
 

  



Page 2 
 

 

 

 

 

  ERLC Current 
The bi-monthly newsletter of Elk River 
Lutheran Church 

 
Contributors 

Pastor Nathan Mugaas 
Jeremy Hallquist 
Linda Nielsen 
Taylor Quinn  
Lisa Sampson 
Tuesday Morning Quilters 
 

 
Design & Photography 

Pastor Nathan Mugaas 
Linda Nielsen 
Taylor Quinn 

 
 

In this Issue 
 3 Pastor Nathan’s Message 
 4 Easter and Lenten Sermon Series 
 6   Music Ministry 
 8     Lisa Sampson, NEW CYF Director 
        Club 456 
 9    Family Camp 
       Confirmation Retreat 
10   First Communion 
       Parent Night 
11   Beer & Hymns  
12   CAER Food Shelf 
14   Bible Study – Genesis to Revelations 
15   Quilting Ministry 
16   Meet your Church Council 
17   Staff and Council 
18 February and March Calendars 
 
 

Mission 
Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting, 
joyful community, serving God and 
neighbor. 



Page 3 
 

Pastor’s Message 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Elk River Lutheran Church, 
 

Back in January I preached and wrote about our 2020 goals as a congregation, a focus on 
Connections, Community, and Communication.  There are many plans to make these goals 
come alive in the months ahead, and you’ll get to read about some of those opportunities in this 
publication.  Here are a few of the ways those goals are being realized: 
 

Connections 

We will offer programs for people of all ages to provide opportunities for members to foster 
meaningful relationships, support one another, and enjoy life together. 
• Our theme for the upcoming Lenten season is At This Table.  This season offers extra 

opportunities for us to gather around tables: on Ash Wednesday, February 26 (6:00PM Soup 
Supper in the Community Room and 7:00PM worship in the Sanctuary) and Dinner Church, 
Wednesdays March 4 through April 1 (6:30PM in the Community Room). 

• Jeremy’s Genesis to Revelations Bible study continues, meeting every other week, with 
specific details on page 11. 

 

Community 

We will love and serve our neighbors through specific programs and events, volunteering and 
supporting social service agencies like CAER and LSS, and by simply being a loving presence 
in our downtown neighborhood. 
• There are opportunities to volunteer with CAER on February 24, 26, 28 and March 

23,25,27.  You are also encouraged to bring food donations at any time and we’re currently 
doing a special drive collecting toilet paper. 

• Beer and Hymns could also probably fit under “Connections,” but is also draw for people from 
beyond our community and there is always an offering taken to support a local ministry or 
cause.  The next Beer & Hymns events are Tuesday February 4th and Tuesday March 10th 

• Planning has begun for our 2020 Downtown Block Party, May 17 11:00AM-1:00PM, 
preceded that morning by a single combined outdoor worship service at 9:30AM.  

 

Communication 

We will improve how the church communicates with our members and the greater community, 
and in what promises to be a year of divisive political arguments we will work to make the 
church a place where we can have respectful conversations even when 
we disagree. 

• If you haven’t picked up a copy of the 2019 Annual Report I 
encourage you to do that.  The staff and ministry teams did a great 
job reporting and celebrating an amazing year’s worth of ministry 
and life together. 

• I also encourage you to reflect on how you’re communicating with 
the people around you, including online.  Like Ephesians 4:32 says, 
“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as 
God in Christ forgave you.” 

 

Please enjoy the rest of this issue of the Current and I invite you to dive 
deeper into life together here at Elk River Lutheran. ~ Pastor Nathan 
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Easter and Lent 
 

At This Table  

Our Lenten Sermon Series 

 

Many of us are familiar with the experience of hosting a dinner party.  Great thought goes into 
planning not just the food, but who to invite, choosing a wine (if that’s your thing), selecting 
music to play, and of course frantically picking up the house before guests arrive (maybe that’s 
just me).   
 

Throughout his ministry Jesus spends a lot of time gathered around tables with his closest 
followers and wide variety of outsiders and misfits.  During the season of Lent we’ll explore what 
Jesus’s dinner plans tell us about the Kingdom of God and the type of community Jesus is 
calling us to be.  Each week we’ll hear a story of Jesus at the table and on Wednesday nights 
we’ll gather around tables ourselves for Dinner Church. Before listing all the weekly themes, I’ll 
share a couple standard parts of a dinner party, a joke for an ice breaker and a couple of songs 
from our playlist: 
 

Icebreaker: 
Jesus is eating at a restaurant and the waiter comes and asks, “Wine list, sir?”  And he replies, 
“No, water’s fine.” 
 

