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Pastor’s Message
I hope you join us for worship all through the
season of Lent as we explore our theme:
#selfie How We Ourselves Can Be Barriers to
Faith. We’ll gather for Sunday worship at our
regular times 8:15 and 10:30am to explore this
theme:

Mark Your Calendars
2.14
Ash Wednesday
2.16

#selfie

Parent Night Out

How We Ourselves Can Be Barriers to Faith

2.18

2/18- Self-Righteousness -- Matthew 6:1-6, 1621
2/25- Self-Preservation -- Mark 8:31-38
3/4- Self-Importance -- John 2:13-22
3/11- Self-Sufficiency -- John 3:1-21
3/18- Self-Promotion -- John 12:20-33
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Blessing of the Quilts
2.20
Council Meeting
2.263
Club 56 Event (5th & 6th
Graders only)
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3/25- Seeing the Way of Jesus (Palm/Passion Sunday)
4/1- Seeing the Empty Tomb (Easter)
Wednesdays During Lent
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 14th (Valentine’s Day). We’ve
chosen to lean into this rare pairing of Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s Day
with the theme “What’s Love Got to Do with It?” Scripture readings, music, and
the message will explore God’s love for us and how that shapes our mortal and
eternal lives. Logistically Ash Wednesday will begin with a soup supper in the
community room at 5:30pm, followed by worship in the sanctuary at 6:30pm.
The subsequent Wednesdays will have a different schedule and flow. We’ll be
embracing a new “Dinner Church” model for Wednesday night worship in
Lent (2/21, 2/28, 3/7, 3/14, 3/21). We will gather in the community room at
5:30pm and the next hour will be filled with a meal, music, scripture, and
conversation. Since this is a new program for us we’ll be learning as we go, so
please come and share your thoughts as we embrace this way of experiencing
life and faith together.
ERLC has partnered with Vibrant Faith Ministries in a year-long visioning
process designed to 1) discover who we are as a congregation, 2) discern
where we’re going, 3) design a road map that will guide our efforts for the next
3 years, and 4) do what matters every day to life into our mission.
To date, our coach, Jim LaDoux, has spent time with our staff, has surveyed
our elected leaders and recently met with our council. In the coming month, he
will assist us in completing the following initiatives:
FEBRUARY
•
Assemble and orient the Vision Team.
•
Complete a communication audit related to our e-newsletter.
•
Develop tools and a process for listening to members of our local
community.
•
Explore staffing model related to ERLC current and future ministry needs.
MARCH
•
Develop an online Congregational Vitality Assessment that will be shared
with the congregation after Easter.
•
Complete a communication audit related to our website, signage, and
curbside presence.
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•
Review database procedures and possible platforms used to enhance
ministry engagement.
•
Assess best practices for communicating with and among staff, Council and
ministry teams.
APRIL
• Launch the online Congregational Vitality Audit.
• Train focus group moderators and recorders.
• Complete communication audits related to social media platforms
and Sunday worship experiences.
MAY
• Conduct focus group and forum presentations based on findings from the
online survey.
• Develop a first draft of a strategic vision in partnership with the Vision Team.
• Meet with all ministry teams to explore next steps for beginning to live into
ERLC’s vision
Look for more updates about the visioning process will be shared periodically
during worship and through the weekly e-newsletter.
Peace, Pastor Nathan Mugaas

President’s Message
The Annual Meeting always feels to
me like an end of the school year
celebration – but with the focus on
the future and how much fun our
new classes will be. And fun it will
be! We have a new “class” of
Congregation Council members to
get to know and a new committee
to get started.
The passing of new bylaws formed
the Mission Endowment Fund
Committee. This committee is a
wonderful opportunity for our
congregation to do in-reach and
outreach to causes or
organizations in the Church and in
the community that are not
included in our congregation’s
budget. Additionally, we all have
the opportunity to contribute to the
growth of the endowment, which
will ensure this kind of giving stays
part of our public witness.
Thank you to our outgoing Council
members Greg Pouliot, Adam
Horner and Brad Tesdahl. It has
been a privilege and joy to serve on
the Council with these
extraordinary leaders in our
congregation. But the best part,
they’re still around for advice,
counsel and institutional memory!
A big thank you to everyone who
attended the annual meeting to
hear about the past year and take
part in voting for the future of
ERLC. Your interest and prayers
are welcomed throughout the
coming year, too.
Blessings,
Kari Christianson
Council President

Newly Elected to Congregation Council:
Jennifer Wornson
Jodie Dahlheimer
Cathryn Lessard
Brian McFarlane
Matt Rotz
Continuing Council Members:
Erin Pelletier
Kari Christianson
John Natwick
Mark Schwarze
Ron Westrum
Council Officers Elected (1 yr Term):
Kari Christianson, President
John Natwick, Vice President
Matt Rotz, Secretary
Jennifer Wornson, Treasurer
Mission Endowment Fund Committee
Elected:
Steve Boese
Adam Horner
Kerry Livingston
Debby Pouliot
Brad Tesdahl
Elected to Nominating Committee (2 yr
term):
Greg Pouliot
Christy Boese
LuAnn Wingard
Continuing Nominating Committee
members:
Nettie DuBois
Mary Wells
Milo Christianson

