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This fall at our 9th grade Confirmation retreat I was telling 
the students that after they were confirmed they would be 
adult members of the church.  They got pretty excited about 
the idea of being adults, and then one of them asked, “What 
does it mean to be an adult member of the church?”  I 
paused and said, “Well, you can come to the annual 
meeting and vote on things, like the budget and electing 
church council members.”  The excitement quickly 
disappeared. 
 
This month we are orienting and welcoming new members 
to our congregation, so it’s probably worth giving some 
more thought to this question, “What does it mean to be a 
member of the church?”  I know our 9th graders probably 
wouldn’t be any more excited about this answer than what I 
gave before, but our church constitution (our congregation's 
governing document) does define what it means to be a 
member: 
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C8.05. It shall be the privilege and duty of members of this 
congregation to: 
a. Make regular use of the means of grace, both Word 
and sacraments; 
b. Live a Christian life in accordance with the Word of God and 
teachings of the Lutheran church; and 
c. Support the work of this congregation, thy synod, and the 
church wide organization of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America through contributions of their time, abilities, and financial 
support as biblical stewards. 
 
By becoming a member of this congregation you commit to being a 
part of our shared life together.  When point “a” states that we “make 
regular use of the means of grace, both Word and sacraments,” it is 
just a fancy way of saying participate in worship regularly.  I would 
argue this could also extend to participating in other programming 
here at the church as well.  Point “b” then lifts up the importance of 
how you live your life when you’re away from the church, making the 
point that being a church member is just as much about who you are 
away from this place, as it is about who you are at this place.  Finally, 
point “c” acknowledges that you have something to offer that the 
church needs, and as a member you’re agreeing to share that (your 
time, abilities, and financial support). 
 
Being an adult member of the church then is about participating in 
worship and the life of this church, striving to always live a Christian 
life, and being willing to give yourself to support these ministries of the 
church.  I thank God for all of you faithful members of this church and 
for the ways you are living out the “privileges and duties” that come 
with membership at Elk River Lutheran Church.  I hope you’ll join me 
in welcoming our newly confirmed 9th graders into adult membership 
in the church, as well as other new members who will join the church 
this month. 
 
Pastor Nathan Mugaas 
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Presidents Message 
 

 November is here, that means we have finished up with the LIFE 
small groups. I hope everyone who participated had as wonderful an 
experience as Deb and I did with our group. It's a little nerve racking starting 
in a small group for me but it has always been a great way to really get to 
know people who I wouldn't ordinarily confide in. We loved it and hope it 
doesn’t stop with just these five weeks. 
 
 I would like to bring you up to date on some of the ways the council 
has been spending your money. If you look up toward the rear of the 
sanctuary you’ll notice the shades are finally up after years of talking about 
it. This should help with the glare that washes out the projected reading on 
the wall and Pastor won’t have to wear sunglasses!  
 
 Because we are having a pretty good year financially we decided to 
some long overdo upgrading to our office equipment. This will happen over 
a year’s time and should be a welcome improvement for the staff that has 
been getting by with some pretty outdated computers and software. Council 
also approved the purchase of a used Bounce House to use for Rally Day 
and during the days when the Farmers Market it running. It was a great deal 
and now we won’t have to rent one (about $135.00 a time) anymore. 
 
 We also approved a number of fundraisers to be put on by the CYF 
team. This will help to defray some of the cost for going to the 2018 ELCA 
gathering in Houston Texas. It will be a pretty expensive trip for our youth 
so it was felt that the extra fundraisers were justified.  
 
 Last I want to give Taylor Quinn a shoot-out for the wonderful joint 
choir with our neighboring churches. It was truly spirit raising. Not only was 
the singing terrific but also the sight of the different denominations going up 
to receive communion together was a sight that warmed the heart. 
 
