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A message from the
Pastor

Upcoming Dates
SEPTEMBER
Sunday September 9th
Rally Sunday
Tuesday Sept. 11th
6:30 pm Beer & Hymns
@ Pour Wine Bar & Bistro
Wednesday Sept 12th
6:30 Parent/Confirmation Student Meeting
Sunday Sept. 16th
12 Noon Paint with a Purpose
@ ERLC Front Parking
Wednesday Sept 19th
7:30 pm High School
Youth Group begins
Wednesday Sept. 26th
5:30 pm Feed My
Starving Children
Friday – Saturday Sept 28-29
9th Grade Confirmation Retreat

It’s an exciting time to be a part of Elk River
Lutheran Church! Along with our mission
statement -- Trusting in God’s grace, an
accepting, joyful community, serving God and
neighbor -- we’ve embraced this phrase -- Love
Downtown Elk River -- as a way of describing
ourselves as a church and how we strive to be a
loving presence in our downtown
neighborhood. I’m thrilled about all the new
ways our congregation has put love and faith
into action through programs within the church
and service out in the community.
Whether you have been at ERLC since it’s first
worship service in 2009 or you’re here for the
first time, there are a variety of ways for you to
experience and share the love and joy of this
church. This newsletter is designed to serve as
an introduction to Elk River Lutheran Church by
sharing our stories, ministries, and a wide
variety of ways for you to get involved.

OCTOBER
Tuesday Oct. 2nd
6:30 pm Beer & Hymns
@ TBD
Saturday Oct. 6th
11:00 am 3rd Grade Bible Class
Sunday Oct 7th
rd
3 Grade Bible Presentation
Friday Oct. 26th
6-8 pm ERLC Trunk or Treat
Sunday Oct. 28th
Confirmation Sunday

I’m grateful for your presence among us as
together we live into Elk River Lutheran
Church’s future, and I hope you are able to find
new ways to make
meaningful
connections here
this fall.

NOVEMBER
Sunday Nov. 4th
Pancake Breakfast (No LiFT!)
Sunday Nov 11th
9:30 am New Member Orientation Class
Tuesday Nov. 13th
6:30 pm Beer & Hymns
@ Pour Wine Bar & Bistro
Wednesday Nov 14th
Dinner Church Welcoming New Members
Sunday Nov. 18th
New Member Sunday
Pie Sunday

Pastor Nathan
Mugaas
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Sunday Worship Themes
September 9 Rally Day
Celebration of our Mission within worship and with a meal and carnival
atmosphere 9:00am-Noon.
September 16 Church Together
We explore how we are called to be Church Together.

Faith5
Everyday Practices For An Everyday Faith
Join us for a six week series that explores Faith5, a process developed by
Rev. Dr. Rich Melheim to help people share and grow in faith together.
September 23
Intro Faith5
September 30
Share- highs and lows
October 7 Read- a Bible verse or story
October 14 Talk- about how the Bible reading
might relate to your highs and lows
October 21 Pray- for one another’s highs
and lows
October 28 Bless- one another

Abundant Joy, Flowing Generosity
Stewardship Season 2018
November 4, 11, 18
Join us for three weeks of celebrating the
generosity of the people of ERLC and our life as
church together
Joy to the World
Advent 2018
December 2, 9, 16, 23 -- Join us as we celebrate
the joy of the Christmas season.
Christmas Eve Worship
Monday, December 24
Worship Services at 10:30 am, 3:30 pm, 10:00 pm

WORSHIP SERVICE NEEDS
Both worship services are in need of additional hands to assist with making the services run smoothly. Now that
the school year has begun, families are back from vacations, but youth sports will be starting up and our
‘Snowbirds’ will be heading south! We all have busy lives. Please consider sharing an hour of your week with
your church family by serving as a greeter, usher, communion server, communion steward or basket holder. No
preparation is needed. Family participation is welcome! Email Pam Black at pammiepuddin@yahoo.com or call
763-441-5355 if you are interested. I hope to hear from you!
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The music ministry of Elk River Lutheran church
provides a variety of opportunities for individuals who
love music and want to share it with God’s people and
their community. Whether it be as a solo or in a group,
you are welcome to share your gifts with us regardless of
your abilities and age. We welcome all, including our
LGBTQ+ family who are looking for a church home to
share their music.

