Trusting in God’s grace,
An accepting, joyful community,
serving God and neighbor.

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF ELK RIVER LUTHERAN CHURCH
JANUARY 2018

Pastor’s Message
Welcome to 2018! Back in November, as a part of the stewardship
season, in a sermon I shared some of Elk River Lutheran’s area of focus
for this new year. So now, as we officially enter the new year, I’d like to
again lift up these mission priorities:
Engagement Team- I want to form an engagement team and budget
funds that focus on engagement in these areas:
• Outreach- How we connect with our community through love and
service; things like our “Jump for Jesus” day with the bounce
house during the farmer’s market last summer. We’re also now
members of the Downtown Business Association, and so we (or
rather Taylor) organized carolers who sang for the downtown
Christmas Tree lighting and again at the Santa in the Park
event. Kids at Santa in the park also received little gift bags with
also little ERLC gift that goes in the Santa bags that are handed
out. These are simply ways we can help our community
experience the joy and acceptance of this church.
•

Welcoming Visitors- We want to work to assure our space and
people are welcoming to all people who come through these doors.

•

Engagement- We focus on helping new people connect with
people and programs here at Elk River Lutheran.

•

New Members- Finally, we invite people to become members of
the church and provide an orientation as we welcome new
members.

•

Programs that reach all ages: Programs are the primary
way new people are able to connect with others within the
congregation, so we want to make sure we have programs
that reach all ages.
Continued on page 2.
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Pastor’s Message (continued)
•

Staffed Nursery- We now have a staffed nursery during worship and are exploring other programs that could benefit
from having childcare available. We welcome kids in worship, and we want kids in worship… but sometimes little kids
don’t want to be in worship, so we want to provide a fun, safe environment for kids to be, so parents can participate in
worship, even if their kids aren’t having it.

•

Continued support for CYF- LIFT! Our new Family Sunday School program is helping families grow in faith together
in really exciting ways, and so we want to continue to support this and other CYF programs.

•

Expand Adult Faith Formation Events and Classes- We want to make sure we’re offering regular classes and
events that help adults continue to learn and grow in their faith, and put that faith into practice. Our LIFE Groups,
sermon based small groups, were a great success last month, and we plan to hold another session of LIFE Groups in
the spring.

•

Visitation- Kristofer Coffman has resigned as our visitation minister, but we are working to find a replacement, while
also trying to gage if this is the time to expand that position to become a part-time associate pastor or some other
staffing solution.

Identity and Purpose• Jim LaDoux, Vibrant Faith- We have hired Jim LaDoux, who does congregational coaching with Vibrant Faith
Ministries to come in and lead us through a process of flushing out our shared identity and purpose as a
congregation. So he’ll start first by working with staff and streamlining communication. And then in the spring we will
begin a process of congregational and community listening. I’m so excited to work with Jim as we listen to where God
is calling us as a congregation.
Each of these priorities is meant to help us better live into our mission: “Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting, joyful
community, serving God and neighbor.” I’m so excited for us to be on this journey of faith and church together! I am confident
that 2018 will be an amazing year for us as a congregation. Thank you for your support and involvement here at Elk River
Lutheran.
Peace, Pastor Nathan Mugaas

Financial Update
Happy New Year! As we work on wrapping up the books for 2017, I wanted to give everyone an update on the
Church's finances through mid-December. As many of you know we hired a new bookkeeper, Lori Sundman, in
November which caused the finance report to be delayed the past few months, but we are catching up.
Thanks to your generous giving we have been able to add staff, expand programming and serve the wider Elk
River community. Our ministry teams and staff have worked hard to use your gifts wisely and have really done
an outstanding job this year managing expenses.
Here are how our finances look through mid-December:
YTD Expenses: $385,670
YTD Income: $409,856
Building Fund Balance: $103,064
Dedicated Fund Balance: $44,235
Respectfully Submitted,
Adam Horner

