinks
July 28- Jonah: God Ordains a Worm

ERLC Genealogy
Group
Have you wanted to know more about your
family’s roots but don’t know where to start? Or
have you started researching but hit a wall? Do
you need to be with other people who do
genealogy to get motivated or get help?
The Genealogy Group meets once a month to
share family stories, share our discoveries and
assist each other with research.
We meet monthly and our next meeting is
Thursday, June 20th from 10am to noon.

~ Diana Schansberg
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Recap of Downtown Block Party
by Michele Smith
Church Council Member and Member of ERLC Special Events Team
We had a good turn out, even though the weather was less than perfect. Thank you all for helping to get ready for the
party, attended and showed the Power by Love to the community. Vonnie the clown was hit. He had walked the city
streets to greet unexpected people passing by. Great music was sung and played. Bouncy house, games along with the
minnow races and the exotic animal show was again amazing.
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Even with the cold rainy weather that forced us to move inside, many people from our church and the greater
community came out to celebrate with us. The only thing we weren’t able to move inside was our “crazy hair” station,
where kids (or adventurous adults) could get their hair spray colored. People enjoyed a picnic meal with hot dogs
provided by Elk River Meats, live music from our church musicians, a bounce house set up in the church sanctuary,
carnival games, and prize giveaways from several downtown businesses. We love our downtown neighborhood and are
so grateful for our neighbors. Our Downtown Block Party ended with an exotic animal show put on by our very own
Martha Herbert, who owns Creature Encounters. Martha is our Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministry and
also, through Creature Encounters, rescues exotic animals and does education programming all over the Twin
Cities. Thank you to the ERLC staff and members who worked so hard to make this event happen and to all who
attended. Ten years powered by love, and going strong!

Pastor Nathan Mugaas
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Mark your calendars for Elk RiverFest on Saturday, July 6, 2019 in beautiful downtown Elk River. Main Street is the
place to be from 2:00 to 9:00 p.m. with activities for the entire family! Let the little ones loose in the Kids Fun Zone,
browse vendor booths, enjoy food, drinks, live music, and an amazing fireworks show! Help us make the 2nd annual Elk
RiverFest another huge success!

Kids Days
Kids Day will be the second Thursday of the month and offer events for
children. Elk River Lutheran Church will have a bounce house and activities
on the church property at 729 Main St., across the street from the farmers
market. (June 13, July 11, August 8 and September 12)

Senior Days – Car Show
In August 2018, ERLC in conjunction with the Farmers Market held it’s
first car show. We were blessed with beautiful weather and several classic
cars as well as unique vehicles, it turned out to be a success! We are looking
forward to repeating this event this summer on Thursday, August 1st.
VOLUNTEERS: are needed to bring their classic car as well as any unique vehicles (last year we had some old model
snowmobiles as well as unique 3-wheel spider) to help make this show a success. If you have such a vehicle you would
like to display please contact: Michele Smith, Lorie Schulstad-Werk or let Jeremy Hallquist as soon as possible. Of
course, we realize that the display of these vehicles requires dry weather so we hope that will be the case again this year.
We are looking forward to having another successful car show with your help!!

~ Lorie Schulstad-Werk
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Children, Youth and Family
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VBS is coming to
Elk River Lutheran!
At Roar, kids explore
God's goodness and
celebrate a ferocious
faith that powers
them through this
wild life.

Register at
bit.ly/erlcvbs
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Music Ministry
WORSHIP IN 7 MOVEMENTS
By Taylor Quinn
Do you ever notice there are four sections our worship services:
“The Gathering of God’s People”, “The Word of God
Proclaimed”, “Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God”, and “The
Sending of God’s People”. I recently stumbled upon a
Facebook post that explained the purpose of those sections and
why each is important. I find knowing these purposes gives
more meaning to the spiritual practice of attending church. I
hope it brings you a deeper understanding of what we do every
week.
Below are the headings that appear in our bulletins with the
items we move through within each service. The additional
information is taken from an article called “Worship in 7
Movements” by Matthew Anderson, a Lutheran Pastor in
Victorville, CA. He explains how each numbered item
accomplishes a meaningful purpose in the worship service.
Check it out, and may it enrich your experience every Sunday
this summer.

The Gathering of God’s People
1. “Welcome” and the “Gathering Hymn/Song”
We Gather: Intentionally calls the assembly to worship.
2. “Confession and Forgiveness”
We Express Our Need for God: Includes a prayer for God’s presence and/or confession of sin.
3. “Song of Praise”
We Sing Christ’s Praises for God’s glory revealed in Jesus, the fulfillment of our need.