Description of our weekly service music
Our traditional service (8:15am) is led by our pianist Bea
Bastyr and contains hymns from the Evangelical Lutheran
Worship hymnal (ELW). Our contemporary service
(10:30am), led by an acoustic band, follows the basic ELW
liturgy and contains contemporary arrangements of songs
and hymns. Regardless of style, our music reflects our ELCA
theology and our Reconciling in Christ status.

ERLC Choir Rehearsals, 6:30pm,
Wednesdays With a roster of 20-25 members,
the ERLC choir is a multi-generational ensemble of
fun-loving people who provide leadership in
congregational singing and special music. They also
share their abilities with the community by caroling at
the River’s Edge Commons during Christmas, and
participate in “choir-sharing” events with other church
choirs in the area.

Worship Band Rehearsals, 6:30pm,
Thursdays As the choir provides vocal leadership
for our traditional service, the worship band provides
leadership for the contemporary service. Every week
the band comes in various forms from two vocalists
and a piano to a full band with acoustic guitar, bass,
drums, and a keyboard. Musicians are not required
to lead every week but asked to serve as they can.

Children’s Music Children are especially
welcomed into the music ministry. During select
services throughout the year, they sing together
through our LiFT program. Young musicians who
study a particular instrument also participate during
special music times.

Soloists/Small Groups We welcome all
musicians of all ages and abilities to participate in
special music opportunities. Besides the large
groups, soloists and small groups are always invited
to share their gifts during services. Rehearsals are
dependent on the musician(s), and training is always
available.

ensemble is looking to purchase their own set and
start rehearsing for the Christmas season.

Instrumental Ensemble

Besides singers and
ringers, Elk River Lutheran also has several talented
and skilled instrumentalists. From flute to trombone
to autoharp, this ensemble gathers to rehearse for
special services as well. This year they’ll come
together again for Easter.

Outreach Opportunities Beer & Hymns:
Every month, on a Tuesday, we host a sing-along at
Pour Wine Bar and Bistro. The event begins at
6:30pm and everyone is invited. Songbooks are
provided, and we also take up offerings for a local
and global charities. Fall dates for Beer & Hymns are
Sept 11th, Oct 2nd, and Nov 13th. Sign up for
updates through Taylor.
Caroling: We LOVE to carol at Elk River’s downtown
events like the Tree Lighting and Santa in the Park.
We do it every year and invite everyone to
participate. This year’s caroling dates are Nov 24th
and Dec 8th.
Hymn-Sing: Starting this year, we’ll be providing a
sing-along for the residents of Guardian Angels. On
the 5th Sundays of September, December, and
March, everyone in the congregation and community
is invited to sing in this wonderful outreach.
Music brings people together. Music is a spiritual
practice. Music changes lives. We love music at Elk
River Lutheran
Church and love our
musicians. Come
visit us, say hi to
Taylor, or stay
connected with us
through our
newsletters, emails,
website, and
Facebook page.

