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Pastor’s Message
Join us for Sunday worship this month as we explore Faith 5,
Everyday Practices for an Everyday Faith. Faith 5 is a process
developed by Rev. Dr. Rich Melheim to help people share and grow
in faith together, and we want to consider how we might incorporate
Faith 5 into our lives at home and our life together at church.
In Deuteronomy chapter 6 we read:
4 The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 5 You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.
~Deuteronomy 6:4-5
A core piece of this confession of faith is that we say “The Lord is
OUR God.” Not “The Lord is MY God,” or the “Lord is YOUR God.”
“The Lord is OUR God.” God has created us and called us to
experience life and faith together. We are to share faith with one
another, as the following verses in Deuteronomy instruct us:
6 Keep

these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. 7 Recite
them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when
you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. 8 Bind them as a sign
on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, 9 and write them on
the doorposts of your house and on your gates.
~Deuteronomy 6:6-9
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September 30
highs and lows

By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.
~John 13:35

October 7

Faith 5 provides a great way for us to share and
experience faith together. The five steps of the Faith
5 process will serve as our Sunday morning worship
themes for the next five weeks.
Please join us for worship and join us in considering
how you might incorporate Faith 5 into your life at
home and into our life together at church.
Peace,

Pastor
Nathan Mugaas

a Bible verse or story

Then he began to say to them,
"Today this scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearing."
~Luke 4:21

October 14
about how the Bible reading might
relate to your highs and lows

Let your gentleness be known to
everyone.
~Philippians 4:5

October 21
for one another’s highs and lows

Pray without ceasing.
~1 Thessalonians 5:17

Vonnie the Clown
on Rally Sunday
asked for help
naming his dog.
Of the many
suggestions,
Vonnie chose to
name his dog
"Grace"

October 28
one another

From the fullness of God we have
all received, grace upon grace.
~John 1:16
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From the ERLC Council President
Minister of Congregational Care and Discipleship
The Council had the opportunity to welcome Jeremy Hallquist, our
new Minister of Congregational Care and Discipleship, at our
September meeting. He has worked with and for congregations
since he was fourteen years old. Jeremy’s experience in youth and
family ministry, visitation and cross-generational ministries meets all
our top priorities for this position: additional opportunities for adults
in service, social justice, education and fellowship; pastoral
visitation; worship leadership.
He has completed three years of classes at Luther Seminary, and
he will continue this theological education to ordination. And
importantly, he definitely will be with us for more than a few months.
We are thankful and thrilled that Jeremy has accepted this half-time
position with ERLC. Jeremy and his wife Ellie and their two young
sons live in Big Lake and joined ERLC last spring. Please join the
Council in giving a warm welcome to Jeremy as our Minister of
Congregational Care and Discipleship!

Jeremy Hallquist
Minister of Congregational Care
and Discipleship

Mission Endowment
Fund
The Mission Endowment Fund Committee is developing the
protocol and forms needed for distribution of grants and
receiving new gifts. Committee members Brad Tesdahl and
Adam Horner provided an update to the Council about these
matters, as well as fund management. More information will
be coming to the congregation from this committee in the
coming months. It is a joy that our congregation has this
additional opportunity to serve the Church and our community
through the Endowment Fund.
Speaking of joy, have you seen the pictures of the first weeks of the LiFT family style Sunday School
yet?! Smiles and fun learning abound in these photos.
There is so much new and exciting going on in our congregation this fall! Thank you to all who are
involved! And there’s always room for YOU!

Blessings,
Kari Christianson
Council President
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION!
GUEST SPEAKERS:

Returning on October 14th are Devon & Erin from INTERFAITH POWER & LIGHT to discuss
further how congregations can help with our environment & resources. They also presented on
August 19th as they learned how ERLC members connect to nature and how it brightens their
day.

