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Pastor Nathan’s Message 
 
Dear Members and Friends of Elk River Lutheran, 
 
A few weeks ago on Sunday morning we were exploring the story of 
Moses and the Israelites wandering in the wilderness and complaining 
about the hardships they were facing. The people of Israel were 
comforted by God’s presence and action in their lives, and by Moses 
reminding them that even with the very real hardships, there was still 
much to be grateful for. 
 
I think this is true for us as well. We all face all kinds of challenges, but I 
stand behind what I said that Sunday, which is that when we actively 
work to practice gratitude and give thanks, a mind shift happens and 
the quality of our lives improves. The hardships are still there, but they 
start to lose their power over us. 
 
I have so much to be thankful for and WE have so much to be thankful 
for as a church. The pages of this newsletter are full of all kinds of 
opportunities for you to participate in the life of this church, learn and 
grow in faith, and serve your neighbors. Thank you 
for taking time to read this publication.  
 
Following this letter are three gratitude practices. I 
encourage you to read through them and see if 
you could commit to practicing one. If you do, I 
know you’ll be blessed by it.  

 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Nathan 

 
 
  

Gratitude /ɡradəˌtoo͞d/ 

(n.) the feeling of being thankful, readiness to 
return appreciation and kindness. 
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Gratitude Practices 
The Serenity Prayer: 
“God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 
the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know 
the difference.” 
Often used in recovery communities, this prayer is a profound 
way to cultivate gratitude for what is within your control and 
acceptance for what is not. 
 

 

A Morning and Evening Gratitude Affirmation: 
Start your day by saying “Today I choose to see the good in my life. 
I am grateful for [specific items]. I open my heart to the 
abundance around me.” 
End your day by saying “Thank you for the blessing in my life. I am 
grateful for [specific items]. Grant me rest for a new day 
tomorrow.” 
 

 

The Examen (Ignatian Prayer): 
This is a reflective prayer developed by St. Ignatius of Loyola. It 
involves five steps: 

1. Become aware of God's presence: Take a moment to 
settle into a quiet space and acknowledge the divine 
presence. 

2. Review the day with gratitude: Think back over the day 
and give thanks for the moments of joy, kindness, and 
even challenges. 

3. Pay attention to your emotions: Notice the feelings that 
arise as you reflect on the day. Where did you feel peace? 
Where did you struggle? 

4. Choose one feature of the day and pray from it: Focus on 
a particular moment and allow it to become a source of 
prayer. 

5. Look toward tomorrow: Consider how you can carry the 
gratitude from today into tomorrow. 
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Pastor Anne’s Message 
 
Good morning, afternoon and evening, Church! 
 
As summer winds down, I've been reflecting on what an incredibly 
busy and fulfilling season it's been for our congregation, filled 
with joy, service, and spiritual growth. 
 
Our mission trip was a huge success. Our high schoolers' 
dedication, patience and hard work shined as we served the 
Cheyenne River Reservation community, witnessing the profound 
impact of our faith in action. A heartfelt thank you to everyone 
who donated and supported our efforts! 

 
I also spent two weeks at Bible camp with our high schoolers and 
middle schoolers, witnessing deep spiritual growth and the 
forging of lifelong friendships. The energy and enthusiasm from 
our campers and leaders (Chuck and John) were truly inspiring. 
 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) was another summer highlight. The 
church was alive with joy and excitement as our children engaged 
in creative crafts and Bible stories. The smiles on their faces were 
a testament to the positive impact of our VBS program. A big 
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thank you to all our dedicated volunteers who made this week 
possible! 

 
This summer also brought bittersweet goodbyes as some of our 
students left for college or the military. While we’re proud of their 
achievements, their presence will be missed. Please join me in 
praying for them as they embark on this new chapter of their 
lives! 
 
I’m grateful to work with such an amazing staff. Their dedication, 
care, and camaraderie make every challenge surmountable and 
every success even sweeter. Thanks be to God! 
 
Looking ahead to fall, I’m excited 
for our upcoming CYF 
ministries!!  Our high school and 
middle school ministries have 
engaging field trips planned; CYF Nights promise to have 
meaningful discussions and fun activities; and we look forward to 
celebrating our 9th graders as they confirm their faith in a special 
service on October 27th. 
 
On a personal note, I want to thank you for 
the love and care you've shown me and my 
family this year as I walked through some 
health issues with my parents. Your prayers, 
cards, and check-ins have deeply touched me, 
reminding me of God’s love through your 
support. 
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Thank you for being such an integral part of our church family. 
Your participation, prayers, and support make everything we do 
possible. Let’s enter this fall season with open hearts, ready for 
new adventures in God's ministry. 