Handbell Ensemble

This ensemble is newly
formed and still being developed. Ringers of all skills
come together to learn how to ring, read music, and
rehearse a song or two for special services. Having
borrowed bells and chimes from Union
Congregational and St. Andrew’s Catholic, this
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From the ERLC Council President
No matter how old I get, the start of a new school year makes me eager to welcome new beginnings and
opportunities. I have the same feeling for the “new year” of church activities. Excitement and the certainty of
growing our faith community together abounds at Elk River Lutheran Church!
We have a new staff member to welcome during this busy time. Linda Nielsen is our new Office Manager. With
her previous work history and her knowledge of the church, Linda is smoothly transitioning into this position. Linda
and her husband Pete are members of ERLC. Please stop by and welcome Linda!
In addition to welcoming Linda, I want to give a big thank you to Erin Pelletier for her work as the Office Manager
for the past 18 months. Of course, Erin continues to be a member of ERLC, so we’ll see her often. We wish her all
the best in her new job!
The Council has approved use of Tithe.ly for our congregation. Tithe.ly is a mobile way of financial giving to our
church that can be used in a variety of ways: through our website, by text or by downloading the app to a mobile
phone. This site is affiliated with the ELCA and comes highly recommended by congregations across the country.
You may have seen the screen slide during August worship services about giving to God’s Global Barnyard via
Tithe.ly. It’s a convenient way to give to a special program or for our regular Sunday offering. Tithe.ly can even be
set up for automatic giving. Many Council members have tried Tithe.ly, and we’re eager to share our enthusiasm
about this financial resource. Council members will be available between services on Sunday, September 16, to
offer help in set-up or to answer your questions.
Throughout this newsletter, there are programs for all of us to celebrate
and to consider. With thanksgiving and prayers, we welcome our new
year of doing God’s work together in our church and community.
Blessings,
Kari Christianson
Council President

From the Quilters Meet Tuesdays at 9:30 am
God continues to bless the work of the quilters. We sent our first
shipment of quilts in 2014. Since then we have sent 293 quilts to
Lutheran World Relief. We have been notified that these quilts were
sent to Syria, Ukraine and Mauritania (A small country in West Africa)
and this year 41 quilts to a new country Angola. During this time we
have also put together 120 School Kits that have been sent to
Nicaragua. Many THANKS to the team of fun loving quilters who
manufacture the quilts! We try to create quilts the best that we can out
of respect for the people receiving them. The items for the school kits
are donated and packed by the Evening Bible Study groups. Many
Thanks to everyone who donates fabric, school items and to those that
sew, tie and package school kits!
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“LiFT!”
Introducing a new beginning for Sunday School….
LiFT! Is our innovative replacement for traditional Sunday school held each Sunday between our 2 worship
services.
Following the FAITH5 model, we partner with parents, grandparents and children to teach God's love through
Bible stories, activities, worship and fellowship.
Parents are an integral part of LiFT! and attend every week with their children.
Time and Location: Families meet downstairs in the community room at 9:20 AM where we sing songs,
discover Bible stories through interactive pictures on a big screen, participate in skits and games and learn theme
Bible verses through American Sign Language. From there we gather around tables for intentional conversation,
deeper learning, snacks and crafts & activities. LiFT! is finished by 10:20 AM.
Bonus: In addition to gathering each week at church for LiFT!, LiFT! goes home each night with FAITH5 Home
Huddles.
We hope you try out LiFT! - where families make friends in faith, older children serve as role models and helpers
for the little ones, and children grow up with multiple adult faith mentors.
Plus we have a ton of fun!
Registration: Go to the ERLC Website (elkriverlutheran.org), under Ministries > CYF and click the link to find
the LiFT! registration form.
I don’t have children...can I join? Absolutely! LIFT! is for everyone who wants to experience God’s love and
grace. It is for those who want to be connected to our entire church family by developing deeper and longer
lasting relationships. And LIFT! is for those who want to have fun!
What if I have more questions? At any time, you are welcome to contact
Pastor Nathan or Martha Herbert, our Director of Children, Youth & Family
Ministry. We invite you to attend the first LIFT! session on September 16th just
to see what it’s all about.

Club 56: Designed for 5th & 6th graders, this is a chance for the older kids at
LiFT! to get to know each other better and deepen their relationship with God.
Our kids meet several times each year on a Friday evening to enjoy wacky
games, fabulous food, outlandish activities, deep conversation, faithful prayer
and a service project.