A date will soon be set for Dan Romero of MN Immigrant Rights Action Committee (MIRAC) to
come to ERLC to do a temple talk. He will also be available for discussion after an upcoming
service. Dan has a powerful message so watch for the announcements as to when he will be
joining us at ERLC. A committee has been meeting at the United Congregational Church to
discuss the plight of immigrants who are in Sherburne County Prison. Local clergy are meeting
to discuss how these issues are affecting the Prison in Elk River. The next committee meeting
will be held at UCC on October 2nd. Rallies continue outside of the prison Wednesdays from
5:00-6:00 to help make others aware of the issues relative to the Immigrants.
OPPORTUNITY RELATED TO JOURNEY TO FREEDOM
Jia invited several speakers to participate on a panel discussion while she was here. Pastor
Yolanda told about a tour she was able to attend related to sacred sites of Native Americans
here in MN. She spoke very highly of this tour. Those who attend the tour learn about MN
history from a Native perspective through story-telling and experiencing the Dakota sacred sites
in silence/meditation/ reflection. This tour includes the Fort Snelling State Park, Dakota
Internment Camp, & a traditional burial ground. There is no cost for this tour but a free will
offering is welcome. Donations support Healing MN Stories programs and events. The last tour
is on October 20th (the other tours are full) and there are 12 spots left for the tour. To reserve
a spot email Rev. Jim Bear Jacobs at jimbear.jacobs@mnchurches.org. Carpooling is possible if
there are 4 or more or up to 12 people who would like to attend. If you were able to get a
ticket, & you are interested in carpooling let Linda know at the ERLC office.
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ERLC ACTIVITIES
at
FARMERS MARKET
For the first time, ERLC developed an art exhibit
and a car show for adults to enjoy during the
Farmers Market. We were so thankful the weather
for both events was sunny and the temperatures
were perfect for being outdoors! Both events were
well received with many positive comments.
Special thanks to Conni Natwick for organizing the
art exhibit and to Taylor Quinn for his support and
contacts to ensure the success of the exhibit.
The following members of ERLC shared their
artistic skills with us by bringing some of their
artwork, woodcarvings, quilts & purses to display.
We are so thankful to: Jim & Sue Hecker, Carol
Vevea, Kelly Otto, John Natwick, Joan Campbell,
Donn Granos & Pat Baysinger and other local
artists who also participated. Nettie & Hans
DuBois, Diana Schansberg, Conni Natwick, Pastor
Nathan & Taylor helped set-up and answered
questions about ERLC at the exhibit and also,
helped with safely moving all of the artwork back
inside for Rally Sunday! WONDERFUL teamwork!
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Gospel Readings for
October
Sunday. September 30
John 13:31-35

Sunday October 7
Luke 4: 14-23

Sunday, October 14
Mark 13: 1-11

Sunday, October 21
Matthew 6: 5-15

Sunday, October 28
John 8: 31-36

LIFE (Living In Faith Everyday)
Groups
The purpose of LIFE Groups is to foster
meaningful relationships between people on the
journey of faith
LIFE (Living in Faith Everyday) groups are starting up once
again with the first sermon in this series being given on
Sunday, Sept. 30th.
These are groups of about 8-12 participants who meet once
per week to discuss the sermon in more depth and the notes
from the sermon (inserts in your bulletin).
Several groups have already been formed. But there are
opportunities for other groups who are looking for new
members or are starting a new group. Some meet at church
and others in homes either during the day or in the evenings.
The groups meet for 60-90 minutes; with coffee & treats.
Members who have been involved feel it has been a great way
to know other ERLC members on a more personal basis.
The sign-up sheets are located on a table to the right when
you enter Fellowship Hall (where coffee/treats are served).
You are encouraged to sign-up for a group or start a group of
your own.
Looking forward to this round of LIFE groups and hoping more
will be developed so those who have not yet been involved
will have an opportunity to participate.
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C Y F Program Events
Children, Youth & Family

NO LiFT! Sunday October 21st – MEA Weekend

GRANDPARENT’S
DAY AT LIFT!
• SUNDAY 10/14 AT 9:20 AM
• LiFT! children are invited to ask their
RD

DO YOU HAVE A 3 GRADER?
(or older who has not received their bible)
would you like them to take part in this
milestone ministry?
• NOW: Contact Martha Herbert so
we can order and inscribe the Bibles
(Martha@ElkRiverLutheran.org)
• Saturday 10/6 from 11 AM – Noon:
Bible Introduction
• Sunday 10/7 Worship Services
(both): Bible Presentation

Martha Herbert
Director of Children, Youth
& Family

grandparents to attend,
• Grandparents are invited to bring their
grandchildren
• We will have music, crafts, snacks and
(oh, yeah) a Bible story!
• Join the fun and come find out what
LiFT! is all about. All ages and
curiosity seekers are welcome!

Sunday October 28th during
the 8:15 am service will be
the Rite of Confirmation
with the acknowledgement
of the Confirmation at the
10:30 am service.
9th Grade Confirmation
Students will participate in
an Adventure Day in
preparation for Confirmation
Sunday on Saturday
October 13th. Please keep
these 9th grade students in
your prayers!