CHILDREN, YOUTH, FAMILY…
Children, Youth and Family has had an exciting year so far and we are
getting close to the end of the program year! Can you believe that time is
going so fast? But, we aren’t slowing down yet! Look at what we have
coming up…
5th & 6th grade youth, mark your calendars for another Club 56 Night Out/In.
On Friday, Feb. 23 from 6:30-11:00 PM we will get together for a fun night of
food, games and fellowship. Feel free to invite a friend, or just come as you
are, but plan on having a great evening! RSVP to Martha by Feb. 21st to
ensure we have enough supplies and food.
Parents...Need a break? Looking for some time to reconnect with each other
or just enjoy some quiet, kid less time? Then bring your children to Elk River
Lutheran on Friday, Feb. 16 where your children will be safely and lovingly
taken care of by our fabulous Sr. High youth. From 5:00-8:00 PM we will
have crafts, games, movies, pizza and a bounce house to entertain your
children while you take some time for you! Free will offering goes to fund for
National Youth Gathering.
Beginning on Ash Wednesday (Feb. 14) and all Wednesdays through Lent
Confirmation students and youth are invited to attend Dinner Church
beginning at 5:30 PM.
1st grade Communion students will meet downstairs on Feb. 25 from 11:30noon to paint their communion cups.
See you Sunday!
Martha Herbert
Director of Children, Youth and Family
763-595-1216
ChildrenYouthFamily.ERLC@gmail.com

ELK RIVER LUTHERAN CHURCH
CHILDREN YOUTH & FAMILY
KEY DATES – WINTER/SPRING 2018
February:
4 – LIFT! “The Heavenly Ladder”
6 – Beer & Hymns* – Youth edition. Pour Wine & Bistro, 6:30 – 8:30 PM
7 – Confirmation (6:30) & NYG (Nat'l Youth Gathering) parent/student meeting (7:30-8:30
PM)
11 – LIFT! - “Joseph's Coat”
14 – Ash Wednesday (5:30 supper/6:30 worship). Luther Crest early registration deadline
16 – Parent's Night Out* (5:00-8:00 PM)
18 – LIFT! “Joseph's Coat”. LIFT! Kids sing at 10:30 AM worship
21 – Lenten Dinner Church (5:30 PM)
23 – Club 56 (5th & 6th grade youth ministry) Night Out/In (6:30-11:00 PM)
25 – LIFT! “Call of Moses”. 1st Communion cup painting class for 5th grade (11:30-12:00)
28 – Lenten Dinner Church (5:30 PM)
March:
4 – LIFT! “Call of Moses”
7 – Lenten Dinner Church (5:30 PM)
11 – LIFT! “The Passover”
14 – Lenten Dinner Church (5:30 PM)
16 – Sr. High Lock-In and FMSC (5:30 PM – 8:00 AM 3/17)
18 – LIFT! “Into the Sea”
21 – Lenten Dinner Church (5:30 PM)
24 - 5th Grade 1st Communion class (10:00-noon)
25 – Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast*. LIFT! Kids sing in worship.
29 – Maundy Thursday/1st Communion for 5th grade during 7:00 PM worship
April:
1 – Easter/No LIFT!
4 – No Confirmation or Sr. High Youth Group
8 – LIFT! “The 10 Commandments”. Stock sales* for National Youth Gathering begins
11 – Confirmation & Sr. High Youth Group
15 – LIFT! “The Golden Calf”
18 - Confirmation & Sr. High Youth Group
22 – LIFT! “Aaron's Blessing”
25 – Confirmation & Sr. High Youth Group
27 – Club 56 – 6:30-11:00 PM
29 – LIFT! “Aaron's Blessing”
May:
2 – Confirmation (6:30 PM) & NYG parent/student meeting (7:30-8:30 PM)
6 – LIFT! “The Spies Return” & “Moses' Last Call”. Varty's Greenhouse sales* (TBD)
9 – Confirmation & Sr. High Youth Group
13 – LIFT! “The Spies Return” & “Moses' Last Call”. LIFT! Kids sing in worship
16 – Confirmation & Sr. High Youth Group
18 – Sr. High Lock In – 7:00 PM – 8:00 AM
20 – Last day of LIFT! & regular youth programming. LIFT! Kids sing in worship

*Denotes fund raising event for NYG
LIFT! Begins at 9:20 AM Sunday mornings
Confirmation begins at 6:30 PM. Youth group starts at 7:30 PM

Fun February Facts…
The 2nd month of the year brings us George Washington's Birthday, Valentine's
Day, and the shortest month of the year.
In the Gregorian calendar, the calendar that most of the world uses, February is
the second month of the year. Most of the months have 30 or 31 days in a month
but February is shorter. February has 28 days until Julius Caesar gave it 29 and
30 days every four years. This is because the Roman emperor Augustus took one
day from February and added that to August because August was a month that
was named after him. February is a very cold month followed by January in the
northern half of the world. However, there are sunny days in February that
indicates that spring is almost here. Different from the northern half, the southern
hemisphere usually enjoys midsummer weather.

