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Pastor Nathan’'s Message

Dear Members and Friends of Elk River Lutheran,

Earlier this summer |
shared in a sermon how
my kids are obsessed with
Pokémon cards—they
can’t get enough. And |
admitted my own
weakness: Cub Foods’
giant bag of cheese
popcorn... | can’t get
enough.

We all have those “can’t get enough” cravings, but when it comes
to life and faith, the good news is this: God’s grace really is
enough. More than enough. Even when we feel like we’re lacking,
God provides what we need.

When we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Give us this day our daily
bread,” Martin Luther reminds us in the Small Catechism that
daily bread means everything needed for this life. The point of the
prayer isn’t to beg God for more, but to shape our hearts. God
already provides. What we’re asking is that we recognize the gifts
we have, receive them with gratitude, and trust that they are
enough. Even in hard times, there is daily bread—things to be
thankful for, reasons to trust that God’s grace is enough.

This fall at Elk River Lutheran, that’s what we’ll be leaning into:
what it means to be the church, how we live out generosity, and

how we trust that God’s grace is always enough.

Thanks be to God,
Pastor Nathan
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Pastor Anne’s Message

Greetings ERLC!
| hope your summer bucket lists have all the check marks and that
thoughts of fall bring you hope and gratitude.

As | say goodbye to summer, my heart holds so many emotions.
Personally, I’'m both grieving and celebrating as:
e My youngest graduated high school and headed off to college.
¢ My middle graduated college and started her first adult job.
e My oldest continued settling three states away in Colorado.

My husband and | are entering the chapter of empty nesting, and
though | don’t feel “done” with the chapter of having young kids
at home, we are very much looking forward to what this stage will
bring to our marriage. Like | said... so many emotions.

Celebrating Summer Ministry

Likewise, I’'m filled with many emotions reflecting on our ministry
together here at ERLC. This summer alone we have had several
trips and experiences helping our young people grow in faith.
Between mission trips, summer camps, and VBS, we have walked
with about 95 adults and students as they grew in their faith and
learned more about Jesus! Wow! There is so much to celebrate!

Serving in Love

We have also come together as a congregation to serve and help
those in need. Between the matching funds for LSS, collecting
school supplies, house-painting projects, bedside prayers, home
visits, phone calls, and funeral and graveside services, we’ve
shared the peace and compassion of Jesus with many people
grieving or struggling.
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Faith, Feelings, and God’s Image
We read in Genesis that we are made in God’s own image
(Genesis 1:27 — look it up!), and | believe this means that God
feels our full range of emotions. God celebrates, grieves, gets
angry... all that we are feeling is safe with God.
This is a beautiful reminder to:

e Welcome all that you are feeling.

e Use your emotions to connect with others.

e Let your emotions encourage passions which serve your

neighbors and bring God’s love to the world!

One of my favorite quotes by the
singer/songwriter TobyMac is:

“Your mood should never dictate your
manners.”

What a great reminder to be kind and
respectful in how we treat others,

regardless of what we are feeling. TR

Looking Ahead

As we move into fall, with the kick-offs of so many things,
remember to breathe and take time to notice all that you are
feeling. As we start back into routine around church, know that
you are never alone in it.

God is with you, and so is this community.
Thanks be to God for a community that does
life together in all the highs and all the lows.

Together, let’s turn our feelings into acts of
love that change the world!

Grace and peace,
Pastor Anne Schaefer
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Fall Sermon Series

WE ARE Rilgl R 1V] {4,

September 7 — October 12, 2025

We say it often: “The church is not a building—it’s the people.” But
what does that really mean? This fall, we’ll explore what it looks like to
be the church together—not just on Sundays but in our everyday lives.

Each week draws from our mission statement—“Trusting in God’s grace,
an accepting, joyful community, serving God and neighbor”—and invites
us to live into that vision more fully. We’'ll reflect on what it means to
belong to something bigger than ourselves and to live with intention
and love.

Through guest voices, youth leadership, music-filled worship, and
stories of faith, we’ll be reminded that church isn’t something we go
to—it’s something we are.

Highlights include:
e Congregation Forum between services on Strategic Plan and
Stewardship Plans for the fall (Sept 7)
Joyful Community Sunday (Sept 14)
o Backpack Blessing and LWR School Kit Blessing
Guest Speaker Daniel Goldschmidt on inclusion (Sept 21)
CYF Sunday led by children and youth (Sept 28)
Music Sunday with Taylor and musicians (Oct 5)
Celebration of Our Shared Mission (Oct 12)

Together, we'll be reminded again and again: We are the church!
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President’s Report

Greetings Elk River Lutheran and friends.

I hope all of you have been enjoying summer. | feel like it goes faster
each year, my gosh! The good Lord has certainly blessed us in MN with
amazing resources to enjoy! | hope you all have been able to enjoy in
the way that fits you.

It has been a busy summer for the council and ERLC staff. We have
been working on many things, of which | believe will help to guide ERLC
into the future. And keeping a keen eye on our mission. Below are a few
highlights | wanted to share with you all:

o Financials — as Julie Marie has reported, we have taken the feedback
from the annual meeting and really focused on improving
transparency and updates on this topic.

o Elk River Lutheran — 2028 Strategic Plan. | mentioned this in our
Summer issue, great news, we are nearing completion and working to
the execution phase of this. It has been a combined effort with the
Council and ERLC staff. An invigorating experience to say the least and
helps to chart the course for the coming 3 years! We will be hosting
congregational listening sessions on this topic in early September. Be
looking for that information and please attend if able. | think you will
find this exciting and engaging!

e The construction work with the Windows and Stucco is coming along
very well. Only a few minor finishing items left. And my how nice the
new stucco looks! It really gives the church building a new look. | love
it!