Friday, October 26th
6:00pm to 8:00pm
In the back parking lot

Candy donations accepted in the
Office.2018 – Page 7
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Music Ministry Monthly

“"...to be a healthy Christian is to be somebody who sings" - Keith Getty

As a musician I’ve been forced to reflect on
why I perform music. A few years ago
while singing with The Summer Singers I
was faced with the question “Why do I
sing?” At first I wasn’t quite sure how to
answer that question. I had always
just...sang. To this day I’m still exploring
the reason why I love singing and practicing
music. The answers are not easy to find
but I have discovered that I sing because
it’s the best way I can fully express
myself. If I’m not singing I’m only
expressing half of myself. Part of me is left
in want. That is one of the many reasons
why I sing.
As a human being, why do you sing? As
you can see above, Keith Getty, prolific
composer of the popular contemporary
hymn “In Christ Alone”, stated that to be a
healthy Christian means to be someone
who sings. What a statement! It makes
you think, doesn’t it? Why would he say
something like that? Singing brings people
together, tears down walls, connects your
soul to your body, expresses your inmost
emotions, and enmeshes truth within your
spirit. A healthy Christian engages in
singing to enrich their faith in body, mind,
and spirit. It’s what we do.
Notice I haven’t mentioned perfect singing
or skilled singing. It’s just singing! Sing in
the shower. Sing in your car. Sing with
your children. Sing at church. Just keep
singing! It doesn’t matter if you’re “tonedeaf” or an American Idol. Let songs rise
from your souls in every situation, and let
singing be a blessing to you every day!

Music Ministry Highlights
ERLC Choir
Rehearsals, 6:30pm, Wednesdays
The choir welcomed two new members in
September, and sang during our Sept 9th and
23rd services. They also led a Hymn-Sing for
the residents of Guardian Angels. On October
7th they’ll be singing a mashup called “I Love
You/What A Wonderful World” with the choirs of
Holy Trinity Episcopal and Union
Congregational Church, UCC at Union’s
worship service. They’ll also sing in our own
services October 21st: “The Prayer”, made
famous by Celine Dion and Andrea Bocelli.

Worship Band
Rehearsals, 6:30pm, Thursdays
In September the Worship Band included
Donna Heaston, Joyce Hels, Kara Hennig, and
Mike Wadzink. These three gifted vocalists
with their talented guitarist enriched our worship
experience with their tight harmonies and
engaging musicianship. They will continue their
leadership in October with the addition of
Jeremy Hallquist on Oct 14th. On October 21st
we’ll welcome ANF to the chancel as they lead
the service music. ANF has been a worshipleading band since the beginning of ERLC. On
occasion they are able to join our congregation,
leading in the style of today’s contemporary
worship bands.

Soloists/Small Groups
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I am so proud to have so many musicians
participating in our music ministry here. We
have a variety of solo musicians who love to
share their art with their people. In September
we got to hear from Grace, Liam, & Becca
Weber, Marsha Emmons, Valerie Behling, and
Carol Roden. This month we’ll enjoy Anneliese
Blomquist-Smith with her aunt Kara Hennig,
Dale Ziner, Vicki Simpson and Donna Heason.

acquiring bells so we can rehearsing for
Christmas.

Music Ministry in the Community
Beer & Hymns:

Handbell Ensemble

Tuesday October 2 nd at 6:30 pm

Pour Bistro, Otsego
Last month more than forty people came to our
monthly community hymn sing. We took up a
collection for Feed My Starving Children, and
had tons of fun singing our favorite
hymns. October’s B&H will be on the 2nd at
Pour starting at 6:30pm.

The handbell ensemble met in September with
Marlys Herring from Olivet Lutheran Church in
Fargo. Marlys brought down her handbells for
a presentation and workshop. We have 10
ringers attend. We’re planning to purchase a
new set of bells, were so excited to do some
“shopping” on Marlys’ Malmark bells. The
ringers and I are in communication about

Hymn-Sing: The choir and other members of
ERLC gathered on Sept 30th to sing for
residents of Guardians Angels Care Center and
Guardian Angels by the Lake. The hymn sing
provided GA’s people an opportunity to worship
in song, as well as enjoy the company of
individuals who love them unconditionally. The
next hymn-sing will be on Dec 30th and all are
welcome to join the outreach.

All are welcome to participate in ERLC’s
music ministry...and I do mean all. You
don’t need to sing in tune or play perfectly
to be part of our musical community. If you
want to share music with others, just talk to
me about it and we’ll figure something out
together. If you don’t want to share music
with others, that’s ok too. Just keep
singing!
See you Sunday!

Taylor Quinn
Director of Music & Worship
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Welcoming New Members
Those interested in becoming official
members of Elk River Lutheran Church are
invited to join us for New Member Orientation,
which takes place in three parts:
Sunday, November 11 9:15am-10:20am
New Member Orientation Session
We’ll gather between services to learn about
ERLC and meet other new and current ERLC
members.