 
 
 
 

Grace and peace,  

Pastor Anne Schaefer  
 

  

"Now to God, who by the power at work within US is able to 
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to 
God be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen."                                      (Ephesians 3:20-21) 
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Fall Sermon Series 
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President’s Report 
 
Greetings Members and Friends of Elk River Lutheran Church, 
 
We have been blessed with an incredible summer!  We have had 
plenty of rain, plenty of sunshine and the recent temperatures 
have been A-OK….in my humble opinion.   
 
We were also blessed to add the newest 
member to our church staff, Michelle Hagberg.  
Michelle has been a great addition, and we are 
grateful to have her on board! 
 
As a church council, we spend most of our time 
during the monthly council meetings focused on 
the needs of the church today.  However, over the summer 
months, we have allowed ourselves time to think about the future 
of Elk River Lutheran Church, ELCA.   
 
We have taken time to discuss, brainstorm and quite frankly, to 
dream about all the possibilities for our church now and in the 
years to come.  As they say, “Sometimes you have to slow down 
in order to keep moving forward.”  This will no doubt be an 
ongoing discussion as a church council and congregation at large.   
There is a bright future ahead for Elk River Lutheran, ELCA, and I 
can’t wait to be part of it!  Sometimes my wife, Sheila, and I feel 
like we are part of a “hidden gem,” and we 
just want more people to know about it. 
 
I want to thank you all for giving your time, 
talent and treasure to this incredible 
community known as Elk River Lutheran, 
ELCA. 

Gratefully Yours,  

Kent Larson 
Council President  
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Events 
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Adult Education 
 

LIFE Groups 
Living In Faith Everyday is the adult small group ministry of ERLC.   
 
You are invited to join one of these groups to dive deeper into 
your faith and the realities of discipleship in this modern time.   
All of the discussion questions are provided ahead of time, and 
they are based on the previous Sunday’s Bible reading and 
sermon.  Watching or listening to the sermon is the only 
“homework.”  Groups may meet in someone’s home or in the 
church building.   

New groups are forming all the time!  Don’t be shy!!  

Tuesday Text Study 
 

Looking for a deeper connection with the upcoming Sunday’s 
worship? Join us nearly every Tuesday at 10am for our Tuesday 
Text Study! It’s a relaxed space where we discuss the Bible 
passage for the week, often with the preaching pastor in on the 
conversation. Whether you’re eager to share your thoughts or 
just want to listen, you’re welcome to 
engage at your own comfort level. The 
discussions are always thought-provoking, 
and many enjoy seeing how these 
conversations influence Sunday’s sermon. 
No registration is required, and there’s no 
cost—just come as you are. Coffee is 
provided! 

FALL LIFE GROUPS 

Online registration will be available mid-September.   

Groups will meet for 5 weeks beginning October 20th  
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Caring Ministries 
 

Quilting 
April - Our church blessed 88 quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  
Natalia Chernenka from the Ukraine stated “the comfort of a quilt 
meant so much to her.”  Her house was damaged by a missile and 
she felt very cold at night. Natalia has a warm reminder of Christ’s 
love now. 
 
March and June  - 12 quilts were blessed for Lutheran Social 
Service helping refugees living in Minnesota. 
 
May -  We were honored to give 10 high school seniors a quilt 
wrapping them in warmth and caring from our church.  

 
June -  We took 4 quilts to International Institute of Minnesota to 
help survivors of human trafficking. 
 
June -  Holy Trinity Episcopal Church partnered with us for their 
Book, Brat and Bake Sale.  We donated a quilt for their raffle and 
$342 was donated to Open Doors for Youth .(See story on next 
page) 
 
We have been blessed with fabric and sheets for backs and 
support from our congregation.  We continue to create and sew 
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Quilts and School kits. Our new challenge is making some kid’s 
quilt with some wonderful donated fabric. 
 
Your  support and 
kindness brings 
comfort and hope 
to people, just 
when they need it 
most. 
 
~ Linda Felska 
& Sue Hecker 

 
 

  

From Open Doors for Youth Facebook Page 

“This TRULY is the Quilt That Keeps on Giving!  
Here’s a little backstory… 
 
The quilt was lovingly created by Elk River Lutheran Women’s 
Quilting Group, then donated to Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
for their annual Book, Brat, and Bake Sale to be used as a raffle 
item. The winner of the raffle, Mary Brugger, THEN donated the 
quilt to Open Doors for Youth. Not only were we gifted this 
beautiful quilt, but ALL the proceeds from the annual sale were 
donated to Open Doors as well. 
 