CONGREGATION FORUMS September 7 & 10
You are invited to join us for one of two congregation forums to learn
about and share feedback on two important initiatives at Elk River
Lutheran: our 2028 Strategic Plan and the 2026 Stewardship Drive.

¢ Sunday, September 7 at 9:40 am (between services)

¢ Wednesday, September 10 at 5:00 pm
These forums are an opportunity to hear updates, ask questions, and
share your input as we plan for the future of our church together.
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As we look to transition our lives, church and
seasons into Fall, many things come to mind.
We have back to school, confirmation, youth
gatherings and all the fun that comes with this.
And of course, the coming season change. Of
which, | personally very much enjoy. | hope you
can squeeze in some late summer fun and
focus on great things ahead in the fall.

All my best and love in Christ.
Jeff Schrock

Council President

Become a New Member

[[] New Member Orientation — Sunday, October 5 | 11:30 AM
(Lunch Provided)

[[] New Member Sunday — Sunday, October 12
(Join Us at Either Service)

Ready to make Elk River Lutheran your church
home? Join us for a luncheon orientation to
learn about our vision, history, and ministries,
then be officially welcomed during worship at
either the 8:30 AM or 10:30 AM service the
following Sunday!

P Sign up using the connection form in your ==
bulletin, ey by s

’ "*‘ =}
visit elkriverlutheran.org/forms, or P 0 0 ’ V‘ y 2
email linda@elkriverlutheran.org. . 2 R

We’re excited to welcome you into our church family!
Forms can be sent to linda@elkriverlutheran.org
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2025 Fall Stewardship Drive for 2026

LOVE That Lasts:
The Gifts We Carry. The Legacy We Leave.

As our current capital campaign comes to a close, we give thanks for all
that your generosity has already made possible.

e 2020-2022 Powered by LOVE Campaign — Remodeled the
sanctuary, relocated the main entrance, and established our
mortgage and construction loan.

e 2023-2025 LOVE Inside Out Campaign — Completed the
redashing of the stucco, continued steady mortgage and
construction loan payments, and have begun planning for the
new outdoor gathering space (to break ground in spring 2026).

We couldn’t have done any of this without your faithful giving—thank
you!

Looking Ahead: LOVE That Lasts
This fall’s stewardship drive is not a new capital campaign. Instead, it’s
an invitation to make a one-year pledge to support:

¢ General Fund — sustaining our ongoing ministries.

e Building Fund — continue making regular mortgage and
construction loan payments, while paying down debt and
freeing resources for future ministry.

Time and again, our church has responded with generosity when needs
have arisen. Because of that steady faithfulness, we believe we can
meet our ongoing needs and move toward a stronger future without
the added expense and effort of a large-scale capital campaign. Instead,
we’ll simply focus together on generosity that sustains ministry today
and builds a legacy for tomorrow.
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Imagine the Future

With no major new building projects on the horizon, we have an
incredible opportunity to pay down our debt more quickly. If giving to
the Building Fund continues at current levels, we’ll not only keep up
with monthly mortgage and construction loan payments (over $12,500
per month), but we’ll also be able to make extra payments. This would
allow us to pay off the construction loan in 2027 —years early—and save
more than $17,000 in interest. And if that level of support continued
until 2032, we could pay off the entire mortgage early, saving $160,000
in interest!

Picture what Elk River Lutheran could do with an extra $12,500 each
month once our debt is gone:

e Strengthen Children, Youth, and Family programming.

e Expand worship with additional musicians and creative
opportunities.

e Add staff to support member care and connection.

e Increase our support for vital local ministries like CAER and
Open Doors for Youth.

This is the vision of LOVE That Lasts: honoring our past, sustaining our
present, and stepping boldly into God'’s future together.
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Fall Stewardship Theme & Events

LOVE That Lasts:
The Gifts We Carry. The Legacy We Leave.

This fall we’re entering a special season at Elk River Lutheran
called LOVE That Lasts: The Gifts We Carry. The Legacy We
Leave.

Through our fall stewardship drive and sermon series, we’ll
celebrate the legacy that has brought us this far and dream boldly
about the future. Each Sunday will lift up themes of faith, love,
generosity, and legacy, inviting us to consider the gifts we carry
and the legacy we want to leave:

Oct 19 - Living the Legacy: We don’t just inherit a legacy—we live it.

Oct 26 - Faith That Reforms: Passing on a living, growing faith to the
next generation.

Nov 2 — Saints and Stewards: Remembering those who came before
and building for tomorrow.

Nov 9 — Built on Faith: Like living stones, we create a spiritual and
physical home together.

Nov 16 — Blessed to Be a Blessing: God blesses us so we can bless
others.