Milestone Ministries:
•
•

3 Grade Bibles – October 6 & 7
1st Communion (designed for Grade 5) – Spring 2019
rd
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Martha Herbert
Director of Children, Youth
& Family

Children Youth & Family Ministry
SEPTEMBER:

OCTOBER:

9 – Rally Day & Blessing of the Backpacks
12 – Confirmation parent/student meeting. 6:30
16 – LiFT! 9:20 AM
19 – Confirmation, 6:30 PM
Senior High Youth Bonfire, 7:30
23 – LiFT!
26 – Feed My Starving Children, 6:00-7:30PM
Confirmation/Youth & congregation
28 & 29 – 9th grade confirmation retreat
30 – LiFT!

3 – Confirmation, 6:30/Senior High Youth, 7:30
6 – 3rd grade Bible class, 11:00 AM-noon
7 – LiFT! & 3rd gr. Bible presentation in worship

Feed My Starving Children

Wed. Sept. 26th

Join the Confirmation class and the Sr. High Youth as we head down to
Coon Rapids to Feed My Starving Children. Those wishing to caravan can
meet at the church no later than 5:20 PM, or you can meet us there at 401
93rd Ave NW, Coon Rapids, MN 55433. From 6:00 – 8:00PM ERLC kids
and adults of all ages will hand pack meals specifically designed to fight
hunger and malnutrition in children. Whether this is your 1st or 10th time
participating, it is always fun and rewarding. Sign-up in advance in the
Fellowship Hall or contact Martha at martha@elkriverlutheran.org .

Confirmation Parent/Student Meeting
On Wed., Sept 12 from 6:30-7:30 PM there will be a meeting for all 1st
& 2nd year confirmation students and their parents (this does not
include 9th grade students). We will be discussing the upcoming
program year, expectations and filling out paperwork. If your child is
in 7th or 8th grade and has not registered for confirmation, please
contact Martha Herbert.

LiFT! Begins!!!
Mark your calendar and get ready for another year of LiFT! (Living in
Faith Together) our family style Sunday school. Beginning on Sept
16th, families with children through 6th grade will meet downstairs in
the Community Room following the 1st worship service at 9:20
AM. Once there we will sing songs, play games, do crafts, learn Bible
stories, eat and enjoy fellowship with each other. All are welcome to
come experience LiFT! where families share and grow in Christ’s love
together.

Senior High Campfire Kick-off
Grades 9-12

Wed, Sept 19th, 7:30-8:30 PM
Rally Day & Blessing of the Backpacks
Don’t miss Rally Day on Sept. 9th when we kick off a new program
year for the church with games, food, music and celebration! Pastor
Nathan will also be doing a Blessing of the Backpacks during both
worship services, so be sure and bring your backpack!
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2018 Block Party
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Vacation Bible School

Elk River Fest – Kid Zone
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Adult Faith Formation
This is an exciting year for the Adult Faith Formation
(AFF) Team!
We are responsible for providing learning
opportunities for the adults in the congregation.
Everyone is encouraged to participate.

stay in touch with us
but for now we said
“good-bye” & we
wished Jia the best in
her new church!

FOLLOW-UP To
questions about
Sherburne County
Jail

There are many opportunities available for Bible
Study and /or adult education at ERLC as noted
below:
Men’s Group Saturdays from 8:00 am- 10:00 am
Looks at the biblical texts for the upcoming Sunday.
Tuesday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM in Conference Room
This group, led by the pastor, looks at the Biblical
texts for the upcoming Sunday.
Women’s Monthly Bible Study
2nd Tuesday of Month at 7:00 pm in Lower Level
This group follows the Bible Studies in the Women’s
ELCA magazine, Gather. All women are invited to
join. For more information contact Barb Overbye or
Karen Maher.
Journey To Freedom:
an initiative developed by Jia Starr
Brown has ended in terms of face
to face meetings. Our last meeting
with Jia was held on Saturday,
August 4th to discuss what ERLC’s
next steps might be to continue our
growth about the topic of racism.
The idea of having an exchange
with Jia’s new church, Park
Methodist Church in Minneapolis,
was discussed. Jia reminded us
there are several resources listed in the ”Waking up
White” book which we studied. The book helped us to
examine our own biases & to see how it is that our culture
& upbringing influences our beliefs so we may not always
recognizing our own “white privilege.” Participants
indicated this was a valuable experience. Another
highlight of this Journey, in addition to our guest pastors,
was the panel of six people who shared with us ideas of
how to better deal with and talk about the issues of
racism, white privilege and justice. Jia indicated she will