Playlist:  
“At This Table” is a beautiful song by Idina Menzel, which begins with these lyrics:  

At this table, everyone is welcome 

At this table, everyone is seen 

At this table, everybody matters 

No one falls between 

 
“The Table” by Chris Tomlin is a song we have often sung at our 10:30AM worship 
service.  For a real treat I recommend searching YouTube for “‘The Table’ sang by the Brooklyn 
Tabernacle Choir.”  Listen through to the end when they blow the roof off! 
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SERMON SERIES 
 

February 

26- Setting the Table - Luke 19:1-10 (Ash Wednesday) 
 

March 

1 The Guest List - Luke 5:27-35 

8 The Good Wine - John 2:1-12 

15 Take Your Seat - Luke 14:1-11 

22 Plenty of Food - Mark 6:30-44 

29 The Dishes Can Wait - Luke 10:38-42 

 

April 
5  The Host Arrives - Matthew 21:1-11 (Palm/Passion Sunday) 
9 The Last Supper - John 13:1-17, 31b-35 (Maundy Thursday) 
10 Good Friday (Tenebrae Service) 
12 Love Feast - Matthew 28:1-10 (Easter) 
19 The Last Last Supper - John 21:1-14 (Holy Humor Sunday) 
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Music Ministry 
 

Hello everyone, I hope this new year started well for 
you and is continuing to go well.  Mine has been good so 
far.  Darryl and I started our new year in St. Louis visiting 
his family and friends, which made a wonderful beginning 
to 2020.   
 
Do you remember early in January I invited you to 
participate in a Justice Choir event called “Care in the 
Community: Songs, Gathering, and Call to Action”?  Just 

so you know...it did happen.         On Jan 18th, three of 

us from ERLC met at Our Saviour’s Lutheran in East 
Bethel to experience first-hand what Justice Choir was all 
about.  Despite “iffy” road conditions, we arrived that 
afternoon and met the leaders, who introduced us 
to many new friends from Our Saviour’s and Glen Cary 
Lutheran of Ham Lake.  We were there early to sing with 
a mass choir. We rehearsed a song called “The Imprint 
of God’s Image” which prayerfully said "O God, we bear 
the image of your face: the colors of our skin are your 
design, and what we have of beauty in our race as man 
or woman, you alone define.”  It had a groovy Latin feel 
to it, and was accompanied skillfully by a soprano 
saxophone, guitar, and piano.  After a quick rehearsal led 
by Our Saviour’s choir director Eeva Savolainen,  we 
sat down and waited for the event to start.  Our guest 
conductor was Ahmed Anzaldua, a prolific conductor in 
the Twin Cities of Mexican and Egyptian descent.  As he 
led us in several songs of protest, social justice, 
and action, he shared a little bit of his story as an 
immigrant.  His wasn’t the only story shared.  In between 
songs, we heard from speakers from the area.  They 
each shared stories about the organization they 
represented and why the Justice Choir event was so 
important for the community.  These speakers were from 
Cambia Hills, Luther Social Services, and NACE (North 
Anoka County Emergency Food Shelf).  By the end of the 
event, every participant was energized from the program 
and motivated to do more in their 
community.  The Justice Choir program pops up 
throughout the year, and the next event is soon...Feb 
8th.  If you’re interested finding out dates of future events, 
go to justicechoir.org.  You won’t regret going.  
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Considering this article was published close to Feb 2nd, you may have already heard the choir at 
our RIC Celebration services.  You probably noticed there are a few unfamiliar faces intermixed 
with those you know.  That, my friends, was the “RIC Celebration Choir”.  I’ve been 
dreaming about this for some time.  When ERLC started celebrating our RIC status through our 
RIC services, I had an idea of inviting as many LGBTQ+ people and their allies to sing with us 
on those days.  I loved the idea of gathering enough singers to create a huge choir of people 
who wanted to show their support for queer folk in our area, and for you as a church who 
welcomes them.  So, this year I reached out to many of my friends and colleagues, asking if 
they wanted to sing in such a choir.  Over 15 of them responded with an 
enthusiastic “Yes!”.  They came from Coon Rapids, Lakeville, Eden Prairie, and even 
Jordan.  We gathered for a few rehearsals at the end of January, some at the church and some 
at my house in North Minneapolis.  We rehearsed a song I sang with Pop Up Choir MN a few 
years ago: Benjamin Kornelis’ “Let Us Not Become Weary”.  If you haven’t heard it yet, the lyrics 
are derived from Galatians 6:9-10a and Micah 6:8b: “Let us not become weary in doing good, for 
at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”  It is my hope this special choir 
will happen every year as we continue to celebrate our RIC status every February.  I think it 
would be a wonderful addition to the music ministry and to our church in the years to come.  
 