Nov 23 — The Legacy We Choose: We leave behind faith, love, and
generosity through our commitments.
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As part of LOVE That Lasts, you'll be invited to participate in several

ways:

e Fall Stewardship Drive — Members will be invited to make a one-
year pledge to support both the General Fund (ongoing ministry)
and the Building Fund (mortgage payments and debt retirement).

o LIFE Groups — Small groups will meet weekly to discuss questions
based on scripture and themes from worship. They’ll begin during
We Are the Church and continue into LOVE That Lasts.

e Estate Planning Event — Wednesday, October 29 11:30AM-1:00PM
— Consider naming Elk River Lutheran in your will or estate plan,
through the Mission Endowment Fund or the Building Fund, leaving
a lasting impact far into the future.

e Funeral & Memorial Planning Workshop — Sunday, November 2
9:40AM-10:20AM — Receive resources and guidance to plan your
own service, leaving a gift of clarity and care for your loved ones.

Together, we'll honor the past, celebrate the present, and prepare for a
future where Elk River Lutheran can share God'’s love freely.

This is about more than dollars and debt
—it’s about building a LOVE That Lasts.

Downtown ERLC
Trick Trunk
Treat Treat
2pm - 6pm Spm - 6pm
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LIFE Groups

LIFE Groups Are Back This Fall!

LIFE (Living in Faith Everyday) Groups are small groups of 8—12 people
who gather weekly for six weeks (plus a bonus week) to share
conversation, build relationships, and grow in faith. Each group meets in
a home—or another designated location—with a host and a facilitator.
Discussions are based on the previous Sunday’s sermon and scripture
readings. The purpose of LIFE Groups is simple: to foster meaningful
connections with others on the journey of faith.

Groups will meet during the weeks following these Sundays: September
28-November 2, with each group encouraged to plan a purely social
gathering during the week of November 9 as a fun “bonus week.”

Group sign-ups will be available in the Fellowship Hall in early
September, but you can start talking to friends and forming your groups
today!

Invitation for Hosts & Facilitators
Could you be a Host or Facilitator (or both)? This fall we’re looking for
leaders to help make LIFE Groups happen.

e Hosts welcome people into their homes (or another space) and
provide hospitality for conversation.

e Facilitators help guide the “Sermon Chat” discussions with
provided questions—no teaching expertise required.

e People can serve as both host and facilitator, and groups may
choose to rotate locations.

e Hosts and facilitators are encouraged to invite people they’d
enjoy spending time with, helping form groups with natural
connections.

e Leaders also set the meeting time and location.

If you love connecting with people and want to create a space for faith
and friendship, prayerfully consider serving in one of these roles.

Contact Pastor Nathan at pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org for more
information about hosting or facilitating a group.
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Children, Youth & Family Ministries

Start Days for CYF

] September 17 Parent Night for parents of students
in grades 6-9

[] September 21 Kids Connect begins with Worship
Services

L] September 24 Programming for students in 6th -
12th grade begins

[] October 15 NO Programming due to MEA.

CYF Page of Website

Kids Connect
Praise God for children! We love to
celebrate our young ones and teach them
about the character of God during our
Kids Connect time. Kids Connect is for
preschool through 5th graders and takes
place during the reading and sermon time
in Sunday morning worship. This is led by
Pastor Anne and run by her or a volunteer.

If you feel like God is calling you to help
teach our children, to wonder alongside
them, or to just have fun and remind them
that they are loved, please let Pastor Anne
know. We are always looking for people to
share in this important work!

Age 2 Age
We are thrilled to be part of the Age to Age initiative from Capital
University in Ohio. This program is “designed to equip congregations
with tools and support to strengthen faith formation across
generations.” We are part of a cohort with 11 other congregations
across the United States, where we dive into this learning experience
together with support, coaching, resources, and discovery.

Pastor Anne will be putting together a group to help
discern and direct something new within Children’s A ‘rAgAe e
Ministry. Stay tuned for updates on this initiative! . OAS
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Club 4-5

Club 4-5 is back! This awesome group for 4th and 5th graders is all
about discovering who God is, getting connected at church, and
realizing that church can be seriously fun! In the past, we’ve had pizza,
games, and tons of laughter—and we’re ready for more.

Our first big night is set for Friday, October 10, with delicious pizza,
hilarious games, and friends welcome! Mark your calendars and get
ready for a night of faith, friendship, and fun. More details coming soon!

Christmas Program
Mark your calendars—our kids are
taking the stage! Live children’s
performances have always been a
favorite tradition at ERLC, and this year
will be no different. On Sunday,
December 14, our young ones will
bring a story of Jesus’ birth to life with
costumes, acting, singing, and plenty of
heart-melting “awwws” as we
celebrate God coming to earth!

Kids in the program will have rehearsal on Saturday morning,
December 13, so they’re ready to shine. You won’t want to miss their
joyful storytelling at both Sunday services!

Confirmation

[©] Parent & Student Orientation
Wednesday, September 17 at 6:30 pm in the
Community Room

To register, visit our website or scan the QR Code:

Registration
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6th-8th Grade Conflrmatlon

Pastor Nathan leads our weekly Wednesday
gatherings for students in grades 6—8. Each
week includes Bible lessons, real-life
application, and small group discussion
(AND plenty of FUN!).

Our three-year curriculum rotation covers
two years of the Bible (Old Testament &
New Testament) and one year focused on
our Lutheran tradition, faith practices, and
other world religions. This year we’ll dive
into that third track—exploring what it
means to live out our faith today.

If you have middle school students, or
know someone who would enjoy learning
and growing in faith with us, we’d love to have them join!