Sherburne County has
a history of contracting
with the federal
government. In 2017,
the Sherburne County
Jail contracted with
ICE for 300 current
beds. Currently, 20%
of the prisoners are
”detainees only” (no charges being filed against them) with
290 prisoners convicted of felonies that were not citizens.
Discussion was held regarding whether or not it is a moral
issue to have a “for profit” prison system. Sherburne
County earns approximately three million dollars with this
arrangement. The county can use the money as they see
fit. Dan Romero, who works for the MN Immigrant Rights
Action Committee (MIRAC) has been contacted to see if
he would come to ERLC to speak with us more about the
issues immigrants are currently facing in our country.
When a date is set, it will be published in the weekly
announcements.

INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT, EARTH, &
CLIMATE
Devon and Erin Pratt, Program Director, of the above
program spoke to those who were interested in this topic
on Sunday, August 19th. We learned the MN Interfaith
Power & Light (MNIPL) was founded in 2004 and currently
has 3,000 individual members and more than 300 faith
communities. Their belief is that active care of creation is
integral to spiritual life and social connections. God gave
us the command to care for this planet with which we have
been entrusted. We discussed some ideas we had for
connections in our lives and the feelings that these
connections generate & discussed the need to talk with
others about these topics. MNIPL helps faith communities
move forward powerfully in their work on climate change
in a way that nourishes the community itself as well as
growing the interfaith climate movement as a whole.

Please watch for the postings and sign-up beginning September 9th!
We look forward to getting these groups up and running again this Fall!!
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ADULT ACTIVITIES
During FARMERS MARKET
Car Show
The first car show sponsored by ERLC was held on Thursday, August 4th.
The weather was just perfect and we were so fortunate to have 12 different
vehicles on display in addition to a couple of old snowmobiles and a colorful
Spider 3-wheeler. When some people drove by the exhibit and realized we
were showing older cars, they went home and got their vehicle and brought
their vehicle to be displayed.
We had a good variety with cars from 1924, 1932 and a 1964 Chevrolet Impala
on up to a mustang that is more current. There was a lot of interest and many
positive comments from those who stopped by.
We are so thankful to all of the following people who brought a vehicle for
display: Michelle & Vaughn Smith, Lee & Peg Davies, Steve Bucholz & Diana
Schansberg, Kathy & Bruce Bourdeaux (who had 3 different friends bring cars),
Jermy Hallquist, Rick Kurth who brought 2 vehicles (neighbor of Lorie & Tom
Werk) and additionally 2 or 3 passersby who just dropped in with their old truck
& a roadster.
It was a big enough success that we hope to grow this into a bigger show next
year. So, for those of you whose vehicle was not quite ready to be exhibited
this year we hope by next year, you will be able to share it with us!
.

Art Exhibit September 6 -3:00 pm – 7:00 pm
An Art Exhibit is planned for September 6th during the Farmers Market from
3:00 PM-7:00 PM. It is our hope that you can join us there. We have several
members who will be displaying their art, sculptures, wood carving…etc. Hope
to see you there!
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Beer & Hymns
@
Pour Wine Bar & Bistro
Hosted by Elk River Lutheran Church
Tuesdays, Sept 11, Oct 2 and Nov 13
6:30pm-8:30pm
Drink Slowly • Sing Joyfully • Make Friends
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Beer & Hymns FAQs
What is Beer & Hymns?
Churches all over the country are organizing Beer & Hymns
events. The idea is simple and as old as time: gather people
together around music and drinks.

