
  
 

 

 

  

 

July 4, 2021 • 8:30am 

Episode 1:  

Life is Good, Life is Messy -- The Pentateuch 



WELCOME  
to Elk River Lutheran Church 

 

Welcome to Elk River Lutheran Church! Whether you are joining us in-person or online, we’re glad 
you’re here. Elk River Lutheran Church is a forward-thinking congregation made up of people of all 
ages. We are a pretty new church (formed in 2009), located in a remodeled bank building on the 
Mississippi River in downtown Elk River. Our mission is: Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting, joyful 
community, serving God and neighbor.   

Each Sunday, we have two vibrant Sunday morning worship services. The first, at 8:30 am, is a 
traditional Lutheran service that follows liturgical settings from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
(ELW) hymnal. Our 10:30 am contemporary service has music led by an acoustic worship band and 
maintains many key elements of Lutheran worship. 

We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and celebrate the work 
we’re able to do together as a denomination (to learn more about the ELCA visit www.elca.org).  We 
welcome all people and as a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) congregation that welcome extends to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

We hope and pray you have a wonderful worship experience here today and invite you to join us 
again.  There are many opportunities to participate and volunteer with the ministries of ERLC. Visit 
our website: https://www.elkriverlutheran.org. 

  

 

  

http://www.elca.org/
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org/


ORDER OF WORSHIP 
The Gathering of God’s People 

Welcome        

Gathering Hymn  (#526) “God is Here” v1, 2 & 4 

Confession and Forgiveness (p. 94)  

Song of Praise (p. 139) “Lord God, Heavenly King”  

 

The Word of God Proclaimed 

Biblical Preview 

Prayer of the Day 

Scripture Reading Genesis: 1-5, 1:26-2:4 

Sermon Pastor Nathan Mugaas 

Hymn of the Day   (#796) “How Firm a Foundation” 

 

Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God 

Apostles’ Creed  

Bidding Prayers  

Great Thanksgiving  

Holy, Holy, Holy (p. 144)  “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord”  

Words of Institution   

The Lord’s Prayer  

Communion Hymns  (p. 146)  “Lamb of God” 

  (#471) “Let Us Break Bread Together” 

Dispose of communion cups as you leave the sanctuary 

Communion Blessing & Prayer  

Offering  

Offertory Prayer  
  

The Sending of God’s People 

Community Announcements  

Blessing of Congregation  

Sending Hymn (#888)  “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” 

Sending Dialog  

 
Liturgy, songs and lyrics are reprinted with permission. Current copyright licenses held with CCLI, OneLicense, and Augsburg 

Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
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Episode 1: The Pentateuch 

Going Deeper 
The Pentateuch is the first five books of the Bible: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers, and Deuteronomy. As part of the Old Testament, they tell the story 

from the Genesis of Creation to the final days of Moses and the Israelites as they 

enter the land that God has promised. For the most part, both Jewish and 

Christians credit Moses as the primary author of these texts. These five books 

contain the “law” or “instruction” for God’s people. They lay the foundation for 

wrestling with and understanding God’s actions in the world, the power and 

brokenness of sin, and the never-ending challenge of living in relationship with 

God and with one another.  

 

Genesis:  
“In the beginning…” like any good story, one must set the stage for 

what will play out in the coming chapters. The world begins in 

darkness, and God creates order from chaos. With words, God gives 

boundaries to the sea and order to the disorder. Out of the dust 

(Adamah), God creates man (Adam), thus connecting humanity to 

creation and establishing our role as caretakers of creation (Gen 

1:15,1:19). Yet, God takes notice of man's loneliness and invites man 

into a relationship with creation, naming the animals and creating a 

helper as God uses words to create order and boundaries, stirring 

creation for a good purpose, so to do words become the catalyst for destruction, brokenness, and inbreaking of 

disorder. The words of the serpent and the words of ish (man) and isha (woman) turn to blame and deception. Thus, 

what was created for good, would be ruined by human sin, creation would be broken, and human to human, and human 

to divine relationships would be destroyed.   