CYF — 9th Grade Confirmation

Important dates for 9th Grade Students:
September 17 - Parent Night
September 25-October 22 - Wednesday Nights, 6:30-8:30
pm

October 24 - Trunk or Treat (service project for
Confirmands)

October 26 - Confirmation Service at 10:30 am
February 6-8 - Winter Retreat

9th Graders—your big day is almost here! We can’t wait to celebrate
with you as you take this exciting step of confirming your faith at our
Confirmation Service on Sunday, October 26. This is a beautiful
moment to affirm your baptismal promises, share your faith story, and
publicly declare your commitment to following Jesus.
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Please register on our website so we know you’re
ready for this important milestone! Our journey
begins with Parent Night on Wednesday, September
17 at 6:30 pm—make sure at least one parent or
guardian comes along so we can share all the details
for this fall.

Confirmation

o Registration
From September 25 through October 22, you’ll join

the high school youth group from 6:30-7:30 pm, then stay afterward
(“After Hours”) for special confirmation prep—writing your faith
statement and getting ready for your big day. We'll finish by 8:30 pm
each week.

We're so excited to walk with you in faith as you prepare for this special

celebration!
CYF — High School

Our older high school students are excited
to welcome the new 9th graders into our
Wednesday evening shenanigans! Come
dive into your faith, the Church, and
ourselves, and let’s figure out what
discipleship means together.

We'll spend time talking about God and
the Bible and how they apply to our real
lives. Occasionally, we’ll have service
projects or fun field trips to see how God is
at work in the community around us. Your
voice matters—come share it with us on
Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 pm!

2025 Youth Mission Trip

We are so proud of the 12 high school students and 4 adults who
served God by loving the people of Colorado Springs this past June. Our
team painted, scraped, sanded, and prepped several homes in a housing
development that supports people at risk of or experiencing
homelessness. We also spent an evening at a home for single parents -
playing with their children and serving a meal so parents could attend
classes.
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Along the way, our students learned about, experienced, and shared the
love of God in incredible ways. And yes, we had plenty of fun, too -
white water rafting and hiking at the Garden of the Gods. Thanks be to
God for each of you who supported us financially and/or prayerfully!

CYF Nights

Mark your calendars for CYF Nights - fun, faith, and connection for the
whole family! Each evening begins with a delicious meal and time
together in a large group for singing, games, and laughter before
breaking into smaller groups for deeper conversation and activities
around a shared theme.

CYF NIGHT SCHEDULE:
This fall’s lineup is one you won’t want to miss:
October 8 — Storytelling Event with Pastor Andrea Roske-
Metcalfe
November 19 — Service Event: Making sandwiches for the
community
December 10 — Joy to the World Family Christmas Party
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Hospitality

We would like to take : -
this opportunity to thank Servmg One Another

all the wonderful

,_)(ﬂ'(‘z.s'/zif(d"/f{/ »

volunteers who assist our -

team. Thank you to Minist uy ’\
those who serve coffee . ‘ -
and donuts each Sunday morning, to the persons who willingly and
lovingly assist with funeral luncheons, and to all who assist with special
events such as the Block Party, Dinner church and Vacation Bible School,
just to name a few. You are all so much appreciated.

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

Pie Sunday is a popular event each year on the Sunday
before Thanksgiving. Mark your calendars!

For more information

Contact Barb Overbye Special Event Coordinator 612-799-5929
Sandy Krumweide Funeral Coordinator 701-721-5185

Barb Burandt Sunday Morning Fellowship 612-384-6578

Meals on Wheels

Elk River Lutheran delivers Meals on Wheels during the months of
February and September. These meals are picked up at the Guardian
Angels Dining Site each weekday and delivered to people in Elk River.
Pick-up time is around 10:30 am, and delivery takes about one hour.

A big thank you to all who volunteer to deliver! This is a very rewarding
service, and people are so thankful for their meals. The sign-up sheet is
available the month prior to delivery.

Contact persons for this ministry:

Barb Overbye —(612) 799-5929
Linda Felska — (763) 242-5319

Page 21



Mission Endowment

Mission Endowment Fund:
Making a Lasting Impact

This summer our Mission Endowment
Fund has already been at work in
powerful ways—supporting the cost of a
second vehicle for our High School
Mission Trip and sending $2,500 to
Lutheran Disaster Response following
the devastating Texas flooding. These
gifts are possible because of your
generosity and the vision of creating a
fund that supports ministry beyond our
walls.

Matching Gift Opportunity: Support Refugee Services

Through the end of August you have the
chance to double your impact!

Every dollar you give will be matched by
our Mission Endowment Fund—up to
$4,000.

Elk River Lutheran has a long history of
supporting Lutheran Social Service and
their vital work with refugees. This year,
federal funding for refugee services has
been suspended. While new arrivals are
on pause, many refugees already here
still need care, support, and help
adjusting to life in Minnesota.

You can give through any of our usual
channels (offering envelope, online, or

mail). Just note “Lutheran Social Services

— Refugee Services.” Thank you for
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helping us extend care to neighbors in need and maximize our shared
impact.

Upcoming Mission Endowment Fund Events

e Estate Planning Event
Wednesday, October 29 | 11:30AM—
1:00PM
Learn about the importance of estate
planning and how easy it is to leave a
legacy to the church or other
organizations you care about. Members
of Elk River Lutheran will share how they
are naming the church in their will or
estate plan—through the Mission
Endowment Fund or the Building Fund—ensuring a lasting impact
for generations to come.

e Financial Peace University
Starting January 2026 o Seosios
This nine-week course provides a FINANCIAL / Jecace
solid financial foundation and iy
practical tools to succeed with
money. Look for sign-up information later this fall. If you’d like to
help as a facilitator, contact Pastor Nathan. No financial expertise
required—you simply “press play” on the video each week and
guide conversation around the lesson.