Greg Pouliot 
Council President 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There are a variety of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there 
are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are 

varieties of activities, but the same God who activates all of 
them in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the 

Spirit for the common good.  (1 Corinthians 12:4-7) 
 

 

Over the past 5 weeks, 10 or 11 
LIFE groups were formed to discuss 
what it means to be LUTHERAN. 
The groups have served about 100 
people. As a reminder the LIFE 
groups were developed to foster 
meaningful relationships between 
people on their journey of faith. 
 
  According to comments from 
facilitators, hosts and group 
members, people have been 
enjoying the groups. They have 
gotten to know other members in 
more depth and discussed issues 
related to what it has been like to 
grow up as a Christian or Lutheran.   
 
The Sermon Chat questions 
provided by Pastor Nathan were 
helpful in jump-starting these 
conversations.  We were grateful for 
his support in this process.   
 
As we are wrapping up the final 
week of these groups, some of the 
group members have been 
wondering; “what now?”  They 
have enjoyed them enough that they 
would like them to continue.  
Perhaps each group will take a bit of 
time at their last meeting to discuss 
this question as we believe there 
will be another opportunity later this 
year to be involved in the LIFE 

groups again.  It is hoped that more 
people can be involved if we initiate 
more LIFE groups again this year.   
 
Special thanks go to all the following 
individuals who volunteered to either 
facilitate or host a LIFE group!! 
 
Phyllis Scroggins, Milo & Kari 
Christianson, Greg & Deb Pouliot, 
Cedric Olson, Betty Zehringer, Jane 
Cazett, Barb Overbye, Erin Pelletier, 
Adam & Kelli Horner, Conni & John 
Natwick, Jim Hecker, Sue & Ron Sass, 
Carol Vikstrom, Sue Hales, Marilyn 
Miller, Sharon Emerick, Lorie & Tom 
Werk, Chuck Hulse & Marilyn Miller. 
 

 



 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Several years ago, there was an advertisement 
for a national motel chain that ended with the 
speaker exclaiming "...and we will leave the 
lights on for you!"  Eight years ago, a dedicated 
and courageous group of people worked 
together to turn on the lights of a new church -- 
a church called Elk River Lutheran.  Since then, 
this church has experienced many changes -- 
new members, new staff, and a new (well, 
slightly used) building.  But the mission has 
remained the same -- guided by God's grace, to 
create and nourish a place where all are 
welcome and accepted, and where God and 
neighbor are served every day. 
 
Today our task is to continue building this very 
special community of faith.  Once again we will 
be asked to consider how we can use our many 
gifts of time, talent and financial giving to carry 
out the mission of ERLC.  We will be asked to 
consider what we can do to keep the lights on, 
both those that illuminate our space and those 
that proclaim to the world that this is a place 
where God's grace and love abound. 
 
Our 2018 Stewardship Program will begin on 
Sunday, November 5.  On Sunday, November 
12, we will have a Ministry Fair and Volunteer 
Recognition Day.  On this day, we will honor the 

many people who serve our church every day, 
and give everyone an opportunity to learn more 
about the various ministries of ERLC.  On 
Sunday, November 19, designated Stewardship 
Sunday, we will offer our gifts of time, talent and 
financial resources. 
 
We will soon celebrate Thanksgiving, one of our 
great national holidays and a time to reflect 
upon how we have been blessed and how we 
can be a blessing to others.  We have been 
truly blessed as a congregation.  We have had, 
and continue to have, dedicated members, 
leaders and staff, and a great mission of 
acceptance and service.  In his letter to the 
emerging faith community in Rome, Paul 
compares the community to the body, noting 
that it is "one body" in Christ with many 
members, each of whom have different gifts.  
This is still true today.  It is our challenge to 
consider how we together, united as "one body" 
in Christ, can move forward to carry out our 
mission, here in this church we love, and 
beyond our walls into God's world.  This is 
FAITH IN ACTION! 
 