During these next couple months, we move into Lent.  I’m super-excited about the sermon 
series Nathan and Jeremy created.  It’s called “At This Table”, and I’m very excited about the 
possibilities it affords the music ministry.  With the premise being about dining with Jesus and 
what that means, I’m inspired to find songs that support the ideas of hospitality, openness, love, 
and generosity.   I don’t have set plans yet, but I know it’ll include all our musicians throughout 
Lent into Holy Week and Easter.  So, those are in the choir, worship band, Riverside 
Ringers, instrumental ensemble, and other groups, be prepared for me to reach out to you.    
 
Until then, stay warm, 
drink tons of water, 
and sing often   
 

 
~ Taylor  
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Children, Youth and Family 

Lisa Sampson  

NEW Director of Children, Youth & Family Ministry 
 
Thank you for your warm and friendly welcome in my first days at 
ERLC! I am excited to be serving this vibrant, grace-filled faith 
community.  
 
A little about me: I grew up in Duluth and attended UMD before 
migrating south to the Cities. I have three children: 

• Kjerstin and her husband Danny, life in New York City,  

• Ben and his wife Adelle live in Shoreview  

• My youngest, Luke, is a senior at UMD.  
 
For the past 18 months I have been attending Luther Seminary 
where I am earning a Master’s in Leadership and Innovation in 
Ministry. My son Ben is also a student at Luther and will be a pastor 
after we graduate together in May!  
 
When I am not going to school full-time, I am an avid reader, quilter, and explorer. I am looking 
forward to getting back to those interests after graduation! Over the past 20 years, I have served 
three different sized congregations in CYF ministry and am passionate about the Holy Spirit’s 
work in bringing all ages together for worship, learning, service, and building relationships! I see 
lots of great ministry opportunities coming up where I will get to learn names, hear stories, and 
get to know everyone here at ERLC. 

~ Lisa 



Page 9 
 

 

  



Page 10 
 

Holy Communion Class and 1st Communion for all ages! 
 

First communion can and does happen at many 

different ages throughout congregations of the 

ELCA, and we want to support parents as they 

make the decision of when their child is ready to 

receive this sacrament.  

Week one will focus on teaching about the origins 

of Holy Communion through the Passover and the 

second week we will explore Jesus’ last supper with His disciples.  

Week three, those who are ready for their first communion will meet with Pr. Nathan  to prepare, 

and those children who are not yet ready, will meet with Lisa for a LIFT lesson.  

• March 15th - Holy Communion - Passover (Community Room 9:20 am) 

• March 22nd - Holy Communion - Jesus (Community Room 9:20 am) 

• March 29th - 1st Communion Preparation w/Pr. Nathan (Sanctuary 9:20 am) 

• March 29th - LIFT for children not yet ready for their 1st Communion or who are already 

taking communion w/Lisa (Community Room 9:20 am) 

• April 5th - 1st Communion at both services 
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Beer & Hymns 
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Community Aid Elk River (CAER)  

 

Elk River Lutheran Church has had a long and excellent history partnering with Community Aid 
Elk River (CAER). Over the years, members of this community have helped by serving on the 
board, volunteering weekly, and donating food items. We are incredibly grateful for the long and 
incredible history that we as a community have had with this organization. In the last several 
months, we have been approached by members looking for ways to connect but not sure how 
they would go about doing that. 
 
Here is your chance! Elk River Lutheran has a week about once a month where we look for 
volunteers to greet, bag groceries, retrieve meat, or check out food items for guests. We 
welcome those that are new to the idea of service or a long-time volunteer we would love to 
invite you to sign up and give volunteering a try!  
 
You can sign up via our signup genius bit.ly/ERLC-CAER  or you 
can connect with Jeremy.  
 

 
  

~ Jeremy 
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If volunteering is a little too far out of your comfort zone, but you still wish to participate. CAER is 
always in need of bags (paper or plastic) food items and other personal hygiene items. You can 
always drop items in our collection box in the fellowship hall. If you are feeling incredibly 
adventurous, you can join us for our mission to build an Igloo!  
 