YEAS Y
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Music Ministry

This summer began with an unforgettable
highlight—our trip to Carnegie Hall in New
York City. Standing on that historic stage and
making music together with choirs from
across the country was both humbling and
inspiring. Thank you to everyone who
supported us along the way. It was a true
milestone in our ministry.

While | was away this summer, the music
ministry kept moving with strength and '
beauty. The Chair, Lisa, and the Worship Band led music faithfully and
joyfully in worship. | am deeply grateful for their generosity,
commitment, and hard work. It is a joy to serve alongside such
dedicated musicians.

Beyond Sunday worship, the summer offered several special
opportunities to share music:

e  Christmas in July Caroling — Singers from ERLC and the
community spread cheer at the Farmer’s Market and local
businesses.

e Riverview Landing Worship — Our monthly services continue to
bring music and community connection to residents.

e Carnegie Hall Watch Party (Aug 27) — Our congregation will
gather to relive the trip together, enjoying food, photos, and
memories from this incredible experience.

e Play Music on Your Porch Day (Aug 30) — The Worship Band will
gather outside by the “Powered by Love” mural to play, eat, and
enjoy time together before the program year.

Through it all, our musicians gave generously of their time and talent.
Thank you for the many ways you help music thrive here at ERLC.
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Looking Ahead: September—November

Our fall season is filled with opportunities to sing, ring, play, and serve
together. All of our ensembles are project-based, so you don’t have to
commit for a full year. If you’d like to join one of these groups, please
reach out to me directly.

e Choir

o Begins Thursday, September 4 at 6:00 pm.

o Open to anyone who loves to sing—come try it out!
e Mississippi Sound (Instrumental Ensemble)

o Begins Wednesday, September 3 at 6:00 pm.

o Instrumental ensemble with fall projects and
performances, rehearsals on Sundays and Wednesdays.

¢ Riverside Ringers (Handbell Choir)

o Begins Tuesday, September 2 at 6:00 pm.

o Always looking for new hands—no prior experience
required.

e Riverview Landing Worship

o Monthly services continue, bringing comfort and

connection through music.
e Worship Band

o Leading contemporary music regularly in worship.

o Thisfall, | am in the process of hiring a guitarist to join
us once a month. | expect to have someone in place by
September, and I’'m excited to add their energy to our
contemporary service.

Special Note: Music Sunday (October 5)

e All ensembles—Choir, Ringers,
Worship Band, and Mississippi
Sound—will share in worship.

e A string trio and several soloists
will also be part of the day.

e Mark your calendar and join us
for this joyful celebration of
music in our congregation.
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Music Ministry in Action

Music at ERLC is about more than rehearsals and performances. Every
week, our ensembles, volunteers, and media team help create worship
experiences that connect us to God and one another. From the
soundboard to the livestream, from the first rehearsal to the last note
sung in worship, this ministry is built on teamwork.

Thank you to everyone—musicians, tech volunteers, staff, and
congregation—for your encouragement and support.

Save the Dates: December

¢ Sunday, December 21 — The Brooklyn Big Band will join us for
special Christmas services.

e Christmas Eve (Wednesday, December 24)

o 10:30 am Family Service — Families are invited to help
me lead the music at this service. Save the date if you'd
like to participate!

o Candlelight Services — Music will feature festive
ensembles.

e Blue Christmas Service — A community collaboration that offers
comfort and hope for those carrying grief during the holiday
season.

e Advent & Christmas Worship Services — Celebrate the season
with music-filled worship each week.

Closing

As we move from the joy of Carnegie Hall into the busy fall season and
the hope of Advent, I'm grateful for the ways music continues to inspire,
connect, and serve our congregation. Whether you’re singing, ringing,
playing, running sound, or listening from the pews, you are part of this
ministry. Thank you for being on the journey with us.
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Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl Ministry continues
to grow and change. Our yarn workers
are keeping up with the need for
Prayer Shawls, Pocket Prayers, and
Chemo Caps. These are all displayed in
the Gathering Area. Please feel free to
take any of these and give them to
someone you think would be
comforted by them. They were
created lovingly and prayerfully to
bring hope and to remind those going
through a tough time that they are not
alone. Thank you to everyone who has
given one—you are an important part
of our ministry, too.

Our knitters and crocheters continue
to make baby caps and blankets for
Global World Ministry. In addition, we
recently reached out to Guardian
Angels asking if there is anything we
could be doing for them. We had quite
a positive response! They came up
with a long wish list of items that i
would benefit their residents. Many of o o,
the items are quick and easy and
would be a perfect project for the
beginner knitter or crocheter. We are
excited to start working on these.