Below are some fun facts about February:
1. The birthstone for February is Amethyst.
2. Two zodiac signs for February are Aquarius (January 20 - February 18) and
Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
3. The month has 29 days in leap years, when the year number is divisible by
four. In common years the month has 28 days.
4. Viola (plant) and the Primrose are the birth flowers.
5. Black History Month is celebrated in Canada and United States.
6. National Day of the Sun is celebrated in Argentina.
7. In order to complete the Soviet Union's victory in Stalingrad during World
War II, the last German troops surrendered in the Stalingrad pocket.
8. On February 4, 1861, a temporary committee met at Montgomery, Alabama
where they organized a Confederate States of America.
9. On February 6, 1933, Amendment 20 to the United States was proclaimed
which moved the Inauguration Day to January 20th.
10. In February 1910, the Boy Scouts of America was incorporated.
11. On February 6, 1899. The U.S. Senate ratified the peace treaty that led to
the end of the Spanish-American War.
12. On February 6, 1952, Princess Elizabeth became Queen Elizabeth II of Great
Britain.
13. February 11 - National Foundation Day in Japan
14. February 12 - Abraham Lincoln's Birthday
15. February 14 - Valentine's Day
16. February 21 - International Mother Language Day
17. February 22 - Independence Day in Saint Lucia
18. February 22 - George Washington's Birthday
19. February 24 - Flag Day of Mexico
20. February 25 - People Power Revolution (Phillippines)

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
DID you know that you know that Elk River Lutheran
Church provides volunteers to the local CAER food
shelf? We provide at least 5 volunteers for the week
ERLC is responsible for every month. At times it is
difficult to get enough volunteers esp... in the winter
months. ERLC will be providing the volunteers for
this week Monday, Wed. & Friday mornings from 9:45
Am-12:15 PM. The positions for this week are full but
volunteers are needed all year long. The following
schedule below is for upcoming 5 months until our
time switches to the afternoons. If you are interested
in helping with the food shelf for a few hours even just
one morning during the upcoming months, please
contact ARLENE WELLS at 763-441-3381. You might
want to contact a few friends and sign up in advance
with Arlene to provide this important service for our
church and to our community!
ERLC schedule for CAER volunteers: FEB. 12,14 &
16th; March 12, 14 & 16; April 9,11,13; May 7,9,11 &
June 4, 6, 8. These are all AM's 9:45-12:15 shifts.
Beginning in July the dates and times will be in the
afternoon.
ERLC is also a part of Meals on Wheels. We are
responsible for the months of February and
September this year. If you are interested in joining
you may contact Garnet Novotny 763-370-7710
THANKS for considering!

Music Ministry Highlights
Choir-sharing event with the choirs of ERLC, Holy Trinity Episcopal, and Union
Congregation Church of Christ
Carol Roden, Kara Hennig, and Alana Budish will be featured soloists
River’s Edge Quartet - The Choir
Setting 3 for Lent - A Tina Turner Classic for Ash Wednesday
MUSICIANS WANTED
The choir will be singing the “Hallelujah Chorus” again this year. If you’re
interested in singing this international choral classic, we rehearse every
Wednesday from 6:30pm to 8:15pm. We’re also preparing to sing for Palm
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday as well. If you enjoy singing and
love to sing with other people, this is a great time to join the choir. We need Altos
and Tenors and would happily welcome Sopranos and Basses too. The more the
merrier. The choir is group of fun-loving individuals who work hard on their
music and enjoy being with each other.
The worship band is also needing musicians. Due to school and other
commitments, some members of the band aren’t able to commit to any Sundays
this spring. We rehearse on Thursday nights anytime between 5:45 and 8:30. We
love to create music together, and welcome anyone who wants to try it for a
Sunday. Right now, we’re looking for drummers, percussionists, guitar players,
bass players, and any instrumentalists who want to help lead music.
It’s time to start gathering musicians for our Instrumental Ensemble. Last year I
gathered a handful of musicians who met a few rehearsals before Easter. We
learned a couple hymn arrangements and the “Hallelujah Chorus” and played
them for the 8:15 service. This year I’d like to gather these musicians and more.
We’ll be preparing the “Hallelujah Chorus” again plus a couple new songs for
Easter for both services.
If you or someone you know are interested in any of these groups, please contact
me. I’d love to get you connected.
By the time you read this article we will have already had our Beer & Hymns event
at Pour. This month we sang a few love songs as well as everyone’s favorite
hymns. We also raised money for ERLC’s Youth who are taking a trip to Houston
this summer for their national Youth Gathering. About 40 people were there,
singing their hearts out and supporting our youth. In March 6th, Beer & Hymns
will be featuring Irish tunes along with the standard hymns. Mark your calendars.
See you Sunday,
Taylor