 

The rest of Genesis plays out the brokenness of humanity and God’s covenant for 

creation.  

- Cain and Abel: The first recorded death was a homicide. 
- Noah and the flood. God’s anger with creation (Gen 6:5-6) comes to a head. Yet, 
God still cares for God’s creation. (Gen 6:18-21, 9:8-13) “Never again would a flood 
destroy the earth.” (Gen 9:11) 
- The Tower of Babel: The people, using their common language, turn their focus 
to making a name for themselves and elevating themselves to the heavens. God 

confuses their words.  
- Abram and Sarai- (Abraham and Sarah) The promise of God that Abram would become a great nation through 

his descendants, numbering as the stars in the sky.  
- Jacob and Esau: A feud between brothers that begins over stealing a blessing and a birthright. (Gen 27-36) 
- Joseph and His Brothers: A story of deception and redemption. (Gen 37-50) 

Along the way, each of these stories wrestles with our human condition, the brokenness of relationships, and points us 

to the faithfulness of God often despite those circumstances.  
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Exodus: 
The book of Exodus chronicles the journey of the people of Israel from slavery into 

the promised land.  

 

The Exodus narrative begins where Genesis left off. The sons of Jacob (Joseph and 

his brothers) head to Egypt and eventually die. The Israelite people, their 

descendants, grow in number and a new Egyptian king who doesn't care for the 

Israelites comes to power. Fearful the Israelites will join their enemies; the new king quickly works to make slaves of the 

Israelites.  

 

Here we encounter Moses' part in liberating God's people from the Pharaoh, changing a hardened heart with the 

plagues, culminating in the parting of the Red Sea and the dramatic beginnings of wandering in the desert. Yet, God's 

people, despite the miracles and freedom, imagine that slavery at times would be better than this desert wandering. It is 

here we catch the dramatic moments of Mount Sinai and God's desire to remind the Israelites of relationship (Exodus 

19:4-6). God remains faithful to God's promise, "I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land 

of slavery" (Exodus 20:2) and what follows is the 10 commandments, laws for living in right relationship with God and 

one another.  

 

Human nature quickly enters the story, and a golden calf is built because of their impatience 

with Moses taking too long on Mount Sinai. Despite these moments of irrational thinking, 

God still remains faithful and promises to lead the Israelites into the promised land. As a sign 

to the Israelites, Moses builds a Tabernacle.  

 

The tabernacle served to ensure people knew that God was not bound to a place, 

but to a people. When the presence of God moved, they moved to ensure that the 

Israelites knew that God journeyed with them. Thus moving the covenant of God 

to worship that traveled with them.  

 

Leviticus:  
The book of Leviticus contains 613 commandments for God's people concerning 

the nature of holiness and how one could remain in right relationship with God. Its central focus is shaped around the 

idea of sacrifice both for joys and atonement for wrongdoing. We can often think of sacrifices as a gift. Gifts today 

celebrate the goodness of relationship, and they also serve as a means for seeking forgiveness or reconciliation. 

Throughout Leviticus, we see how gifts take on the physical expression of relationship with one another.  

 

Numbers:  
Numbers outlines the two censuses taken of the people of Israel. The first as a means of knowing the strength and 

power of the Israelite army both for defense and conquest. The second census is a list of those people not born in Egypt 

but in the desert who would ultimately enter the promised land. Numbers takes us from birth to death of an entire 

generation.  

 

Somewhere along the way, the people of God begin to grumble. Having success in battle and knowing that God goes 

with them is not enough for the people of Israel. They grow tired of eating manna from heaven and dreaming of a past 

of their imaginations. Instead of moving forward with God, they keep their eyes focused on the past. (Numbers 11) Even 

after they get an eyewitness account of the promised land flowing with milk and honey, they still cannot move forward. 

(Numbers 13-14) Instead of moving forward, they turn back to Egypt. Their complaints get the better of God, and Moses 
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steps in to quell God's anger. (Numbers 14) God's people are rejecting the future that God has promised them. 