We have had many generous
donations of yarn, as well as knitting needles and crochet hooks. Thank
you to everyone who has donated. We have everything one would need
to get going on a project, along with a lot of knowledge shared by some
very talented knitters and crocheters.
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Our group meets every other month on the first Thursday at 1:00 pm in
the Lower Level Community Room. Since most of our work is done at
home, coming to meetings is not required, but a lot of good information
is passed along there. You do not need to have something to “hand in”
to come. Beginners are welcome!

a Prayer Shawl Ministry — Upcoming Meeting Dates

2025: October 2, December 4

2026: February 5, April 2

Time: 1:00 PM

Location: Lower Level Community Room
Elk River Lutheran Church

Please join us!
Contact: Jane Domeier — domej06@aol.com — for more details
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Quilting Ministry

September brings School Kits for LWR,
which will be blessed on September 14.

In November, the LWR quilts will
be displayed, blessed, and then
sent wherever they are needed.

ABOVE: Women prosadly dispday the L WR Quits they
recehed at o cEplacement Came in Goma

In our quilting group, everyone is
important and has a hand in making the
quilts:

e Designing patterns and
deciding colors and sizes of
fabric

e Cutting fabric

e Machine sewing of the quilt
tops and backs

e Securing the quilt layers (top,
batting, and backing) together
by tying the layers with crochet
thread

e Machine sewing the binding

It takes about 11 yards of fabric to
make a quilt, plus the batting. We make
about 3-4 quilts a week.

Everyone is welcome to join us! We meet every Tuesday from 9:00-
11:00 am.

With gratitude,
Linda Felska and Sue Hecker
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Women’s Ministries

Women's
Book Club

All are welcome!

* Join us for enriching literature and fellowship!
* When: Once a Month on Mondays
* Time: 6:30 pm
* Location: Lower Level of Elk River Lutheran Church

* September 8 Book: “Three Days in June"” by Anne Tyler

* October 6 Book: “Somewhere in Heaven: The Remarkable Love Story
of Dana and Christopher Reeve" by Christopher Anderson

Contact sunshinepeascl37@gmail.com for more details.

;.\'),TOGETHER

2025 Minneapolis Area Synod
Women of the ELCA Gathering
Saturday, November 15, 2025
9am-4pm
Transfiguration Lutheran Church
11000 France Ave S
Bloomington, MN 55431

REGISTRATION NOW!
e Learnand Listen Cost is $60
e Connect and Create Includes coffee, breakfast and lunch
e Celebrate and Worship
e Together!

Register at:
https://mplswomenofelca.or

register.html
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Worship Volunteers

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

Traditional Service with Communion

______Role __ Sep7 . Sepld _ Sep21 ___Sep2s8
Greeter Jackson, Marianne Johnson, Mark Campbell, John Hovde, Sue
jackson, jerry Johnson, Fran Boese, Christy Hovde, Paul
Usher Rinerson, Sharon  Hovde, Sue Campbell, john
Rinerson, Roger Hovde, Paul Campbell, Debbie
Scripture Reader Campbell, Debbie Campbell, Linda Olson, Cedric Natwick, Conni
Communion Servers |(Hovde, Sue Campbell, John Ziner, Dale Anundsen, Patsy
Hovde, Paul Campbell, Debbie |Christianson, Karl Anundsen, Don
Communion Steward Barthel, John Campbell, Debbie Olson, Cedric

l

Mid-Week Bossany, Lisa Rose, Paula |Bock, Nancy Pruchnik, Jenny
Communion Filler

Powerpoint Operator |Barthel, Mary Auel, Sarah Ethen, Levi Ziner, Dale
Soundboard Operator Johnson, Bennett  Auel, John Jenkins, Kevin johnson, Bennett
Switcher Operator Clements, Torn Clements, Tom Clements, Tom Clements, Tom
Worship Volunteer Simpson, Vickl Simpson, Vicki Simpson, Vickl Simpson, Vickd
Coordinator Pruchnik, Jenny Pruchnik, Jenny Pruchnik, jJenny Pruchnik, Jenny

Contemporary Service with Communion

Role Sep 7 Sep 14 Sep 21 Sep 28

Greeter Pouliot, Greg Tiemens-Anderson, |Nelson, Val Nelson, Val

Pouliot, Debby Samantha Nelson, Dan Bossany, Lisa
Anderson, Mike

Usher Schaefer, Anthony  |Schwarze, Mark Livingston, joe Parks, Julie
Nelson, Dan Schwarze, Amelia Bock, Rick Livingston, joe

Scripture Reader Sackmeister, Vickl Howland, Justin Guimont, Laura Natwick, John

Communion Server |Larson, Melania Dahlheimer, Jodie Wingard, Tom Nelsen, Dan

| Homer, Kelll Carlson, Sarah Wingard, LuAnn Bock, Rick

Communion Steward |Day, Zoey Dalnes, Cathy Tesdahl, Brad

[Powerpoint Operator |Horner, Katherine Howland, Shari Carlson, Tyler Anderson, Mike

Soundboard Rotz, Emily Evert, Brad Jenkins, Kevin Evert, Brad

Operator

Switcher Operator  |Clements, Tom Clements, Tom Clements, Tom Clements, Tom

Worship Volunteer |Hansen, Chris Hansen, Chris Hansen, Chris Hansen, Chris

Coordinator

It takes a village to conduct a worship service. If you have a heart for

serving, and you would like to be included in the rotation, please contact
the Worship Volunteer Coordinating Team at erlcvolunteers@gmail.com
or fill out the Time and Talent Form at the top of
elkriverlutheran.org/forms
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Financial Report

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT

2025, January-July

July Year to Date Actual | Year to Date Budget
Actual
General
Income $33,753.74 $306,759.16 $331,902.25
Expenses $42,416.22 $336,932.68 $331,921.49
Profit/Loss -$8,662.48 -$30,173.52 -$19.24

Our Year-to-date budget is $30,173.52 over budget.