What we love MOST about this story? It showcases the beautiful 
partnership and sisterhood between the two groups from 
churches right here in our community. We are deeply honored 
to share space with these women, and to be the recipients of 
their support and generosity.” 
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Prayer Shawl and Prayer Pocket Ministry 
 

Our yarn crafters have been 
busy!  Prayer Shawls & Pocket 
Prayers are located in the 
Fellowship Hall.  If you know 
someone who would be 
comforted by being wrapped 
in love and prayers, please 
feel free to take one.  The 
Pocket Prayers are a smaller version that can be carried in a 
pocket or purse.  Both are a beautiful reminder that those we love 
are not alone in their journey. 
  
It was so exciting to have such great interest in the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry!  So far we have 17 knitters and crocheters – but we’re 
always looking for more!  We held our first meeting to work out 
some of the details of our ministry.  We will be knitting and 
crocheting Prayer Shawls, Pocket Prayers and Baptismal 
Blankets.  Most of the work will be done at home.  Those who 
would like to get together will meet every other month to turn in 
any finished projects and make sure everything is labeled and 
ready to put out.  The shawls will be labeled with a message from 
ERLC.  We will also tag our items with a little prayer.  Finished 
work can also be left in our bin in the Quilting Room.   

 

  

Our next meeting: 
Thursday, October 3rd 

1:00 pm 
Elk River Lutheran Church – Lower Level Community Room 

 
Knitters & Crocheters, please join us! 

Contact Jane Domeier- domej06@aol.com - for more details 

mailto:domej06@aol.com
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Children, Youth & Family Ministries 
 

Start Days for CYF 
 September 18 Parent Night for parents of 

students in grades 6-9 

 September 22 Kids Connect begins with 
Worship Services 

 September 25 Programming for students 
in 6th - 12th grade begins 

 October 16 NO Programming due to MEA. 
 

Kids Connect 
We love our littles here at ERLC.  Each Sunday during the sermon 
time of worship, we host our PreK through 5th graders for a mini-
Sunday School lesson.  This 15 minute small group is a chance for 
us to dive into one of the stories in the Bible and unpack a lesson 
for us.  We do this through crafts, games, activities and 
conversation.  No registration or cost required.  Just come to 
worship with your families and listen for the invitation to leave for 
the lesson. 
 
Kids Connect needs VOLUNTEERS!  Do you have a heart to share 
God’s love and acceptance for children?  Then consider being part 
of the Kids Connect Volunteer team!  If enough people join this 
roster, it would only be a one or two time per month 
commitment.  The curriculum and all of the supplies are provided.  
Please let Pastor Anne know if you want to help out with this 
ministry!  

Club 4-5 
Calling all students in 4th and 5th grades!  Let’s hang out on 
Friday, October 11th.  We’ll have a pizza dinner, play some games, 
eat some treats, and just create general silliness while running 
amuck around our church building.  Watch your emails in 
September for more information and RSVP requirements!  Friends 
are always welcome.   

CYF Page of Website 
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Confirmation 
Confirmation Begins Soon! 

Pastor Nathan leads our weekly Wednesday gatherings of 
students grade 6-8, which include lessons from the Bible, 
application to daily life, and small group discussion. (AND we have 
a lot of FUN!) This is the first year that 6th graders will be a part of 
Confirmation, which will bring our program in line with the 
structure of our public schools and we 
believe developmentally it will be a good 
fit for them. 

For more information and to register visit 
our website or use the QR Code to go 
directly to the registration form  

 

9th Grade Confirmands! 

 
9th grade students!  This is a momentous time for you as you 
make the final preparations to confirm your faith at the 
Confirmation Service on Sunday, October 27th.  Please register on 
our website so that we know you are ready to affirm your 
baptismal promises and publicly declare your commitment to 

Important dates for 9th Grade Students: 

 Sept 18: Parent Night 

 Sept 25-Oct 23rd, Wednesday Nights 6:30-8:30pm 

 Oct 25th Trunk or Treat (service project for Confirmands) 

 Oct 27th Confirmation Service at 10:30am. 

 Feb 7-9th Winter Retreat! 

Student & Parent Orientation 
Wednesday, September 18 

 6:30PM 
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Jesus.  Our first gathering is Parent Night on Wednesday, Sept 
18th at 6:30.  AT LEAST ONE PARENT needs to come with you to 
hear more details about the plans for this fall. 
 
For September 25-October 23rd, please plan to come to the 
weekly high school youth group (6:30-7:30), and then stay after to 
talk about writing a faith statement and other details regarding 
the Confirmation Service.  We will wrap up by 8:30pm. 
 

High School 
Hey 9th - 12th graders!  Come dive into your faith, the Church, 
and ourselves, and let’s figure out what discipleship means 
together.  We’ll spend time talking about God and the Bible and 
how they apply to our real lives.  Occasionally, we’ll have service 
projects or fun field trips to see how God is at work in the 
community around us.  Your voice matters - come share it with us 
on Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30pm! 