Toilet paper and paper towels 
are items that are incredibly 
expensive for food shelves to 
purchase. CAER has contacted 
us to see if we would be able to 
help those in need by providing 
toilet paper. We aim to break the 
winter doldrums and bring a little 
joy into our mission while having 
a great time building an 
igloo!Our hope, as a ministry 
team, for 2020 is that we, as a 
community, would find new ways 
to partner with our community in 
vibrant ways. We invite you to 
step out in faith and service to 
your neighbor and live more 
robustly into the mission of Elk 
River Lutheran Church! 
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From Genesis to Revelation 
 
Have you ever had questions about the Bible?  

 
Maybe you have wondered how these stories come together or how the Old Testament 
connects to the New Testament?  
 
The Bible can be confusing, and sometimes our 
experience with it hasn't always been pleasant.  
 
If you fit in any of these categories or you love wrestling 
with what does the Bible have to say to me, then From 
Genesis to Revelation might be the place for you!  
We invite you to explore the Bible, get your feet wet with 
how scripture still speaks, and find another way to 
explore these sacred texts.  
 
Join us every other Sunday from 4:30 to 5:30 pm in the Community Room. 
 
Follow along as we journey through scripture.  

• February 9th: Genesis 12-25 

• February 23rd: Genesis 25-50 (Skim if you need to!) 
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Quilting Ministry 
 
Thank you all for your generous gift to the Lutheran World Relief’s Quilt and School Bags 
shipping fund and supplies. The donation ensured that the LWR Quilts and School Bags get into 
the hands of people who need them. 
 
With your help, LWR has delivered Quilts and Kits to families in Mozambique whose 
communities were utterly ravaged by Cyclone Idai. For refugee families, our gift means so 
much. A School kit can make the difference between getting an education or missing out. Quilts 
help families through cold winter nights. 
 
Thank you for your generosity.       
 

~ Quilting Group  
  

Cyclone Idai in Mozambique  (Photo courtesy of Lutheran World Relief) 

A class of students happily displays their new 
LWR School Kits in Mozambique. (Photo 
courtesy of Save the Children) 

Staff from Smile for Africa distribute items to 
families, many of whose homes were destroyed in 
Cyclone Idai. (Photo courtesy of Smile for Africa) 
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Church Office 
• • • 

(763) 595-1216 

729 Main Street, Elk River MN 55330 

elkriverlutheran.info@gmail.com 

 

Office Hours: M–Th 9am-4pm 

 

www.elkriverlutheran.org 

 

Like us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/ElkRiverLutheran 

Staff 
• • • 

Pastor Nathan Mugaas 
(763) 242-8347 
pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
 

Minister of Congregational Care & Discipleship 
Jeremy Hallquist…..(612) 201-6382 
jeremy@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Director of Children, Youth & Family 
Lisa Sampson…..(763) 595-1216  
lisa@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Director of Music Ministry  
Taylor Quinn (816) 519-2719 
taylor@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Office Manager 
Linda Nielsen (763) 595-1216 
linda@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Bookkeeper 
Lori Sundman(763) 595-1216 
ERLCBookkeeper@gmail.com 
 
Custodian: Brian Harding 
 
Nursery Attendants: 
Gabby Klinkenborg, Gabe Livingston,  
David McFarlane, and Charlotte Oudekerk 
 
 

 

mailto:elkriverlutheran.info@gmail.com
mailto:pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:jeremy@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:jeremy@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:taylor@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:Lorengreen.erlc@gmail.com
mailto:Bkkpr.erlc@hotmail.com
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FEBRUARY 2020 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

      8am Mens  

Group 

 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

RIC Sunday 6:30pm 
Handbells 

 

Special 
Election 
Onsite 

NO Quilting 

9:30am Bible 
Study 

6:30pm Beer & 
Hymns 

7pm Gather 

 

5:30pm Choir 

6:30pm Confirmation 
and t5Youth 

7:30pm Worship Band 

 

10:30am 
GA 
Worship 
Riversview 

6pm – 
10pm 

Club 456 

8am Mens  

Group 

 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

 6:30pm 
Handbells 

 

9am Quilting 

9:30am Bible 
Study 

6:30pm Council 

7pm Womens 
Bible Study 

7pm Gather 

 

 

4:30pm Worship/ 
Music Team 

5:30pm Choir 

6:30pm Confirmation 
and T5 

7:30pm Worship Band 

 

  8am Mens  

Group 

 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

 6:30pm 
Handbells 

 