Milo Christianson, ERLC Stewardship 
Committee 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

We are taking a field trip to Luther 
Crest Bible Camp!  Whether you are 
interested in an adult retreat or are 
thinking of sending your child to 
winter or summer camp, please join 
us on Saturday, November 4th. We 
will leave the church at 9:00 AM and 
head up to Alexandria.  Once we 
arrive, we will be given a tour of the 
beautiful, newly renovated facilities 
followed by lunch.  After lunch we 
will return to Elk River.  Come see 
all the great things this camp has to 
offer!  Please RSVP to Martha 
Herbert by November 1st if you plan 
on coming.  763.595.1216 or 
childrenyouthfamily.erlc@gmail.com 
 

Announcing some upcoming winter 
retreats at Luther Crest Bible Camp: 
 Advent Family Weekend, 
December 1-3, 2017 
 3rd-6th Grade Elementary 
Youth Retreat, February 9-11, 2018 
 6th-9th Grade Middle School 
Youth Retreat, February 23-25, 
2018 
For more information and to 
register, go to www.luthercrest.org 
 

Attention 5th & 6th graders!  Mark 
your calendars and plan on coming 
to church on Friday, November 17th 
for our first ever “56er” event. 
 Starting at 6:30 PM we will gather 

for an evening of food, fellowship and FUN!  The evening 
ends at 11:00 PM, but come when you can and leave when 
you must.  Bring a friend and don’t wear nice clothing - we 
might get a little messy.  Look for more information in the 
mail.  RSVP to Martha Herbert by November 15th. 
 

To the entire congregation - we need your Christmas 
memories.  This year our children’s Christmas program 
centers on the collective Christmas stories of all our 
congregation members.  Please plan on being at church on 
Sunday, November 12th where, from 9:20-10:20 AM, our 
LIFT! Families will be in the Fellowship Hall asking you 
questions about what Christmas was like when you were 
growing up.  There is no age limit on who can be interviewed 
and we need all your stories: from your favorite Christmas 
food, to where you were born, to how Christmas has 
changed for you through the years… we want to hear from 
you.  In addition, this is a great opportunity to get to know 
some of the youngest members of our church family.  See 
you then! 
 
Martha Herbert 
Director of Children, Youth and Family 

 

 

“Children are great imitators.  So give them 
something great to imitate.” 



 

This month we’re focusing on volunteer appreciation and stewardship so I 
wanted to let you know who volunteers in the music ministry.  Their weekly, 
monthly, and yearly musical contributions give you a chance to worship God 
in meaningful ways.  Every week you listen to someone share their gifts with 
you. Please join me in celebrating all those who give their time and energy 
to the depth of our music ministry: 
 
The Choir. Every Wednesday evening these volunteers meet to rehearse 
songs to sing for you: Jim Acers, Bea Bastyr, Peg Curtis, Hans Dubois, 
Patty Herbert, Sharon Emerick, Conni Natwick, John Natwick, Kelly Otto, 
Carol Roden, Diana Schansberg, Phyllis Scroggins, Michele Smith, Rich 
Swanson, Carol Vevea, Carol Vikstrom, Lorie Schulstad-Werk, Kate 
Woodfill, Dale Ziner, and Marv Ziner. 
 
The Worship Band.  Like the choir, these individuals rehearse every 
Thursday to lead you in worship: Chuck Anderson, Donna Heaston, Austin 
Follmer, Joyce Hels, Kara Hennig, Kari Osmek, Beth Pogreba, and Ben 
Weber. 
 
The Special Guest Musicians.  These musicians work with me to choose 
their own songs and schedule individual rehearsals so they can make your 
services more meaningful:  Kristina Erickson, Vicki Granros, Audrey Horner, 
Katherine Horner, Kate Kremer, Kerry Livingston, Gabe Livingston, Ron 
Sass, JaneAnn Settergren, Vicki Simpson Jim Simpson, Becca Weber, 
Grace Weber, MJ Swanson, Alana Budish, Ariah Budish, Henry Boese, Amy 
Kippen, Ron Stricker, and ANF: Tom Hels, Dan Johnson, Mark Amborn, 
Mike Wadzink, and Laura Babneau. 
 
When you see these generous people please take a moment to genuinely 
thank them. 
 
See you Sunday, 
Taylor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