 
CYF Nights 

We are excited for the upcoming CYF Nights that are planned for 
this fall!  CYF Nights usually include a meal, some games, a large 
group presentation as well as some small group discussions.  
These events are designed for the whole family!  We’ll stay 
together for the meal and large group portion, then we’ll split into 
age-related small groups.  Dinner starts at 6pm, and we’ll wrap up 
around 7:45pm. 
 

  
Our Fall CYF Night lineup includes: 

October 9th; JustMove “edutainment!”  
where we’ll dance our way into important discussions about race 
and loving ALL of God’s people! 
November 13th; Serving Together through sandwich making!  
Come make sandwiches for local food shelves and homeless 
shelters.  All ages are welcome! 
December 11th; It’s a Holly Jolly Christmas - Family Style!  

 Let’s celebrate the birth of our Savior by playing games, doing 

crafts and singing songs together as families! 
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DEI/Social Justice Task Force 
 

Wright-Sherburne Counties Pride Fest  
Thanks to all the volunteers who helped with the Wright-
Sherburne Counties Pride Fest July 20th. Our booth was one of 
many additions to the Festival this 2nd year. Not only was the 
event much larger than last year, it was also better attended.  It 
was great fun to meet new friends and work together with friends 
to support our community. 

 
 

Open Doors For Youth 
In October we will have another opportunity to 
support our  community once again. Open Doors 
for Youth will visit our congregation to share their 
mission with at-risk youth and give us 
opportunities to support their work. 
 
On October 6, between services, in the church 
proper, Director Cindy Ley will share their mission 
and share how we can partner with them in serving kids. 
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Generosity Team 
 
In addition to creating (with the help of Linda Nielsen) the slides 
that appear on the sanctuary screens during the Offering segment 
of the Sunday morning worship services, the Generosity Team has 
been working on a couple of projects. The first is a series of 
presentations regarding our many committees, teams and other 
groups. These presentations by members of our congregation, 
which began early this summer and will continue into the fall and 
winter, are entitled “God’s Work, Our Hands.” The purpose is to 
highlight the many ways that members of this congregation 
volunteer their time and talents to help carry out the mission of 
Elk River Lutheran Church, and to give members an opportunity to 
hear about all the great work these groups do and, perhaps, see 
where they might want to get involved. Our sincere thanks to all 
our presenters. 
 
Another project we are excited about is called “Generosity in 
Action: Care for Our World.” As our team discussed the impact of 
generosity, we realized that caring for the world that God gave us 
is an act of generosity, or stewardship to use another term. 
Beginning in September, we will present a series of forums on this 
subject. They will be presented between the 8:30 and 10:30 
services in the Community Room. The tentative titles and dates 
are as follows: 
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More specific information regarding these forums will be available 
in the weeks ahead. So plan to grab a cup of coffee, and join us as 
we explore what it means to be generous to this world that we 
have been given. 
 
Thank you to everyone whose generous contributions of time, 
talent and financial resources allow this church to carry out its 
mission. 

 
 
 
 

 

Hospitality 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the wonderful 
volunteers who assist our team.  Thank you to those who serve 
coffee and donuts each Sunday morning, to the persons who 
willingly and lovingly assist with funeral luncheons, and to all who 
assist with special events such as the Block Party, Dinner church 
and Vacation Bible School, just to name a few.  You are all so 
much appreciated.  

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 
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Maintenance Mondays 
 
Thank you to everyone who has 
joined us to help out with regular 
maintenance and fix-it projects at 
the church on Maintenance 
Mondays! 

 
Would you like to join us this fall? On the fourth Monday of the 
month we’ll gather for coffee and conversation starting at 9:30am 
to discuss a list of prioritized projects for the day, then divide up 
to get some work done. Some months there will also be projects 
that can’t be worked on or completed that day, so we’ll strategize 
who might be able to complete the job and when. This is a great 
way to help out at the church and enjoy some time together with 
other church folks. 

 

 

  

Upcoming Dates:  

 September 23 

 October 28 

 November 25 

 December 23 
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Music Ministry 
 

Music Ministry Update 
Hello everyone, as summer comes to a close, an exciting new 
program year with the Music Ministry begins.  At the end of last 
year’s program year, I hosted a few town hall forums with the 
musicians and fashioned their schedules according to their Likes, 
Wishes, and Wonderings.  There will be some fresher ideas 
happening within each ensemble starting in September.   
 