Where is this event held?
We’ll be in the Lounge at Pour Wine Bar and Bistro in Otsego
(actual address is: 15704 90th St NE, Elk River, MN 55330).

What will the music be like?
Taylor Quinn, Elk River Lutheran’s Director of Music Ministry,
along with a few other musicians, will lead us in a good old
sacred sing-along with hymns, spirituals, and folk songs.

Do I have to drink alcohol to attend this event?
Of course not! You can order a Coke or a water or nothing at all.

Will there be food?
Yes! Pour has a full menu of delicious food to order.

How much does this cost?
You pay for whatever food and/or drinks you order, but
otherwise it is free. At each gathering there will be a basket
out to collect money for a different nonprofit social service
organization.
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LIFE (Living In Faith Everyday) Groups
The purpose of LIFE Groups is to foster
meaningful relationships between people on the
journey of faith.
Starting September 30th and Meeting Weekly for Five Weeks
LIFE (Living in Faith Everyday) Groups are:
•
•
•
•

Groups of 8-12 people
People who meet in homes with a designated LIFE Group Host
“Sermon Chats,” which are guided conversations based around the
previous week’s sermon and scripture readings led by a designated LIFE Group Facilitator.
Weekly gatherings for five weeks following each Sunday starting September 30.

Here are our most frequently asked questions:
How Important Are LIFE Groups?
Very Important! They are the place where the real ministry of the church takes place as we encourage, support, and
challenge one another. God doesn’t want any of us to be left to walk alone – we need each other. We want to be a
church, not a crowd!

What Is a LIFE Group?
A LIFE Group is made up of 8-12 people who meet weekly to study, to share, and to support one another in their
Christian lives. Each group is led by a trained facilitator and host. A typical meeting lasts for an hour and a half, with
light refreshments.

Are LIFE Groups relational or educational?
They are both! We want people to form significant relationships with other Christians while learning and growing in
faith together. Small group conversations take place around topic of that week’s sermon and each group will decide
how in-depth the study goes. You do not have to be an expert to study the Bible and explore faith in this way.

What Will We Study?
The studies are based on the previous Sunday’s sermon. Our LIFE Groups are built upon what we call a
“Lecture-Lab” model. If you imagine the weekend sermon as a lecture on Christian living, then the group meeting is
a lab where you get to roll up your sleeves and discuss how the sermon works out in real life. This fall’s theme is
Faith5, Everyday Practices For An Everyday Faith. We’ll explore Faith5, a process developed by Rev. Dr. Rich
Melheim to help people share and grow in faith together..

Which Group Should I Join?
It’s really up to you! Groups may work best when you share common interests, backgrounds, marital status or similar
aged children. Don’t feel bad about joining a group where you already know some people, because growing deeper
with people is as important as meeting new people.

How Long Does A Group Last?
By joining a group now you are committing to be a part of that group for five weeks (including doing the “homework”)
starting the weekend of September 30th.

What About Childcare?
We leave it up to each family to work out their own childcare, but some groups will work together to have childcare
available. Sometimes it works best for families to share a sitter or to swap childcare with another family whose group
meets on a different evening or time. Many groups meet in a home that allows the kids to play in one part of the
house, while the adults meet in a separate part of the house.

How Do I Sign Up?
There will be group sign-up sheets in the fellowship hall. Also, if you have a group of friends who would like to start a
new group, that’s great! Talk to Pastor Nathan with any questions.