Eventually, with continued success in battle, the people of God begin to move forward until they decide to once again 

worship a false god as an act of rebellion.  

 

Here is where the second census is taken. (Numbers 26) The generation that wanted to die in the wilderness rather than 

enter the promised land is allowed to do so. In those final days, the book of numbers says the people of God moved 

forward into the promised future that God had planned for them.  

 

Deuteronomy:  

 

The book of Deuteronomy starts as the people of God are right on the edge of the promised 

land. While the book rings with hopefulness for God's people, it is also known as Moses' 

farewell address. Moses, like the others in his generation will not enter the promised land but 

will have a moment of being able to glimpse what is on the other side. Deuteronomy 

reiterates the promise of God to the people of Israel and gives direction and instruction for the 

people of God moving forward and emphasizing that the promise made in the past still moves 

God's people into the future.  

 

Moses charges all people to teach the “10 commandments, laws and decrees to your children, 

and children’s children, so we may enjoy a long life.” (Paraphrased Deut. 6:2-3) The emphasis of Deuteronomy connects 

us to the promise and faithfulness of God and unites us as people to the story of God moving forward. (Deut. 6:20-25) 

 

Deuteronomy does little to resolve the tensions of a nation called to conflict with other nations and yet still calls for 

devotion and love of outsiders. The complexities of human relationships, of national relationships, and living faithfully 

into God's promised future exist as a means of underlying both the humanity and the challenge of life in the community. 

Deuteronomy ends with Moses' final blessing and death, sitting in this tension of both promise and hopefulness for 

God's people.  
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Episode 1: The Pentateuch (Genesis/Exodus/Leviticus/Numbers/Deuteronomy) 
Weekly Reading 

 
Monday: Genesis 1- 3:  

Genesis opens with God creating order from chaos, relationships between man, woman, God, 
and creation.  The opening dialogue of Genesis sets the tone for all the stories that follow. 
What do these texts tell us about God’s connection to God’s creation? 

 
Tuesday: Genesis 12:1-8, Genesis 15. 

Genesis 12-25 narrates God’s promise to God’s people. Promise shapes expectations and 
actions. What word of promise do you hear in these texts? 

  
Wednesday: Exodus 1, 3, 5:22-6:8,  

Moses’ encounter with the pharaoh and the plagues that follow feel familiar. Yet, these texts 
are full of relationship dynamics between God and God’s people. These texts invite us to 
wonder about what freedom and liberation look like when we are forced to be in a relationship 
with one another. How do you see those relationships, 10 commandments, and God’s role 
carried out today? 

 

Thursday: Leviticus 6:1-7 

Leviticus, as a whole, deals with regulations, but the central focus is on what it takes for a 
person to live in holiness. The way we treat one another has a direct impact on a person’s 
relationship with God. These regulations set a standard for the way in which the Israelites 
should live. How do these differ from the laws and regulations we live by now? 

   
Friday: Numbers 1:1-4, 9, 11,  

Numbers is derived from the two censuses’ that Moses took for the people wandering in the 
desert. The first was the Israelites who would protect the people. The second census comes 
after the Israelites grumble and complain that God isn’t doing enough. The second census is 
the generation of God’s people who will enter the promised land. What has been your 
experience with the book of Numbers?  

 

Saturday: Deuteronomy 6 

Deuteronomy is set as God’s people are on the edge of the promised land. It is most often 
known as Moses’ farewell address to the people of Israel. It is a reminder that God has brought 
them to this point and a reiteration of God’s laws for living faithfully with one another and with 
God. What word of hope do you hear in these texts?  
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Prayer Requests 

Thanks for lifting these up in prayer! 
 