Carnegie Hall 
You may have heard “Carnegie Hall” come up a 
lot this summer.  It was an exciting piece of 
news in June.  Let me give you some back 
story.  In January, our choir participated in a 
choral festival with the National Lutheran Choir 
and their director Dr. Jennaya Robison.  Some 
time after that festival, I received an email from 
Manhattan Concert Productions saying Dr. Robison had invited 
the choir to perform in a community/church choir festival at 
Carnegie Hall in June 2025.  After much thought and wise-council, 
I decided to run with it.  I hosted an initial meeting in July to see 
how many were interested and ended up with a list of 30 
potential participants, singers and non-singers.  Another follow up 
meeting happened in August.  While some participants decided 
they couldn’t go, we still ended up with a healthy contingent to 
take the trip to the Big Apple.  What an exciting opportunity for 
our church folks, especially the choir.     
 

Choir 
Not everyone from the choir is going to Carnegie Hall, but that 
doesn’t mean they can’t have a good time singing together this 
year.  They’ll start their year with a Kick-Off Party on August 29th 
and, after that, begin their weekly Thursday rehearsals.  Their first 
project is Music Sunday, September 29th.  They and the other 
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ERLC ensembles will share beautiful, spirited 
music at our worship services.  The choir will 
also sing for All Saints Sunday in November and 
participate in a joint concert with Our Saviour’s 
Lutheran church of East Bethel on December 
13th.  Like every ensemble, they are project-
based. Singers who want to participate can sign up for each 
project separately.  No year-long commitment is expected.   
 

Instrumental Ensemble 
Our Instrumental Ensemble will also start 
their year with a Kick-Off Party…on 
Wednesday, September 4th.  This new-ish 
ensemble comprises a diverse range of 
instruments: alto saxophone, cello, 
clarinet, flute, oboe, trombone, trumpet, 
and tuba. They welcome other 
instruments and are also project-based, with only three to four 
Sunday/Wednesday rehearsals per project.  They’ll be sharing 
their music on Music Sunday, Confirmation Sunday, and Christmas 
Eve.  Individual instruments will also have chances to perform 
with other groups as the year goes by.  This summer they’ve been 
working on a new name, a reflection of how they are growing as 
an integral part of the music ministry.  
 

Riverside Ringers 
The Riverside Ringers, ERLC’s 
handbell choir, started their 5th 
season of ringing on August 20th 
with a workshop with Bells of the 
Lakes Director Bill Mathis.  With 
weekly Tuesday night rehearsals, 
they’ll start preparing for 
September 29th (Music Sunday), October 20th, and November 
10th.  On December 19th, they will be performing in their 3rd 
annual Bells & Carols event, a tradition of bringing joyful 
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Christmas music to the residents of Guardian Angels Riverview 
Landing.  Some ringers might also have a chance to perform with 
the Choir at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church’s joint concert on 
December 13th.  It is an exciting Fall for the ringers.   
 

Worship Band 
Our Worship Band rehearses on Monday 
nights and leads music at our contemporary 
worship services once a month. They’ll also 
sub for me on my Sundays off and play at 
special services like Christmas Eve and Ash 
Wednesday.  With several talented 
vocalists, an acoustic guitarist, a bass 
guitarist, a keyboardist, and an occasional percussionist, they are 
an incredibly capable group of musicians who love to make music 
together.  They’ll start their program year with Play Music on Your 
Porch Day on August 31st.  It’s a day of jamming together outside 
on our green space.  They will also lead music on Music Sunday, 
Confirmation Sunday, and Christmas Eve.  Later in November, 
you’ll see them at both services for All-Acoustic Sunday, where 
they’ll join the Choir in leading your favorite upbeat hymns of 
Thanksgiving.  
 
I’m so excited for a refreshening of the music ministry this 
Fall.  Their town hall forums were so informative and helped 
shape their schedules for this new 
year.  They contribute so much to our 
worship life here at Elk River Lutheran and 
I’m grateful for their dedication and 
generosity.  
 

 
 

Taylor 
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Worship Volunteers 
 

Worship Volunteer Appreciation and Updates 
Our worship volunteers are amazing. In times of need, you step 
up to serve with joyful hearts and generous spirits. Beyond being 
a welcoming and accepting community, you are also incredibly 
dedicated. I am deeply grateful for each and every one of you. 
 

Worship Volunteer Coordinating Team 
After two years of 
coordinating 
volunteers, I am 
pleased to introduce 
our new Worship 
Volunteer 
Coordinating Team! 
This team will officially 
begin on September 
1st and will be 
responsible for 
recruiting, scheduling, 
training, and 
supporting volunteers involved in various aspects of worship—
excluding those who operate the soundboard, PowerPoint, and 
Switcher, whom I will continue to coordinate. The members of the 
Worship Volunteer Coordinating Team are Babs Armagost, Chris 
Hansen, and Jenny Prunchik. You’ll see them on Sundays, ensuring 
all volunteer roles are filled, and sometimes stepping in 
themselves. You’ll also receive communication from them via 
their email: erlcvolunteers@gmail.com. Please take a moment to 
introduce yourselves when you get a chance; they would love to 
meet you. 

