
 

Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting,  

joyful community, serving God and neighbor. 
Pastor’s Message 
This month we begin an official time of discernment at Elk River Lutheran Church, 
looking to answer the question, “Who is Elk River Lutheran Church and who is 
God calling us to be?”  For the past several months our church staff and council 
leadership have been working with Jim LaDoux from Vibrant Faith Ministries.  This 
work was mostly done in the background, but now we are ready to ask for your 
input in this visioning process (looking to the future). 
 
We have formed a Vision Team, who will work with Jim and I in this visioning 
process; listening to the congregation and community, compiling the information 
we collect, and through prayerful discernment, letting the knowledge collected 
shape a shared vision of our congregation’s future.  Vision Team members 
include: Sue Hales, John Auel, Cedric Olson, Cassidy Wolcenski, and Sarah Chur. 
 
In the coming months we will ask you to take part in a Congregational Vitality Audit 
(an online survey about ERLC) and we will host a Congregational Forum (May 6th 
between services).  Please take part in these opportunities, because we need your 
voice. 
 
Tied into this time of discernment is a sermon series that will start April 15th and 
will serve as the theme for our LIFE Groups (small groups), also starting that 
week.  Our theme is “What do we do as God’s Church?” and we will be invited to 
reflect on our life together as God’s Church: Gather, Go, Give, Grow. 
 
After this month’s long time of discernment, we plan to create an ERLC Roadmap 
for the Future; a document that identifies our shared core values and lays out a 
strategic plan for our future.  This is exciting and important work, so please pray 
for our congregation during this time and take advantage of times to make your 
voice heard. 
 
Peace,  
Pastor Nathan Mugaas 
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Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! These Easter words ring in our hearts. A huge thank you for Pastor 
Nathan, Taylor, Martha, Erin, Bea, all the choir members and musicians, worship participants, and, of course, 
Bitsy, for a joyful Easter worship celebration. 
 

Elk River Lutheran Church has a new Interim Visitation Minister starting this month. Jia Starr Brown will 
complete her senior year at Luther Seminary in May and will begin an internship at the end of the summer. But 
until that time, Jia will be with us as our visitation minister; additionally, she will preach and be a part of some 
Sunday worship services. We are very fortunate to have Jia with us, even briefly. She is a joy and a blessing! 
We introduced Jia to the congregation in March, but please join us in welcoming her at the installation service 
on April 15.  
 

Planning for the activities of the congregation occurs throughout the year, but Team leaders meet with the 
Council several times a year to look at the calendar together. Included in the calendar planning this year will be 
our participation in community events in downtown Elk River. The next Umbrella Meeting will take place on 
Sunday, April 29 at 1 pm in the church. 
 

At the 2018 Annual Meeting the Congregation Council was charged with deciding the term length for the five 
Council members elected in January. Council terms were to be one year for two members or three years for 
three members, to set up a balance of new members in the future. This task was completed at the March 
meeting with all members in attendance. Council members and their terms are as follows:  2019 - Cathryn 
Lessard, Erin Pelletier, Matt Rotz; 2020 - Kari Christianson, John Natwick, Mark Schwarze, Ron Westrum; 2021 
- Jodie Dahlheimer, Brian McFarlane, Jennifer Wornson.  
 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support of the ministry and mission of this congregation. 
 

Blessings, 
Kari Christianson 

ERLC Council President 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

Holy Humor Sunday is a tradition that goes way back. The early Greek Christians started this Easter custom as a way of 

celebrating Christ’s resurrection.  The Bible tells us “for every-thing there is a season… a time to weep and a time to 

laugh.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1, 4) Easter is a time of joy when we can even laugh in the face of death, because of Jesus’s 

victory over death. 
 

History tells us that churches in 15th century Bavaria celebrated the Sunday after Easter as Risus Paschalis (“God’s 

Joke” or “the Easter Laugh”). Priests would tell jokes and funny stories to highlight the joy of the resurrection. 