When and Where Do These Groups Meet?
Our LIFE Groups will meet on various days and nights of the week in homes throughout the community. And a few
of them may actually meet at the church or other locations.
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Caring Faith Ministries
Prayer Shawl Ministry (Bev Weidner) Yarn is available for
volunteers to knit or crochet a prayer shawl to give to someone as a
gift of warmth and love as they face surgery, grief, hardship,
etc. They are distributed through the pastor.
Prayer Requests: Prayer requests may be called in to the church
office (763) 595-1216 or submitted via the website. Prayers may
also be requested through the Registration form included in the
bulletin each Sunday. (Fill out and place in the offering plate.)
CAER—ERLC supports and promotes CAER which provides food
and referrals or limited financial support for basic necessities to
people in our community. CAER has its foundation in Christian
outreach and maintains a strong partnership with faith based
organizations. ERLC provides volunteers to help with distribution on
a scheduled basis, collects donations designated for CAER, and
provides support in fundraising. If you would be interested in being
part of ERLC volunteering at CAER, simply contact the church office
or make note of it on your Registration form included in the bulletin.
Dares Funeral Home Luncheon Ministry (Garnett Novotny) The
congregation provides a luncheon space for grieving families who
have no church home. If you would be interested in being part of the
group volunteering for this service, simply let Garnett Novotny know
or make note of it on your Registration form included in the bulletin.
Guardian Angel Event—(Arlene Wells) Joining other local
organizations, ERLC provides one birthday party a year at Guardian
Angels where some members of our congregation reside. We
provide and work at the Holiday Craft Sale with the Silver Tea and
help with the Root Beer Floats Summer Festival in August.
LWR Quilts (Sue Hecker) Meet Tuesdays at 9:30 am Quilters meet to
tie and make Mission Quilts. The goal is to make two quilts each
week.
Meals on Wheels (Garnet Novotny) Meals on Wheels are
programs that deliver meals to individuals at home who are unable to
purchase or prepare their own meals. ERLC provides volunteer
drivers during September and February.
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Elk River Lutheran Affirmation Statement
Here at Elk River Lutheran Church – ELCA – we are committed to being a loving and welcoming
community of faith, centered in the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, in faithfulness to the Gospel and consistent with our Mission Statement, to the best of our
ability, we promise to provide worship opportunities, programs, ministries, leadership opportunities and
pastoral c are to all who seek God in this place. We all belong to the Priesthood of All Believers.
As a community striving to serve God and neighbor and to be open to all people, we at Elk River
Lutheran Church welcome all to join us as we struggle to better understand the mysteries of God’s
teachings. We are challenged by Christ to care for, to love, to understand and to listen to each other,
regardless of race, ethnicity, age, gender, marital status, physical and mental abilities, sexual
orientation, gender identity, national origin or economic status. We celebrate together our unity as
God’s people. ERLC is a place where all are welcomed to participate fully in the life of this congregation
and each person is invited to share his or her own unique gifts.
To this end Elk River Lutheran Church is officially a Reconciling in Christ congregation and affirms our
position of Welcome and Ministry with the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community.
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Welcoming New Members
Those interested in becoming official members of Elk River Lutheran Church are invited to join us
for New Member Orientation, which takes place in three parts:
Sunday, November 11 9:15am-10:20am -- New Member Orientation SessionWe’ll gather between services to learn about ERLC and meet other new and current ERLC
members.
Wednesday, November 14 6:00pm-7:30pm -- New Member Dinner ChurchA meal with time for conversation and worship.
Sunday, November 18 – New Member Sunday
There will be a pie reception to welcome new members during the regular fellowship time
(9:15am-10:30am) and new members will be officially received at each worship service- 8:15am &
10:30am.
With all that said... “What does it mean to be a member of the church?” Our church
constitution (our congregation's governing document) does define what it means to be a member:
C8.05. It shall be the privilege and duty of members of this congregation to:
a. Make regular use of the means of grace, both Word and sacraments;
b. Live a Christian life in accordance with the Word of God and teachings of the Lutheran church;
and
c. Support the work of this congregation, thy synod, and the churchwide organization of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America through contributions of their time, abilities, and financial
support as biblical stewards.

