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Mission 

Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting, joyful community,  

serving God and neighbor. 
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Pastor Nathan’s Message 
 
Dear Members and Friends of Elk River Lutheran, 
 
This fall promises to be one of the most exciting seasons ever in the life 
of Elk River Lutheran Church and I’m excited for you to be a part of it! 
We will see a major remodel of our space, welcome a new pastor, and 
cast a vision into the future with the launch of a new capital appeal. 
 
Construction has already begun on phase 1 of this fall’s building project, 
which is the relocation of the main entrance. Phase 2, remodeling the 
sanctuary, will begin in mid-October. Our goal is to make our building as 
welcoming as our people, and these projects will help us make great 
strides in that effort. Throughout construction please watch for updates 
and follow signage for the best entrances to use and what areas are off 
limits. (See page 16 for more updates from the Building Committee) 
 
Pastor Anne Schaefer starts her ministry here on Sunday, September 25, 
and we’ll celebrate her arrival with a welcome party that morning. Join 
us between services for a special coffee hour and/or stay after the 
10:30am service for lunch and fun activities for kids. (See page 10 for 
more CYF updates from Pastor Nathan and Pastor Anne) 
 
Finally, this fall we will also look to the future and 
come together for a new capital campaign.  
Watch your mail in early October for more 
information about the LOVE Inside Out appeal. 
 
Through all these changes we continue to live our 
mission together: Trusting in God’s grace, an 
accepting, joyful community, serving God and 
neighbor. This fall I heartily invite you to worship 
and participate in many of the other offerings 
described in this mailing. 
 
Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Nathan 
 



Page 5 

Pastor Anne’s Message 
 

Greetings ERLC!  
What a gift you have been to 
me already!  Thank you for 
the warm and wonderful 
welcome that you have 
extended to me.    
Every time I think of you, I 

give thanks to my God.  
Philippians 1:13 

  
I begin my full-time work 
here at ERLC on September 
25th, and I will officially be 
installed as one of your 
pastors on October 9th.  I 
hope you all will come and 
introduce yourselves to me as 
soon as you’re able.  
  
Some of the things I loved right away about ERLC was your “origin 
story” of courage and faithfulness to God’s love and welcome to 
all people; the commitment to children, youth and family 
ministry; and your history of being willing to try new things.  I also 
found it striking how committed every person seems to be to this 
community.  You are a people dedicated to God’s work through 
ERLC.  Thank you for inviting me to be part of it.  
  
I grew up in Apple Valley, MN, but I have lived in Champlin for 18 
years.  My husband, Anthony and I have three children, though 
only our youngest is still at home with us.  Our oldest daughter, 
Emma, recently graduated from the University of North Dakota 
with a degree in Commercial Aviation.  She is about to begin her 
new job as a Certified Flight Instructor in the mountains of 
Colorado.  Our middle child is my stepdaughter, Maddie.  She is in 
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her second year at Minnesota State University Moorhead.  She is 
gifted in math and plans to use those gifts in her business and 
finance degree.  Jeremiah is our son who just turned 16 (cue 
prayer request for the new driver!) and is a sophomore at 
Champlin Park High School.  You likely will find him on a field, 
court or course playing any sport.  Anthony is my partner in all 
things.  He holds math and finance degrees from Gustavus, and he 
works as an analyst for US Bank.  He’s one of the most cheerful 
and optimistic humans on this planet!  
  
A special thank you to those who came out to celebrate my 
ordination on September 1st.  What a spirit filled and joyous day 
that was!  Though this call at ERLC is my first call, I have worked in 
youth ministry for a total of 6 years between two different 
congregations.  I am thankful to be part of God’s work in 
congregations, and I am certain that God is up to something 
special at ERLC.  I look forward to new partnerships with you in 
that work.  
  
Thank you again for calling me to ERLC!  May God guide our 
journey together!  
  

Grace and peace,  

Pastor Anne Schaefer  
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President’s Message 
 
If you feel like there has been a lot going on this year at Elk River 
Lutheran, there certainly has been. The church building is about 
to be remodeled, we have called an Associate Pastor, a second 
capital campaign has commenced, among many other activities. 
We were also without our worship director and been down to one 
pastor all summer long. After all the hard work that has been 
accomplished by the staff and the congregation this year, I believe 
we are finally approaching the most exciting and fulfilling part of 
2022 for Elk River Lutheran Church. I want to take this 
opportunity to recognize some individuals and committees for the 
important work that is being accomplished. 
 
First off, I would like to welcome Taylor back from his summer 
long sabbatical. We appreciate having you back and seeing and 
hearing your many talents during worship.  
 