Praise the Lord (joys and answered prayers): 

• Andrew and Bailey (Lundquist) Zerban, married 
Saturday April 19 

 
In Sympathy 

• Friends and Family of John Wingard, father of 
Tom Wingard 

 

For Support: 

• Mary Culver (Friend of the Hallquist Family) 
• John Ernst and Carol Black 
• Linda and Mike Cheney 
• Jan Bucher 
• All military personnel and their families 

Health concerns: 

• David Boyer, uncle of Linda Nielsen 
• Steve Lindberg 
• Don Saterbak in hospice, father of Diane 

Harding 
• Elvi Peterson 
• Carol Sindelir 
• Margaret Blahosky, friend of Donn and Vicki 

Granros (cancer of the lung and liver) . 
• Diane McGrath, pancreatic cancer 
• Mike Cheney, continued healing from stroke 
• Ken Bucher 
• Kris West, daughter of Bob and Sue Hagen 
• Duane Jerde

 

 
Prayer Concerns: can be shared by emailing linda@elkriverlutheran.org or by contacting the church 

office at (763) 595-1216, or by visiting the church website at elkriverlutheran.org 
 

Generally, names will run for 3 weeks.  If more time is needed, please call the church office 
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                  THIS WEEK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 

SUNDAY July 4 
8:30am – Traditional Worship Service  

(Indoors in Sanctuary) 
9:30am – Fellowship Hour (Community 

Room) 
10:30am – Contemporary Worship 

Service 
(Outdoors and Online) 

 
MONDAY July 5 

11am – Choir Luncheon 
8665 Nashua Ave NE Otsego 

 
TUESDAY July 6 

9am – Quilting (ERLC Basement) 
6:30pm Internship Committee 

 
THURSDAY July 8 

10am – Genealogy Group  
(Community Room) 

11am – Binge the Bible Breakdown 
LIVE on Facebook & Youtube 

 
SATURDAY July 10 

8am - Men’s Bible Study  
(Zoom Bible Study) 

 
NEXT SUNDAY July 11 

8:30am – Traditional Worship Service  
(Indoors in Sanctuary) 

9:30am – Fellowship Hour (Community 
Room) 

10:30am – Contemporary Worship 
Service 

(Outdoors and Online) 
) 

 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
Saturday mornings at 8am 

Meeting on Zoom 
 

Find the link at elkriverlutheran.org/adult-
ministries.html 

 
Get more from the “Binge the Bible” series than 

cannot be covered on a Sunday morning. 

Art Camp 
July 27-29  10:00 – 11:30 am 

Grades 4-6     Cost $25 
 

Register at elkriverlutheran.org > Ministries > 
Children, Youth and Family 

Choir Luncheon 
July 5, 2021 – 11am – 1pm 

 
Carol & Mike Roden’s 

8665 Nashua Ave NE, Elk River, MN 55330 

Beer & Hymns 
 

July 12, 2021 – 6:30pm 
ERLC Lower Parking Lot 

 

Drink Slowly • Sing Loudly • Make Friends 
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Register your family to attend 

at elkriverlutheran.org 
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STAFF

If you have specific questions or needs, please feel free to contact any of the church staff: 

 
Pastor Nathan Mugaas 
763-242-8347 
pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org 

 
Intern Pastor Jeremy Hallquist 
612-201-6382   
jeremy@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Linda Nielsen 
Office Manager 
612-845-7335   
linda@elkriverlutheran.org  
 

Taylor Quinn  
Director of Music Ministry and Worship 
816-519-2719   
taylor@elkriverlutheran.org   
 
Lisa Sampson 
Director of Children, Youth and Family 
612-750-3959   
lisa@elkriverlutheran.org 
 
Brian Harding 
Custodian 
 
Lori Sundman  
Bookkeeper 
763-595-1216   
ERLCBookkeeper@gmail.com 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

President:  Sarah Chur  
Vice President:   Ron Stricker 
Secretary:  Sue Hales  
Treasurer:  John Auel

Kari Christianson 
Mark Johnson 
Dave Katzner 
Ruth Lemke 
Michele Smith 
Jennifer Stanley 

 

 

 

 
Elk River Lutheran Church 

729 Main Street – Elk River, MN 55330 
(763) 595-1216 

www.elkriverlutheran.org 
Church Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9 am – 4 pm; Fri Closed 
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