 
  

mailto:erlcvolunteers@gmail.com
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Volunteer Appreciation 
Before I officially hand over the 
reins, I want to express my deep 
appreciation for everyone’s 
willingness to learn the Breeze 
system. I know that technology 
isn’t always easy, so it was truly 
impressive to see how many of you 

embraced it and successfully communicated with me through it. 
You confirmed your attendance, found replacements, and blocked 
out your dates—all of which can be challenging, especially when 
technology feels daunting. Thank you for honoring our volunteer 
coordinating system and for being patient and understanding 
when we encountered the 
occasional glitch. Your efforts make 
a profound and positive impact on 
our church’s worship life. 
 
 

 
 
 

Taylor 
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS   

It takes a village to conduct a worship service. If you have a heart for  

serving, and you would like to be included in the rotation, please contact 

the Worship Volunteer Coordinating Team at erlcvolunteers@gmail.com  

so we can get you filled in or fill out the Time and Talent Form at the top 

of elkriverlutheran.org/forms 

mailto:erlcvolunteers@gmail.com
file://///10.0.1.10/data/Library/Newsletters/2024/Summer%202024%20Current/elkriverlutheran.org/forms
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Women of ERLC 
 

Women’s Book Club 

 

Join us for enriching literature and fellowship! 
 

When: Once a Month on Mondays 
Time: 6:30 PM 
Location: Lower Level of Elk River Lutheran Church.  All are 
welcome! 
Contact: amyanderson75@gmail.com for more details 
 
September 9 Book: 
 “The Women”  
by Kristen Hannah 
October 7 Book:  
“The Red Tent”  
by Anita Diamant 
November 4 Book:  
“The Life We Bury”  
by Allen Eskens 
 

  

mailto:amyanderson75@gmail.com
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Women’s Gathering 
 
Women of Elk River Lutheran Church 

Join us for 

 
Hosted by Minneapolis Women of the ELCA 

 
Date:      November 2, 2024 
Location:   Diamond Lake Lutheran Church  

     5760 Portland Ave, Minneapolis 
Registration:  

   Sliding Scale $25, A@50, $75 or $100 
Kids Day Camp:  
Available for children 12 mo – 12 yrs 

 
Register and Learn More: 
 https://mplswomenofelca.org/gathering.html 
 
Note: Register individually, but email Pastor Anne if you plan on 
attending. Pastor Anne will coordinate drivers and carpooling. 
 

Don’t miss out on this inspiring event! 
 

  

https://mplswomenofelca.org/gathering.html
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Financial Report – Fall 2024 
 
Our expenses continue to be higher than our income. There is a 
proposal stated in the 2023 Annual Report to use $39,500 from the 
Employee Retention Credit (ERC) to balance the budget towards the end 
of the year.  We have not done this currently. It is still a better decision 
to remain in the short-term interest account. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the Church and our Council. 

Julie Marie Haugen 
Treasurer 

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 

2024, January-July 

 July Actual Year to Date Actual Year to Date Budget 

Income 40,736.43 304,647.92 320,191.95. 

Expenses 41,620.43 316,580.29 320,242.28 

Profit/Loss -884.00 -11,932.37 -50.33 
 

OFFERINGS 

Month 
2024 

Actual 
2024 

Monthly Budget 
Difference 

 Budget-Actual 

Jan  $     42,595.38   $        40,416.66  2,178.72 

Feb  $     46,494.96   $        40,416.66  6,078.30 

Mar  $     41,876.81   $        40,416.66  1,460.15 

Apr  $     44,635.31   $        40,416.66  4,218.65 

May  $     32,216.84   $        40,416.66  -8,199.82 

Jun  $     45,542.69   $        40,416.66  5,126.03 

Jul  $     39,468.17   $        40,416.66  -948.49 

Total  $  292,830.16   $      282,916.62  9,913.54 
 

2023-2025 LOVE INSIDE AND OUT CAMPAIGN 
Total Pledges $708,277.99  

12/30/23 Received $288,153.81 41% goal 

7/31/24 $350,970.64 50% goal 
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September 
Sunday Monday Tuesday 

1 2 3 

 Church Office Closed 

 

9am Quilting 

10am Text Study 

6pm Riverside Ringers 

7pm AA Group 

 

8 9 10 
Serving Sunday 
9:30 Care for Our 
World – Climate 
Change 

10am Hospitality 

6pm Worship Band 

Rehearsal 

6:30pm Women’s 

Book Club 

9am Quilting 

10am Text Study 

6pm Riverside Ringers 

7pm AA Group 

15 16 17 
Accepting/CYF 
Sunday 
9:30am Care for Our 
World – What Faith 
Calls Us to Do 
1pm Instrumental 
Ensemble Rehearsal 