President’s Message
January means that Christmas has come and gone and now we can just take it easy and catch our breath.
Not so here at ERLC. January is the month for turnover. We will be approving a new budget and three
council people will be leaving because their terms are up. That means five new council members will be
nominated and voted on by the congregation. Three for the three members leaving and two who were
appointed by the council to fill in for resigning members until our yearly meeting. It so happens that the
three members that are leaving are council officers (president, treasurer and secretary) so we will need to
replace those as well. The Congregational meeting is set for January 28, 2019 with an informal meeting on
January 21, 2018 to go over the any questions.
As I stated above, my term as a council member and the council president will be coming to an end after
the congregational meeting. I would like to say what an honor it has been to work with all the different
council members who have come and gone during my three-year tenure. I have also worked with three
different Pastors. While everyone has had a different point of view, everyone was and is working to better
our church. It hasn't always been smooth going but it has been interesting. I have gotten to know some
wonderful people who I am sure I wouldn't have had I said no when asked to serve. This church is a
growing and vibrant part of this community and we can all be very proud of what we have accomplished
and what we will continue to accomplish. So again, thank you for your support over the years.
Greg Pouliot
Council President
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On January 21st @ 11:45 am. There will
be an informational meeting to go over
questions you have on the budget,
reports, or by-laws.
The Annual Meeting will be held, Sunday,
January 28th @ 11:45am.
In the Sanctuary.

Children, Youth & Family
Greetings from CYF!! We ended the year with a great Christmas Program “Christmas Memories” Thank you again to all
those that submitted stories, and a special thank you to all those involved in making it such a success! The kids were
terrific, and had so much fun performing! So, again, Thank you!
First Communion!! 5th grade students are invited to attend the first of 3 sessions on their way to learning the history and
meaning of participating in Christ’s supper. On January 21st, following the 2nd service (11:30 AM), students will meet
downstairs and will create their very own Communion cup with the help of a professional potter as we discuss being a part
of the Creator’s hand. Please RSVP to Martha by January 17th so we can ensure we have enough
supplies. childrenyouthfamily.erlc@gmail.com. (Students who are older than 5th grade and have not gone through
Communion class are welcome to attend.)
So, what is this National Youth Gathering in Houston you’ve been hearing about? And who are the youth that are going?
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America gather for a week of faith formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through days spent in interactive
learning, worship, Bible study, service and fellowship, young people grow in faith and are challenged and inspired to live
their faith in their daily lives.
This summer, in late June, 8 students and 2 chaperones will be driving to Houston to attend this life-defining event. They
are Ryley Erickson, Gabe, Michael & Joe Livingston, Brianna Olson, Charlotte Oudekerk, Sonja Tesdahl, Jake Walberg,
Cassidy Wolcenski & Martha Herbert. Please support them through their fundraising efforts, through encouragement and
through prayer.
It’s always a great time for PIZZA! Beginning Jan. 3rd and running through Jan. 17th our youth will be selling HEGGIES
PIZZA. This is a fundraiser for those attending the National Youth Gathering in Houston this summer. If you are
interested in ordering, please look for one of our youth. Pizzas will be delivered Feb. 1st - just in time for the Super Bowl!

Music Ministry
Happy New Year! Thanks to all of you who participated in December’s music ministry: caroling, Beer &
Hymns, special music, choir, and band. I’m so happy to be working at a church where there’s so much
talent, and where the people are so generous in SHARING their talents.
In this new year the music ministry will continue to feature the choir and the band, as well as a variety of
special musicians who’ll play or sing during our services. I’m always looking for musicians, so if you’re
interested, contact me. Last month we featured a cellist, several pianists, a vocal trio and quartet, and a
harp. You don’t need to be a member of the choir or worship band to participate. All you need is a desire to
share your musically abilities with the loving people of ERLC.
A few highlights this month will be Music Ensemble retreats, Beer & Hymns, and MLK Sunday.
Following their Jan 3rd rehearsal, the choir will meet on Saturday, Jan 6th for their winter retreat. From
1pm to 8pm they will gather to eat, socialize, sing, and laugh. The retreat is a perfect time for interested
singers to meet the choir, and experience the joy found in singing together as a group. The worship band
will also do a retreat, and information on that will be announced soon. If you are interested in participating
in either group, just reach out to me and I’d love to tell you all about it.
Beer & Hymns will be right after your New Year’s celebrations and will be a bit lower key than normal. I’m
sure all of you will be “partied out” by the 2nd, so we’ll keep it nice and easy. Come and enjoy a relaxing
beverage, a light meal, and some soul-satisfying group singing Tuesday, Jan 2nd at 6:30pm in the lounge of
Pour Wine Bar & Bistro.
On Sunday, Jan 14th, we’ll remember Dr. Martin Luther King Jr by sharing some special music in honor of
him. For both the 8:15 am and 10:30 am services we’ll be singing and listening to MLK’s favorite and most
meaningful tunes.
I hope you all had a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
See you Sunday,
Taylor
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