 Following worship churchgoers and priests would play practical jokes on each other, drench each other with water, tell 

more jokes, sing and dance.  The celebration of Risus Paschalis was officially outlawed by Pope Clement X (also known 

as Pope Party-pooper) in the 17th century.  There was not a theological problem with the tradition, it seems that revilers 

were just having a little too much fun. We hope today’s worship is a fun and reverent celebration of Easter. God raised 

Jesus from the dead, this is causing to celebrate and laugh.  
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Stock Sales are here!!!  
Beginning Sunday, April 
8th through Sunday, April 
29th, our congregation can 
buy "stock" in Elk River 
Lutheran’s youth group. 
Your investment will help 
us raise money to attend 
the ELCA National Youth 
Gathering in Houston this 
summer. As a stockholder, 
when we return, you will 
be invited to a 
shareholder’s dinner 
hosted by the youth where 
you will experience and 
see the return on your 
investment through stories 
and pictures. 
 
You can buy a stock in any 
amount you choose from 
our senior high students 
and any value you can 
share is appreciated. By 
buying stock in this 
ministry, you are helping 
our youth grow in their 
faith. 
 

*Confirmation class and 
Senior High Youth 

Fellowship resume on  
Wednesday, April 4th* 

 
* LiFT! Resumes on 
Sunday, April 8th* 

 

1st Communion 
Congratulations to our 1st 
Communion students for 
completing their instruction 
and participating in the 
Lord’s Supper during 
worship on Maundy 
Thursday.  Isabella 
Hegvik, Summer Hennig, 
Grace Livingston, Avery 
Lundquist, Delaney 
Lundquist. 
 

 

 
 
 
Pancake Breakfast 
Thank you to all who 
attended the Palm Sunday 
Pancake breakfast!  It was 
a great success due to the 
generosity of this 
wonderful congregation. 
 Special thanks to Ryan 
and Laura Wolcenski, 
John Pelletier, Hunter 
Wolcenski, Patty Herbert, 
Sondra Dickman, Nicole 
Gasswint and our amazing 
youth! 
 
Club 56 
5th & 6th graders, mark 
your calendars for Friday, 
April 27th when we will 
have our final CLUB 56 
event of the church school 
year.  Festivities start at 
7:00 and end at 11:00 PM.  
RSVP to Martha by April 
25th if you plan on 
attending.  Look for more 
details in the mail. 



ERLC is looking to name our Monthly 
Newsletter. We will do so by hosting a contest! 
Submit your suggestion for a name for our 
monthly newsletter to Erin at 
ElkRiverLutheran.Info@Gmail.com or calling the 
office at 763-595-1216 by Tuesday, April 30th.   
 
ERLC Staff will narrow the names down to the 
top three and we will have the congregation 
vote for a winner one Sunday in May.  
 
One winner will win a Gift Card to a local 
establishment. 
 
Good Luck!  

 

One by one, the snowbirds are returning and soon our Hospitality Committee will be 
back to a full count! A big “Thank You” to Toby Moe, Barb Burandt, Sandy Krumwiede, 
Karen Acers and Jennifer Tesdahl who have worked extra time to coordinate Sunday 
Coffee Fellowship. We are excited to have some new people sign up to help with 
Sunday Morning Fellowship. Thank you.  
 
Have you noticed a brighter Cafe? Thanks for the donation and installation of the 
canned lights over the counter. It is a nice addition.  
 
We are looking forward to some celebrations coming up this spring including celebrating 
with the graduates. Those of you who aid with Sunday Morning Coffee Hour, remember 
to check the list posted in the Cafe. You will also either receive an email or a schedule 
in the mail. If unable to serve that Sunday, please find a substitute. We know some 
people have agreed to bring treats and are not able to work which is just fine. We 
appreciate all. If this is something you would like to be involved in, please contact one of 
our committee members. Toby Moe, Barb Overbye, Sue Hecker, Karen Acers, Sandy 
Krumwiede, Barb Burandt, Peg Davies or Garnet Novotny. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know ERLC has an enclosed trailer for 

member usage? Contact the church office for more 

information on how to reserve it! 
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February Total Expenses:                         $31,660.47 
February Total Income:                            $45,931.04 

 
 

Building Fund Balance:    $101,641.07 
Dedicated Fund Balance $46,194.13 

 
Year to Date Expenses: $68,830.49 
Year to Date Income: $75,062.84 

 
Jennifer Wornson 

ERLC Council Treasurer 
Counciltreasurer.erlc@gmail.com 

Treasurer’s Report 

2nd Round of LIFE Groups 
 
In April we will kick off our second round 
of LIFE Groups (sermon-based small 
groups).  If you were in a group last time 
you may want to regather that group for 
this time, or you may want to join/form a 
new group and connect with different 
people.  Either choice is good.  There is 
an advantage in groups staying 
together, because you start with a level 
of personal comfort that allows you to go 
deep quicker but joining a new group 
and getting to know more people has its 
advantages too. 
 