6pm Worship Band 
Rehearsal 

6:30pm Women’s 
Monthly Bible Study 

9am Quilting 

10am Text Study 

6pm Riverside Ringers 

6:30pm Council 

7pm AA Group 

22 23 24 

Joyful 
1pm Instrumental 
Ensemble Rehearsal 

9:30am Maintenance 
Mondays 
7:30pm Worship Band  

 

9am Quilting 

10am Text Study 

6pm Riverside Ringers 

7pm AA Group 

 

29 30  

Grace/Music Sunday 7:30pm Worship Band    

 
Sunday Schedule:                              8:30 – Traditional 
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2024 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

4 5 6 7 

4:30pm 
Generosity Team 

6pm 
Instrumental 
Ensemble Kick-

Off Party 

10am Genealogy 
Group 

6pm Choir 

9am Men’s 
Breakfast 
(Coborns-ER) 
/Women’s Coffee 
(Panera) 

8am Men’s  

Bible Study 

(Zoom) 

 

11 12 13 14 

6pm 
Instrumental 
Ensemble 

Rehearsal 

6pm Choir 9am Men’s 
Breakfast 
(Coborns-ER) 
/Women’s Coffee 
(Panera) 

8am Men’s  

Bible Study 

(Zoom) 

 

18 19 20 21 

6:30pm Middle 
School/High 
School Parent 

Night 

10am Worship 
at GA Riverview 

Landing 

6pm Choir 

9am Men’s 
Breakfast 
(Coborns-ER) 
/Women’s Coffee 

(Panera) 

 

8am Men’s  

Bible Study 

(Zoom) 

 

25 26 27 28 

6:30pm 

Confirmation 

6:30pm High 

School Youth 

6pm Choir 9am Men’s 
Breakfast 
(Coborns-ER) 
/Women’s Coffee 

(Panera) 

8am Men’s  

Bible Study 

(Zoom) 

 

    

    

 
9:30 – Fellowship Hour                      10:30 – Contemporary 
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October 
Sunday Monday Tuesday 

  1 
  9am Quilting 

10am Text Study 

6pm Riverside Ringers 

7pm AA Group 

6 7 8 
 10am Hospitality 

6pm Worship Band  
6:30pm Women’s 
Book Club 

9am Quilting 

10am Text Study 

6pm Riverside Ringers 

7pm AA Group 

13 14 15 
1pm Instrumental 
Ensemble Rehearsal 

6pm Worship Band  

 
9am Quilting 

10am Text Study 

6pm Riverside Ringers 

6:30pm Council 

7pm AA Group 

20 21 22 
9:30am Care for Our 
World – Energy City 
Commission 
1pm Instrumental 
Ensemble Rehearsal 

7:30pm Worship Band 
6:30pm Women’s 
Monthly Bible Study 

9am Quilting 

10am Text Study 

6pm Riverside Ringers 

7pm AA Group 

 

 

27 28 29 
10:30am 
Confirmation/ 
Affirmation of Baptism 

9:30am Maintenance 
Mondays 
7:30pm Planning 
Center Training for All 
Musicians 

9am Quilting 

10am Text Study 

6pm Riverside Ringers 

7pm AA Group 

 
Sunday Schedule:                              8:30 – Traditional 

  

LIFE Groups Start 
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2024 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 3 4 5 
6pm 
Instrumental 
Ensemble 
Rehearsal 
6:30pm 

Confirmation 

6:30pm High 
School Youth 

10am Genealogy 
Group 
3pm Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 
6pm Choir 

9am Men’s 
Breakfast (Coborns-
ER) /Women’s 
Coffee (Panera) 

8am Men’s  

Bible Study 

(Zoom) 

9 10 11 12 
6pm CYF Night 

with Just Move 

6pm Choir 9am Men’s 

Breakfast (Coborns-
ER) /Women’s 
Coffee (Panera) 
6:30pm Club 4-5 

8am Men’s  

Bible Study 
(Zoom) 

 

16 17 18 19 
NO 

Confirmation 

NO High School 
Youth 

10am Worship 
at GA Riverview 
Landing 
6pm Choir 

9am Men’s 
Breakfast (Coborns-
ER) /Women’s 
Coffee (Panera) 

 

8am Men’s  
Bible Study 
(Zoom) 

23 24 25 26 
6:30pm 
Confirmation 

6:30pm High 
School Youth 

6pm Choir 9am Men’s 
Breakfast (Coborns-
ER) /Women’s 
Coffee (Panera) 
2-6pm Downtown 
Trick or Treat 
5pm Trunk or Treat 
 