Pledges are below plan.

Unexpected repairs for two furnaces.

Insurance premium increased by 24% / ~52,000 per year.

Annual contracts due at the beginning of the year. This will balance out
by the end of the year.

Jan - July

2025

2025 Monthly Budget Difference

Total

$286,793.97

$315,000 | $(28,206.03)
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2023-2025 LOVE INSIDE AND OUT CAMPAIGN

5 Months Left in Campaign

Total Pledges $708,277.99
12/31/24 Received $465,675.64 64% goal
7/31/25 Received $597,934.97 84% goal

The mortgage loan is a 5-year Adjustable Rate Mortgage and
adjusted in April from 3.0000% to 7.1250%.

MORTGAGE LOAN

Date Monthly Payment Principal Balance
7/1/2025 $9,521 $1,040,861.44
CONSTRUCTION LOAN

Date Monthly Payment Principal Balance
7/1/2025 $2,654 $203,270.07

Blessings!
Julie Marie Haugen

Treasurer

Page 34



Page 35



September

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1
Church Office Closed

2

9am Quilting

10am Text Study
6pm Riverside Ringers
7pm AA Group

7

9:40am
Congregational Forum
1pm Mississippi Sound
Rehearsal

8

10:30am Hospitality
7:30pm Worship Band
Rehearsal

6:30pm Women'’s

9
9am Quilting
10am Text Study

4:30pm Generosity
Team

Book Club 6pm Riverside Ringers
7pm AA Group
14 15 16
Backpack Blessing. 6pm Worship Band 9am Quilting
and L.WR School Kit | Rehearsals 10am Text Study
Blessing ) . . .
6:30pm Women’s 6pm Riverside Ringers
Monthly Bible Study 6:30pm Council
7pm AA Group
21 22 23
Guest Speaker 7:30pm Worship Band | gam Quilting
Daniel Goldschmidt
10am Text Study
9:30am Workshop by B . .
Daniel Goldschmidt 6pm Riverside Ringers
1pm Mississippi Sound 7pm AA Group
Rehearsal
28 29 30
CYF Sunday 6:30pm Worship Band | gam Quilting
LIFE Groups Start

1pm Mississippi Sound
Rehearsal

10am Text Study
6pm Riverside Ringers

7pm AA Group

Sunday Schedule:
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2025

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
3 4 5 6
6pm Mississippi 10am 9am Men’s 8am Men’s
Sound Party Genealogy Breakfast Bible Study
Group (Coborns-ER) (Zoom)
6pm Choir /Women’s Coffee
Party (Panera)
10 11 12 13
5pm Congregational | 6pm Choir gamklfvle?’s 8am Men’s
reakfas :
Forum (Coborns-ER) ?lelen?)t udy
/Women’s Coffee
(Panera)
17 18 19 20
6pm Mississippi 10am 9am Men’s 8am Men’s
Sound Rehearsal Worship at Breakfast Bible Study
6:30pm GA Riverview | (Coborns-ER) (Zoom)
Confirmation 6-gth Landing /Women'’s Coffee
Grade Parent Night | 6pm Choir (Panera)
6:30pm DEI/SJ
Taskforce
24 25 26 27
10am Women’s 6pm Choir 9am Men’s 8am Men’s
Monthly Bible Study Breakfast Bible Study
(GA Riverview (Coborns-ER) (Zoom)
Landing) /Women’s Coffee
6:30pm (Panera)
Confirmation
6:30pm High
School Youth
7:30pm 9th Grade
After Hours

9:30 — Fellowship Hour

10:30 — Contemporary
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October

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

5
Music Sunday

11:45pm New Member
Luncheon and

6
10:30am Hospitality
6:30pm Women'’s

7
9am Quilting
10am Text Study

Orientation Book Club 6pm Riverside Ringers
7pm AA Group

12 13 14

New Member 6:30pm Worship Band | gam Quilting

Sunday

Y L 10am Text Study

1pm Mississippi Sound . . .