If you were not in a LIFE Group last fall, 
we encourage you to consider starting 
or joining a group.  It usually works best 
to find or form a group with at least one 
or two people you know (even if you do 

not know them well), so you can feel a 
little more comfortable going into it. 
 
In this spring’s round of LIFE Groups, 
we will be asking the question, “What do 
we do as God’s Church?”  We begin by 
acknowledging that this is not my church 
or your church, but God’s Church.   
 
What do we do as God’s Church? 
4/15 God’s Church: 
4/22 Gather 
4/29 Go 
5/6 Give 
5/13 Grow 
 
LIFE Group Facilitator and Host training 
session will take place on Sunday, 
April 8th at 9:30am. For those returning 
as a facilitator or host, please bring your 
LIFE group manual with you. 

 
 

 



In case you missed it…From Elk River Star News 

CAER food drive nears the end 
Food shelf staff says its about 35,000 pounds/dollars shy of 
last year’s finish 

Mar 30, 2018 

Are you interested in stretching your donation to CAER Food Shelf? During Minnesota 

FoodShare March Campaign, CAER receives additional matching funds for food and 

funds raised. 

CAER is about 35,000 pounds/dollars behind giving last year pounds/dollars behind 

giving last year. However, there is still time to donate funds and food to help local 

individuals and families. The last day to donate for the 2018 Minnesota FoodShare 

Month is Friday, April 6. 

Monetary and food donations can be dropped off during the non-profit’s regular hours 

(10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, Friday and 6-8 p.m. Monday and Thursday). 

Monetary donations can also be mailed to CAER, 12621 Elk Lake Road NW, Elk River 

or made online at www.caerfoodshelf.org. 

Some of the most needed items include: juice, peanut butter, jelly, cereal, baking 

supplies, healthy snacks, coffee, diapers, infant formula and shampoo. 

Community Aid Elk River Food Shelf provides emergency food assistance to Elk River, 

Otsego, and Zimmerman 

families and individuals in 

need. For more info, 

visit www.caerfoodshelf.org or 

call 763-441-1020. 

 

http://www.caerfoodshelf.org/
http://www.caerfoodshelf.org/


 
 

 
 



April 2018 

Although we try to be as accurate as possible, all events are subject to change. For an updated and complete listing of all events 
and for more detailed information please visit www.elkriverlutheran.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Events 
Bible Study, Tuesdays at 
9:30am  
 
LIFE Group Training Hosts 
and Facilitator training 
Sunday, April 8th 9:30am 
 
Women’s Bible Study 
Tuesday, April 10th 7pm  
 
Christian Yoga Every Friday 
at 10am  
 
Men’s Bible Study Every 
Saturday at 8am  
 
ERLC Family Game Night 
Saturday April 21st at 5pm 
 
New Member Orientation, 
Sunday April 22nd and 29th at 
9:20am Contact Erin in the 

office to register 763-595-
1216 or 
ElkRiverLutheran.Info@gmail
.com  
 
Club 56 (5th and 6th Grade 
Event) at 7pm Friday, April 
27th  
 
Learn 
LiFT! (Family Sunday School) 
resumes Sunday, April 8th at 
9:15am in the sanctuary  
 
Confirmation and High 
School Youth Group resume, 
Wednesday, April 11th 
starting at 6:30pm for 
Confirmation, 7:30pm for 
High School.  
 
LiFT! Parent Time Sunday, 
April 15th at 11:30am  

ERLC Council Retreat, 
Sunday April 15th at 11:45am  
 
ERLC Umbrella Meeting, 
Sunday, April 29th at 1pm 
 
Worship 
Sunday, April 8th Holy Humor 
Sunday 
Traditional Service 8:15am 
Contemporary Service 
10:30am  
 
Sunday, April 15th “God’s 
Church” 
Traditional Service 8:15am 
Contemporary Service 
10:30am  
 
Sunday, April 22nd “Gather” 
Traditional Service 8:15am 
Contemporary Service 
10:30am
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