 

8am Men’s  
Bible Study 
(Zoom) 
 

30 31   
6:30pm 

Confirmation 

6:30pm High 
School Youth 

   

 
9:30 – Fellowship Hour                      10:30 – Contemporary 

  

LIFE Groups Start 
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November 
Sunday Monday Tuesday 

   
   

3 4 5 
All Saints Sunday 
Daylight Savings 
Time Ends 
9:30am Care for Our 
World– Solar 
11:30am New Member 
Orientation Luncheon 

10am Hospitality 
6pm Worship Band 
6:30pm Women’s 
Book Club 

9am Quilting 

10am Text Study 

6pm Riverside Ringers 

7pm AA Group 

10 11 12 
New Member 
Sunday 

6pm Worship Band 
6pm Choir Rehearsal 

9am Quilting 

10am Text Study 

6pm Riverside Ringers 

7pm AA Group 

17 18 19 

Thank You 
Sunday/Time & 
Talent Sunday 
9:30am Care for Our 
World – Electric 
Vehicles 

6:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal  
6:30pm Women’s 
Monthly Bible Study 
7:30pm Worship Band 

 

9am Quilting 

10am Text Study 

6pm Riverside Ringers 

6:30pm Council 

7pm AA Group 

24 25 26 

Commitment 
Sunday 
All Acoustic Sunday 
Pie Sunday 

9:30am Maintenance 
Monday 
6pm Worship Band 

9am Quilting 

10am Text Study 

6pm Riverside Ringers 

7pm AA Group 

 
Sunday Schedule:                              8:30 – Traditional 
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2024 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 

  9am Men’s 
Breakfast (Coborns-
ER) /Women’s 
Coffee (Panera) 

8am Men’s  

Bible Study 

(Zoom) 

6 7 8 9 

6:30pm 
Confirmation 

6:30pm High 
School Youth 

 

 

10am Genealogy 
Group 
6pm Choir 

9am Men’s 
Breakfast (Coborns-
ER) /Women’s 
Coffee (Panera) 

8am Men’s  
Bible Study 
(Zoom) 

 

13 14 15 16 
6pm CYF Night 6pm Choir 9am Men’s 

Breakfast (Coborns-
ER) /Women’s 
Coffee (Panera) 

 

8am Men’s  
Bible Study 
(Zoom) 

 

20 21 22 23 

6:30pm 
Confirmation 

6:30pm High 
School Youth 

10am Worship 
at GA Riverview 
Landing 
6pm Choir 

9am Men’s 
Breakfast (Coborns-
ER) /Women’s 
Coffee (Panera) 

8am Men’s  
Bible Study 
(Zoom) 
5pm 
Downtown 
Tree Lighting 
 

27 28 29 30 

NO 
Confirmation/ 
High School 

Youth 

Church Office 
Closed 

9am Men’s 
Breakfast (Coborns-
ER) /Women’s 
Coffee (Panera) 

8am Men’s  
Bible Study 
(Zoom) 
 

 
9:30 – Fellowship Hour                      10:30 – Contemporary 
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STAFF 

If you have specific questions or needs,  
please feel free to contact any of the church staff 

 
Pastor Nathan Mugaas 
763-242-8347 
pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Pastor Anne Schaefer 
952-250-6974 
pastoranne@elkriverlutheran.org 

 
Linda Nielsen 
Office Manager 
763-595-1216 
linda@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Michelle Hagberg 
Custodian 
 
Lori Sundman  
Bookkeeper 

Taylor Quinn  
Director of Music Ministry & Worship 
763-595-1216 x1202 
taylor@elkriverlutheran.org 

 

Nick Campbell 
Online Broadcast Specialist 
 
Lisa Griffin  
Staff Pianist 
 
Nursery Attendants:  
Amy Brown and Jeremiah Schaefer  

 
Worship Volunteer Coordinators: 
Babs Armagost, Chris Hansen, and  
Jenny Pruchnik 
erlcvolunteers@gmail.com 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL  
President:  Kent Larson 
Vice President:  Tom Werk 
Secretary:  Matt Glasoe 
Treasurer:  Julie Marie Haugen 

Amy Anderson 
Zoey Day 
Sue Hales 

Kelli Horner 
Conni Natwick 

Jeff Schrock 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 

(763) 595-1216 

729 Main Street, Elk River MN 55330 

elkriverlutheran.info@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9 am – 4 pm; Fri Closed  

www.elkriverlutheran.org 

  

mailto:pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:linda@elkriverlutheran.org
mailto:taylor@elkriverlutheran.org
http://www.elkriverlutheran.org/
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Coming in December 2024  
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