The Word of God Proclaimed
4.

“First & Second Reading(s)”, “Gospel Acclamation (8:15 am service)”, “Children’s Message” and “Sermon”
We Hear God’s Word through hearing the Gospel. Our faith is nourished.

Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God
5. “Hymn/Song of the Day”, “Bidding Prayers”, and “Offering”
We Respond to God’s Word. We proclaim/respond to God’s Word as an assembly; offer ourselves in response.
6. “Words of Institution”, “The Lord’s Prayer”, and “Communion”
We Receive Christ’s Presence. Through eating and drinking, God’s grace works in us.

The Sending of God’s People
7. “Blessing of Congregation”, “Sending Hymn/Song”, “Sending Dialogue”
We Are Sent. We go to participate in God’s mission in the world.
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A POEM FOR MOTHERS AND FATHERS DAY
By Taylor Quinn

Many of you know I’m a fan of On Being
with Krista Tippet. Back in March, I
listened to an interview she had with
Sharon Olds, a Creative Writing Professor
at New York University and a Pulitzer
Prize-winning poet. I was so impressed by
Ms. Olds’ poem “Exclusive” that I wanted
to share it with you. This is lieu of Mothers
& Fathers Day. May all parents remember
how exclusive their love is for their
children, and may all the children know
how the parents’ love is only for them.

Exclusive
By Sharon Olds
(for my daughter)
I lie on the beach, watching you
as you lie on the beach, memorizing you
against the time when you will not be with me:
your empurpled lips, swollen in the sun
and smooth as the inner lips of a shell;
your biscuit-gold skin, glazed and
faintly pitted, like the surface of a biscuit;
the serious knotted twine of your hair.
I have loved you instead of anyone else,
loved you as a way of loving no one else,
every separate grain of your body
building the god, as you were built within me,
a sealed world. What if from your lips
I had learned the love of other lips,
from your starred, gummed lashes the love of
other lashes, from your shut, quivering
eyes the love of other eyes,
from your body the bodies,
from your life the lives?
Today I see it is there to be learned from you:
to love what I do not own.
from Strike Sparks, 2004
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Congregational Council
•••
Church Office:
(763) 595-1216
729 Main Street, Elk River MN 55330
elkriverlutheran.info@gmail.com
Office Hours: M–Th 9am-4pm
www.elkriverlutheran.org

President: John Natwick

Like us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/ElkRiverLutheran

Staff
•••

Vice President: Mark Schwarze

Pastor Nathan Mugaas
(763) 242-8347
pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org
Minister of Congregational Care & Discipleship
Jeremy Hallquist…..(612)201-6382
jeremy@elkriverlutheran.org

Secretary: Kari Christianson

Children, Youth & Family
Martha Herbert…..(763) 595-1216
martha@elkriverlutheran.org
Director of Music Ministry
Taylor Quinn..... (816) 519-2719
taylor@elkriverlutheran.org
Office Manager
Linda Nielsen ... (763) 595-1216
linda@elkriverlutheran.org
Bookkeeper
Lori Sundman ... (763) 595-1216
ERLCBookkeeper@gmail.com
Custodian: Brian Harding
Nursery Attendants:
Sonja Tesdahl and David McFarlane

Treasurer: Jennifer Stanley

John Auel
Jodie Dahlheimer
Brian McFarlane

Sarah Chur
Ryan Herbert
Michele Smith

“LL Stories” e-digest
Get “Living Lutheran” stories sent directly to your inbox. Sign up for free
and choose what categories you’re interested in and how frequently you’d
like stories delivered. Sign up for the “LL Stories” e-digest at
livinglutheran.org/subscribe.

Refer a student to Lutheran Campus Ministry
Do you know a graduating high school senior or current college student? Help them find a church home at college
with Lutheran Campus Ministry. Through this online form, you can refer a student to a community of faith on
campus: lumin-networkreferral.org/student-referrals/.
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Bible Study
Ann Follmer
Baby Shower
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9am Quilting
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Study
6:30pm
Council
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Faith
Formation

15

Mission
Trip

20
8am Mems
Bible Study
Chuck & Jane
Cazett 50th
Anniversary

Mission Trip to Thunder Bay
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9am Quilting
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28
River Stories
Event
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29
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9:20 – Fellowship Coffee Hour
10:30 – Contemporary
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