Next, I would like to recognize and thank the building committee 
(Adam Horner (Chair), Martha Hippe, Pastor Nathan Mugaas, John 
Natwick, Gregory Pouliot, Krista Schrock, Ronald Stricker) which 
has worked tirelessly in preparation for this fall’s sanctuary 
remodel. The sanctuary remodel is the culmination of the first 
three- year “Powered by Love” capital campaign. Everyone is 
eager to see progress after all the hard work, pledges and 
donations to the Powered by Love campaign. I know that the 
building committee has recommended very sensible project plans 
given our budget constraints and the input from the congregation.  
 
The call committee (Sarah Chur, Audrey Horner, Jenny Stanley, 
Mark Schwarze, Rick Bock, Matt Rotz) is another group that 
deserves recognition for the work they did in leading ERLC to 
calling Pastor Anne Schaefer as Associate Pastor. This call process 
was completed very quickly. The call committee worked diligently 
reviewing candidates and were decisive in identifying that Pastor 
Anne’s strengths matched the needs of our congregation.  We are 
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very lucky and blessed to be able call Pastor Anne and look 
forward to her starting her call at Elk River Lutheran on 
September 25. 
 
Many individuals have also been hard at work preparing for our 
second three-year capital campaign (from 2023 to 2025) which is 
being dubbed “Love Inside Out”. As the slogan indicates, we want 
to be a church that is growing and raising God’s children with love 
inside the church, and extend that love outside the church walls 
and into the community. A big thank you to all of the volunteers 
who are involved in the Love Inside Out campaign. 
 
We cannot overlook the contributions of Pastor Nathan and Anne 
Mugaas over this past summer. Pastor Nathan had his hands in 
everything going on at church and arrived home late many nights 
during the summer. We greatly appreciate all the extra sacrifices 
made by Anne to support Nathan’s contributions to all of the 
ongoing activities. The two of you are appreciated by this 
congregation more than you know.  
 
Last but not least, I am very thankful for this year’s version of the 
Church Council (Jenny Stanley, Ron Stricker, Sue Hales, Kari 
Christianson, Mark Johnson, Connie Natwick, Tom Werk, Julie 
Marie Haugen, and Matt Glasoe). We have endured many long 
meetings this year and I could not do my job without each one of 
you. 
 
Here’s to an exciting and fulfilling fall and 
winter at Elk River Lutheran Church. May God 
bless our present and future together as an 
accepting, joyful community, serving God and 
neighbor! 
 

Dave Katzner 
Council President 
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Capital Campaign Key Dates 
In the next couple weeks Elk River Lutheran Church 
members will be receiving a special Love Inside Out 
appeal packet full of information about the upcoming 
capital campaign.  Until then, please make note of 
these upcoming key dates: 

 
Sunday, October 16 -- Appeal Kick-off (at both services)  Come early 
and stay late! Get ready to be inspired by our pastor’s visionary 
message, great music, scrumptious food, opportunities to meet new 
friends, and the commissioning of all our appeal volunteers. 
 
Sunday, November 6 -- Mission Fair Sunday  Another opportunity to 
come to worship early and stay late as we will be lifting up the many 
ministries of Elk River Lutheran Church, while also featuring and 
celebrating our community partners who we share our building with. 
Oh… and there will be more great food served! 
 
Sunday, November 13, 5:30pm – LOVE INSIDE OUT Celebration 
Banquet  This banquet is an opportunity to gather around our shared 
mission and vision, as we enjoy a delicious meal together. Childcare and 
kid-friendly meal provided.  There is no cost for the banquet, but we will 
ask you to RSVP. 
 
Thursday, November 17-- 24 Hour Prayer Vigil  As we approach the end 
of the appeal we invite members to sign up for half hour slots of time to 
pray for our congregation, our ministries, our staff, and our Powered by 
Love appeal.  The 24 Hour Prayer Vigil will go from 9:00am Thursday 
through 9:00am Friday. 
 
Sunday, November 20 -- COMMITMENT CELEBRATIONS (at both 
services)  Come early and stay late! Get ready to be inspired by great 
preaching, awe-inspired music, scrumptious food, and wonderful 
opportunities to connect with new and old friends as pledges for the 
campaign are received in worship! 
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Children, Youth & Family Ministries 

 

  

CYF NIGHTS 
Fellowship - Learning - Fun for All Ages 

October 12, November 9, & December 14 
 
Monthly CYF (Children, Youth, & Family) Nights at Elk River Lutheran 
are an opportunity for people of all ages to connect with friends at 
church and engage in faith learning.  
 
This new program will begin with a meal, followed by large group 
time, and then split into age defined small groups for additional 
learning and conversation.  
 

CYF Night Schedule: 
6:00 - Supper (Community Room) 
6:30 - Large Group Time (Community Room) 
6:50 - Small Group Time (Multiple Locations) 

PreK w/ Parents 
K-6th Grade 
Confirmation & High School 
Adults 

7:45pm Head Home 
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Kids Connect* 
A New Spin on Sunday School During Worship 
 
A time for kids to connect with the 
bible, faith, and each other.  
Elementary age students are 
invited to attend worship with 
their parents or other caring adults 
and then leave during the sermon 
for their own Sunday School time, 
where they’ll experience the day's 
lesson through crafts, games, or 
other interactive, age appropriate 
activities. 
 