9am Quilting 

9:30am Bible 
Study 

6:30pm Council 

7pm Gather 

 

1pm Adult Faith 
Formation  

5:30pm Choir 

6:30pm Parent Night - 
Confirmation and T5 

7:30pm Worship Band 

 

10am 
Genealogy 
Group 

 

 8am Mens  

Group 

Metro Area 
Synod 
Conference 
Assemblies 
8:30am – 4pm 

 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

 9:30am 
ERLC-CAER 
Volunteer  

9am Quilting 

9:30am Bible 
Study 

7pm Gather 

 

9:30am ERLC-CAER 
Volunteer 

5pm Musician 
Rehearsal 

6pm Soup Dinner 

7pm Ash Wednesday 
Service 

 9:30am 
ERLC-
CAER 
Volunteer 

8am Mens 
Group  

 

 

Sunday Schedule 
8:15 – Traditional 

9:20 – Fellowship Coffee Hour 
9:20 – LiFT! Family Sunday School 

10:30 – Contemporary  
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MARCH 2020 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 10:30am 
Hospitalit
y Mtg 

Primary Election 
Onsite 

NO Quilting 

9:30am Bible Study 

7pm Gather 

 

4pm Choir 

6pm Dinner Church 

7pm t5 Youth 

7:30pm Worship 
Band Rehearsal 

10:30am GA 
Worship @ 
Riversview 

 

 8am Mens  

Group 

 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Daylight 
Savings Time 
Begins 

6:30pm 
Handbells 

9am Quilting 

9:30am Bible Study 

6:30pm Beer & 
Hymns 

7pm Gather 

7pm Women’s Bible 
Study 

 

4pm Choir 

4:30pm Worship/ 
Music Team 

6pm Dinner Church 

7pm t5 Youth 

7:30pm Worship 
Band Rehearsal 

  8am Mens  

Group 

 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

 6:30pm 
Handbells 

9am Quilting 

9:30am Bible Study 

6pm Council  

7pm Gather 

 

1pm Adult Faith 
Formation 

4pm Choir 

6pm Dinner Church 

7pm t5 Youth 

7:30pm Worship 
Band Rehearsal  

10am 
Genealogy 
Group 

 

 8am Mens  

Group 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

 9:30am 
ERLC-
CAER 

6:30pm 
Handbells 

9am Quilting 

9:30am Bible Study 

7pm Gather 

 

 

9:30am ERLC-
CAER 

4pm Choir 

6pm Dinner Church 

7pm t5 Youth 

7:30pm Worship 
Band Rehearsal  

 9:30am 
ERLC-
CAER 

 

8am Mens  

Group 

 

29 30 31     

1:30pm 
Hymn-Sing at 
GACC 

6:30pm 
Handbells 

9am Quilting 

9:30am Bible Study 

7pm Gather 

 

 

    

Sunday Schedule 
8:15 – Traditional 

9:20 – Fellowship Coffee Hour 
9:20 – LiFT! Family Sunday School 

10:30 – Contemporary 
 
 

Confirmation Retreat 
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(763) 595-1216 
Elkriverlutheran.info@gmail.com 
www.elkriverlutheran.org 
729 Main Street 
Elk River MN 55330 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baptism New Members 
Are you expecting a new addition 

to your family or has your baby 

already arrived? If you are 

considering being baptized or 

having your  child baptized, please 

reach out and talk with Pastor 

Nathan or fill out a Baptism Form 

on our website. 

www.elkriverlutheran.org > 

Welcome > Baptism 

Would you like to make Elk River Lutheran Church your faith community?  

Join us as we connect with other new members and current members to 

learn about the vision, history and ministries of Elk River Lutheran 

Church. Find your place within this faith community. The following 

events are scheduled this spring for our new member orientation. To sign 

up, let us know on the registration sheet during worship or send an email 

to elkriverlutheran.info@gmail.com 

  
Sunday Apr 26, 9:20am     New Member Orientation 
Wednesday Apr 29, 6pm   Christmas Dinner Church with New Members 
Sunday May 3                  New Member Sunday with Fellowship 

Contact Us Worship With Us! 
763-595-1216 
Mon-Thurs 9AM – 4PM 
Visit us at 
www.elkriverlutheran.org 

Sunday 
8:15am              Traditional 
10:30am            Contemporary 
Nursery Care     8am – 11:30am on Sunday mornings 

mailto:Elkriverlutheran.info@gmail.com
http://www.elkriverlutheran.org/
mailto:elkriverlutheran.info@gmail.com