Rehearsal 6pm Riverside Ringers
7pm AA Group

19 20 21

1pm Mississippi Sound | 6:30pm Women'’s 9am Quilting

Rehearsal Monthly Bible Study

7:30pm Worship Band

10am Text Study
6pm Riverside Ringers
6:30pm Council

7pm AA Group
26 27 28
10:30am 6:30pm Worship Band | gam Quilting
Confirmation/

Affirmation of Baptism

10am Text Study
6pm Riverside Ringers
7pm AA Group

Sunday Schedule:
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2025

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
6:30pm Confirmation anml gamklf\/leil’s 8am Men’s
. . enealogy reakfas .
20:131?}? m High School Group (Coborns-ER) ](3Z121)en§)t udy
3pm Prayer /Women’s Coffee
7:30pm 9 Grade Shawl Ministry | (Panera)
After Hours 6pm Choir
8 9 10 11
6pm CYF Night 6pm Choir 9am Men’s 8am Men’s
Storytelling with Breakfast Bible Study
Andrea Roske Metcalf (Coborns-ER) (Zoom)
/Women’s Coffee
(Panera)
TBD Club 4-5
15 16 17 18
6:30pm DEI/SJ 10am 9am Men’s 8am Men’s
Taskforce Worship at GA | Breakfast Bible Study
NO Confirmation Riverview (Coborns-ER) (Zoom)
NO High School Youth | Landing /Women’s Coffee
6pm Choir (Panera)
22 23 24 25
10am Women’s 6pm Choir 9am Men’s 8am Men’s
Monthly Bible Study Breakfast Bible Study
(GA Riverview (Coborns-ER) (Zoom)
Landing) /Women’s Coffee
6pm Mississippi (Panera)
Sound 2-6pm ]
6:30pm Confirmation Downtown Trick
6:30pm High School or Treat
Youth 5pm Trunk or
7:30pm 9th Grade Treat
After Hours
29 30 31
11:am Estate Planning 9am Men’s
Event Breakfast
6:30pm Confirmation (Coborns-ER)
6:30pm High School /Women’s Coffee
Youth (Panera)

9:30 — Fellowship Hour

10:30 — Contemporary
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November

Sunday Monday Tuesday
2 3 4
All Saints Sunday 10:30am Hospitality 9am Quilting
Daylight Savings 6:30pm Women’s

Time Ends
9:40am Funeral &

Book Club
7:30pm Worship Band

10am Text Study
6pm Riverside Ringers

Memorial Planning 7pm AA Group
9 10 11
7:30pm Worship Band | gam Quilting
10am Text Study
6pm Riverside Ringers
7pm AA Group
16 17 18
Time & Talent 6:30pm Women’s 9am Quilting
Sunday Monthly Bible Study
. 10am Text Study
6:30pm Worship Band T )
6:30pm Choir 6pm Riverside Ringers
6:30pm Council
7pm AA Group
23 24 25
Commitment 7:30pm Worship Band | gam Quilting
Sunday
Pie Sunday 10am Tex.t Study
11am Christmas
s Decorating
\@ 6pm Riverside Ringers
= 7pm AA Group
30

1pm Mississippi Sound
Rehearsal

Sunday Schedule:
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2025

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
8am Men’s
Bible Study
(Zoom)
5 6 7 8
6:30pm 10am 9am Men’s 8am Men’s
Confirmation Genealogy Breakfast Bible Study
. . Group (Coborns-ER) (Zoom)
géﬁgg?olj;ﬁh 6pm Choir /Women’s Coffee
(Panera)
1z 13 14 15
6:30pm 6pm Choir 9am Men’s 8am Men’s
Confirmation Breakfast Bible Study
6:30pm High (Coborns-ER) (Zoom)
School Youth /Women’s Coffee 9am-4pm
(Panera) Women’s
Gathering
(Transfiguration
Lutheran)
19 20 21 22
6pm CYF Night: | 10am Worship | 9am Men’s 8am Men’s
Sandwich at GA Riverview | Breakfast Bible Study
Making Landing (Coborns-ER) (Zoom)
6:30pm DEI/SJ | 5Pm Tree /Women'’s Coffee
Taskforce Lighting (Panera)
Caroling
6pm Choir
26 27 28 29
10am Women’s | Church Office | gam Men’s 8am Men’s
Monthly Bible Closed Breakfast Bible Study
Study (GA WEGTY (Coborns-ER) (Zoom)
Riverview THARKTCIYINGBAY  /Women’s Coffee
Landing) = (Panera)
NO
Confirmation/
High School
Youth

9:30 — Fellowship Hour

10:30 — Contemporary
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STAFF
If you have specific questions or needs,
please feel free to contact any of the church staff

Pastor Nathan Mugaas Taylor Quinn

763-242-8347 Director of Music Ministry & Worship
763-595-1216 x1202
taylor@elkriverlutheran.org

Pastor Anne Schaefer
952-250-6974

. Tom Clements
pastoranne@elkriverlutheran.org

Online Broadcast Specialist

Linda Nielsen Lisa Griffin
Office Manager Staff Pianist
763-595-1216
linda@elkriverlutheran.org Nursery Attendants:

. Amy Brown, Katherine Horner and
Michelle Hagberg Adrienne Rotz
Custodian

. Worship Volunteer Coordinators:

Lori Sundman Chris Hansen, Jenny Pruchnik, Vicki
Bookkeeper Simpson, Babs Armagost, Kerry

Livingston, and Sue Sass
erlcvolunteers@gmail.com

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

President: Jeff Schrock Amy Anderson
Vice President: Kent Larson Zoey Day
Secretary: Kelli Horner Sue Hales
Treasurer: Julie Marie Haugen Justin Howland
Conni Natwick
Dan Nelson

CHURCH OFFICE
(763) 595-1216
729 Main Street, Elk River MN 55330
elkriverlutheran.info@gmail.com
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9 am — 4 pm; Fri Closed
www.elkriverlutheran.org
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Coming in December 2025

ELK RIVER LUTHERAN CHURCH
*  Joinusthis
+  Christmaa

Sunday, December 21

Wednesday, December 24

10:30AM Family Service

A SERVICE OF SOLACE & COMFOR1

Save the date for our Blue Christmas service on Sunday, December 21,
the winter solstice and the longest night of the year. This special
worship service offers a space to honor the loss and grief many of us
carry, to acknowledge the loneliness, sadness, and all the emotions that
can accompany the Christmas season.

While we hold onto the promise that “joy comes in the morning,” we
also take time to sit with the very real feelings that winter can bring,
offering comfort, community, and hope in the darkness.
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