This program is designed with Kindergarten through 6th graders in 
mind, but younger kids are welcome to attend with an adult or 
teen. 
*Formerly known as JAM Time 
 
Confirmation & High School Youth Group 
We are excited to start another year of ministry, learning, and fun with 
Confirmation (7th & 8th Grade) and High School students. These 
programs meet most Wednesday nights during the school year for 
traditional Confirmation/youth group (6:30-7:30 at the church), in-home 
small group (6:30-7:30 in homes of fellow church members), and CYF 
nights (6:00-7:45). Visit the church website for the full schedule and 
contact PastorNathan@elkriverlutheran.org or 
PastorAnne@elkriverlutheran.org with questions. 
 
Confirmation Sunday will be 

October 30, 2022 at 10:30 AM 
Service, for those 9th graders who 
wish to be confirmed this year. We 
will get more information out to 
families in the next few weeks as we finalize the specifics. Please reach 
out to Pastor Nathan for more specific questions. 

mailto:PastorNathan@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:PastorAnne@elkriverlutheran.org
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Moonlight Madness: 
 
Hey 7-9th graders!  
Come join us for an 
all-night LOCK-OUT on 
November 11th!  We 
will be teaming up 
with hundreds of 
other ELCA Christians 
in our area to play 
through the wee 
hours of the morning!  
Registration forms 
and details will be 
available in early October.  Friends are always welcomed and 
encouraged!  Mark your calendars!  This is an off-site event and the cost 
is likely to be around $50 per person.  Reach out to Pastor Anne with 

any questions.  

Club 456:   
Calling all 4th, 5th, & 6th Graders! 
 
Join us for Club 456, December 2,  
6:00pm-8:00pm 

Bring your friends  
for a fun night of eating 
pizza, running around 
the church,  
playing games, and 
having a great time.  
Parents, please RSVP to 
PastorAnne@ 
elkriverlutheran.org so 
we can order the right 
amount of food.. 
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Music and Worship Ministry 
 

Sabbatical 
Hello everyone, I wanted to say thank 
you all for your support before, during, 
and after my sabbatical.   I’m deeply 
grateful for the time you gave 
me.  Over the summer I was able to 
read a few books: Thich Nhat Hanh’s 
The Miracle of Mindfulness, Brené Brown’s Dare to Lead, a short 
seminar paper called Marrying Music and Theology by Thomas Yee, 
and Chad Fothergill’s Sing with All the People of God.  It was so 
healthy for me to spend uninterrupted time learning what each book 
had to offer.  In a nutshell, I learned tools to stay mindful during life’s 
chaos, the value of interdependence, new leadership skills, and a 
deeper understanding of Lutheran worship and music.  As I return 
back to work, I’m excited to use this knowledge in my service to 
ERLC, knowing the best place to practice is with you all.   
 
I also took a few piano lessons from the very gracious and talented 
Jerry Rubino, Director of Music at Spirit of Hope United Methodist 
Church in Golden Valley.  If you’ve already talked with me about my 
lessons, you’ve heard me say “I learned what I needed to 
learn”.  Although I expected to learn jazz piano and become a 
virtuoso in three months, I   me out of my lessons having learned 
better technique, song-leading tools, and basic improvisation 
concepts instead.  All of which I’m extremely grateful for.  I feel more 
confident as a pianist and cantor for you.   
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Besides reading and studying piano, I was also able to travel with Darryl, 
spend more quality time with friends and family, do house projects, and 
exercise.  The past three months were good for me because you were 
so good to me.  Again, I’m deeply grateful for the chance to take a 
sabbatical, especially through Elk River Lutheran Church.  After enjoying 
my time off, I am now ready to be back with you, excited to serve the 
community through this very busy yet energizing time.  

Taylor Quinn 
Director of Worship and Music 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 
 

Thank you to all who volunteer at our worship services.  Also, a 

huge thank you to Sue Sass for taking on the mantle of 

coordination while Taylor was gone.  Our services wouldn’t be as 

meaningful and pleasant without all of you and your generous 

hearts.  As we move forward in the program year, you’ll 

continue to get invites from Taylor through Breeze.  Be watching 

your emails and texts. 
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Building Project Update 
 
Greetings from the Building Committee! 
We are excited to share 
some updates with 
everyone as we start 
into the construction 
phase of our building 
project. Over the 
summer the committee 
was busy finalizing 
details with Terra 
Construction and CNH Architects as we worked toward the start 
of construction. The ERLC and Terra/CNH team have worked 
through many decisions and logistical items to get to where we 
are today and we are happy to share that construction of Phase 1 
of the project will start on Monday, September 12th. 
 