By becoming a member of this congregation you commit to being a part of our shared life
together. When point “a” states that we “make regular use of the means of grace, both Word and
sacraments,” it is just a fancy way of saying participate in worship regularly. I would argue this could
also extent to participating in other programming here at the church as well. Point “b” then lifts up the
importance of how you live your life when you’re away from the church, making the point that being a
church member is just as much about who you are away from this place, as it is about who you are at
this place. And finally, point “c” acknowledges that you have something to offer that the church needs,
and as a member you’re agreeing to share your time, abilities, and financial support
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Resources
Worship
Did you miss Sunday Worship? See these resources
updated each week
Sermon Audio File
www.elkriverlutheran.org/sermons.html
Bulletin and Service Slides
New files uploaded each week
www.elkriverlutheran.org/worship-materials.html

Christ in Our Home
Quarterly devotional resource that
encourages readers to live out their faith daily. Each reflective reading is accompanied by a
daily scripture reference and prayer for the day that follows the Revised Common Lectionary.
$7.50/year subscription
Visit www.augsburgfortress.org or call 800-328-4648

Gather, the magazine of Women of the ELCA
Offers a mix of articles, theological reflections, devotions and stories of
comfort and challenge that help readers grow in faith and engage in ministry
and action.
$19.95/year subscription (Online/App subscription free with paid print
subscription)
www.gathermagazine.org or 844-409-0576

Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
www.elca.org/Resources
The ELCA provides a number of downloadable resources including bible
studies, prayer ventures, stories of faith in action etc.
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Stewardship Committee
Trusting in God's grace, an accepting joyful community, serving God and neighbor.
These words, our mission statement, were written to guide our work as a community of faith. Each word says
something about us, how we are connected to each other and the world through our trust in God's grace and our
mission of acceptance and service. Trusting, accepting, serving -- these words describe Elk River Lutheran
Church.
There is one other word in our mission statement that may, at times, get a bit lost, but is just as important. The
word is "joyful." This word was selected because the writers believed that it also said something about us -- said
that we were a community where joy was present in our relationships with each other and with the greater
community of which we are a part.
In a few weeks, we will begin our 2019 Stewardship Program. Our theme this year will be ABUNDANT
JOY/FLOWING GENEROSITY. As was the case last year, this year's program will be spread over three weeks,
beginning on Sunday, November 4. In the next few weeks, we will provide additional information regarding the
2019 program, and will consider what the words "joy" and "generosity" say about stewardship in our church.

"... the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control." (Gal. 5:22)
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President: Kari Christianson
Vice President: John Natwick
Secretary: Matt Rotz
Treasurer: Jennifer Wornson
Jodie Dahlheimer, Cathryn Lessard,
Brian McFarlane, Erin Pelletier,
Mark Schwarze, and Ron Westrum
General Information:
ElkRiverLutheran.Info@gmail.com

Staff
Pastor: Nathan Mugaas*
763-242-8347 pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org
Director of Music Ministry:
Taylor Quinn* 816-519-2719
tyaylor@elkriverlutheran.org
Music Leader: Bea Bastyr BeaBastyr@gmail.com
Director of Children, Youth & Family:
Martha Herbert*
763-595-1216 martha@elkriverlutheran.org
Office Manager: Linda Nielsen*
763-595-1216 linda@elkriverlutheran.org
Bookkeeper: Lori Sundman 763-595-1216
ERLCBookkeeper@gmail.com
Custodian: Brian Harding
Nursery Attendant: Sonja Tesdahl

July 2018 Financials
July Expenses: $33,800
July Income: $34,705
YTD Expenses: $268,292
YTD Income: $248,054
Building Fund Balance: $103,185
Dedicated Fund Balance: $56,547
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Congregational
Council

Sunday Worship
8:15am
Traditional Service
10:30am
Contemporary Service

Elk River Lutheran Church, ELCA
729 Main St
Elk River, MN 55330
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