The construction effort will be split into two phases with the first, 

Phase 1, being the 
relocation of the main 
entrance. This effort will 
begin with staging and 
site prep on September 
12th when fencing and 
construction materials 
and dumpsters arrive.   
 

Over the course of the next month, our new entrance will be 
constructed and then in mid-October the project will enter Phase 
2, the Sanctuary remodel. The current schedule has Phase 2 
wrapping up in early January, but the Terra team is working to 
shorten the construction schedule as much as possible to try to 
complete construction before Christmas. However, as 
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construction schedules 
ebb and flow, we will 
keep everyone updated 
with short 
communications 
including pictures of 
the progress. 
 
Terra and the Building Committee want to share a few reminders 
with everyone as construction begins: 

• Please follow all signage, as posted, to ensure safe use of 
the facility while construction is underway. Site access may 
temporarily change from day to day based on the current 
activities so please follow posted directions. 

• Areas of active construction are off-limits until the 
construction is complete. As tempting as it may be to want 
to peek in to see progress, we must follow safety guidelines 
and not access the construction areas of the project. The 
Building Committee will share pictures of the project each 
week so everyone can see the exciting work being done. 

• Our handicap parking will be relocated to the first row of 
parking spots in the lower parking lot during construction. 
Temporary handicap signage will be posted, but please use 
these parking spots and the elevator to access the sanctuary 
and church office. 

Lastly, we want to thank everyone for the generous support 
throughout the project. It has been a whirlwind of work the past 
14 months to get to this point. The Building Committee is excited 
for our final phase and to see the finished project. We hope you 
are as excited as we are. If at any time you have questions about 
the project please contact Adam Horner, Pastor Nathan, or any of 
the Building Committee members. 
Thank you again and stay tuned for more updates! 

Building Committee 

Sarah Carlson, Martha Hippe, Adam Horner (Chairperson), Pastor 

Nathan, John Natwick, Greg Pouliot, Krista Schrock, and Ron Stricker. 
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Financial Update 
 

First, I want to thank the people of Elk River Lutheran Church for 
their generosity.  Your financial support is vital to the mission of 
ERLC.   
 
The Council has been monitoring our church offering income 
comparing 2021 to 2022.  You may have seen the financial update 
in the August 28th bulletin.  Overall contributions are lagging last 
year, and this trend is showing up in our August numbers as well.  
Financial reports for August are in process and will be discussed at 
the Council meeting on Tuesday September 20th.  We will share 
those numbers in the bulletin once the Council has approved the 
reports. 
 

 JULY ACTUAL YTD ACTUAL YTD BUDGET 

Income 
(General 
Offering) 

$33,122.98  $266,307.13  $292,398.85  

Expenses $30,426.67  $287,808.05  $292,398.93  

Profit / Loss $2,696.31  ($21,500.92) ($0.08) 

 
ERLC is a vibrant faith community with much 
happening as you can read in this publication.  
My hope is that we as a community will 
support our ministry together not only with 
our financial giving but also with our treasure 
of time and talents.  We hope you seize the 
moment and help us reach our financial 
goals. 
 

Ron Stricker 
Treasurer 
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STAFF 

If you have specific questions or needs,  
please feel free to contact any of the church staff: 

  
Pastor Nathan Mugaas 
763-242-8347  
pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org 

 
Pastor Anne Schaefer 
763-595-1216 
pastoranne@elkriverlutheran.org 

 
Linda Nielsen 
Office Manager 
612-845-7335   
linda@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Brian Harding 
Custodian 
 
Lori Sundman  
Bookkeeper 
763-595-1216   
ERLCBookkeeper@gmail.com 

Taylor Quinn  
Director of Music Ministry & Worship 
816-519-2719  
taylor@elkriverlutheran.org 

 

Nick Campbell 
Online Broadcast Specialist 
ncdpv1@gmail.com 
 
Lisa Griffin  
Staff Pianist 
612-709-8882 
madeleinesmom@gmail.com 
 
Nursery Attendants:  
Clara Anderson, Emma Anderson  
and Sonja Tesdahl 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL  
President:  David Katzner 
Vice President:  Jennifer Stanley 
Secretary:  Sue Hales 
Treasurer:  Ron Stricker 

Kari Christianson 
Matt Glasoe 

Julie Marie Haugen 
Mark Johnson 

Connie Natwick 
Tom Werk 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

(763) 595-1216 

729 Main Street, Elk River MN 55330 

elkriverlutheran.info@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9 am – 4 pm; Fri Closed  

www.elkriverlutheran.org 

 

mailto:pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:linda@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:ERLCBookkeeper@gmail.com
mailto:taylor@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:madeleinesmom@gmail.com
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