Wednesday, November 14 6:00pm-7:30pm New Member Dinner Church
A meal with time for conversation and worship.

Sunday, November 18
New Member Sunday
There will be a pie reception to welcome new
members during the regular fellowship time
(9:15am-10:30am) and new members will be
officially received at each worship service- 8:15am
& 10:30am.

and sacraments,” it is just a fancy way of
saying participate in worship regularly. I would
argue this could also extent to participating in
other programming here at the church as well.
Point “b” then lifts up the importance of how
you live your life when you’re away from the
church, making the point that being a church
member is just as much about who you are
away from this place, as it is about who you
are at this place. And finally, point “c”
acknowledges that you have something to offer
that the church needs, and as a member
you’re agreeing to share your time, abilities,
and financial support

Church Trailer Available
for Member Use

With all that said... “What does it mean to be
a member of the church?” Our church
constitution (our congregation's governing
document) does define what it means to be a
member:
C8.05. It shall be the privilege and duty of
members of this congregation to:
a.
Make regular use of the means of grace,
both Word and sacraments;
b.
Live a Christian life in accordance with the
Word of God and teachings of the Lutheran
church; and
c.
Support the work of this congregation, thy
synod, and the churchwide organization of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America through
contributions of their time, abilities, and financial
support as biblical stewards.

By becoming a member of this congregation
you commit to being a part of our shared life
together. When point “a” states that we “make
regular use of the means of grace, both Word

The church has a covered 12’ x 6’ trailer that is
available for use by members and can be
checked out via the church office.
• Contact the church office to reserve the
trailer
• Sign a form
• Provide a copy of your license and
insurance card.
The Office will work to connect you with the
location the trailer is stored for pick up and
return.
Free will donation for its use is appreciated.
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Stewardship Committee

Who are we? There are undoubtedly various
answers to this question. We are the church
with the great view, the old bank church, the
downtown church, the bouncy house church, the
Beer and Hymns church, and so on. These are
all parts of our identity.
Several years ago, members of this
congregation considered the question of identity.
The result was our mission statement, twelve
words that proclaim who we are. We are a
church that trusts in God's grace, a church that
welcomes and accepts, a church that is joyful, a
church that serves God and neighbor. The
writers recognized that "who we are" is based on
relationships, relationships with God, with each
other, and with our neighbors.

donations of time, talent and financial support by
our members. It is possible because of great
stewardship.
Our 2019 Stewardship Program theme is
ABUNDANT JOY/FLOWING GENEROSITY.
• The 2019 program will begin on Sunday,
November 4.
• The following Sunday, November 11, we
will again acknowledge and honor the
many people who serve our congregation
as volunteers, without whose support this
church would not exist.
• And finally, on Sunday, November 18, we
will make our commitments of time, talent
and financial support for 2019.

During our 2018 Stewardship Program, we
focused our attention on three action words in
our mission statement -- trusting, accepting and
serving. Our theme was "Faith in Action." This
year we have decided to focus on another word
in our mission statement -- joyful. The people
who crafted our mission statement believed that
this word was important, that it said something
about our congregation. And indeed, it does, for
we see joy all the time -- on Sunday mornings as
people greet each other and socialize between
services, during enthusiastic Beer and Hymns
nights, during Kids' Days at the Elk River
Farmers Market as we greet members of our
community, and on numerous other occasions.

In his letter to the churches of Galatia, Paul talks
about the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22), saying
"...the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control." These are words
that go to the heart of what it means to be a
disciple of Jesus. These are words of identity,
for the early churches and for us. Like those
first century churches, Elk River Lutheran
Church is a place where God's love is present
every day, a
place where
joy and a
generous spirit
live, a place
where lives are
changed.

There is one other word we decided to highlight
this year -- generosity. Next year we will
celebrate our tenth year as a congregation. This
milestone is possible because of the generous

Stewardship
Committee
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Hospitality Ministry Team

HOSPITALITY TEAM MEETING
The meeting times of the Hospitality Ministry Team has changed from morning until evening. Beginning
in September we will meet at 6:30 pm at the church on the first Monday of each month. This will enable
our council representative to attend the meetings and our hope is that maybe we will
get some new members to join our team.
NEW/IMPROVED
There are some wonderful things to report this month.
• We love our new floor covering in our “workroom”. It looks great and we say “ thanks” to the men
who did the work.
• Another stainless steel rolling cart was purchased by a member of our congregation, which will be
used in the workroom for food preparation. “Thank You for that”
RALLY SUNDAY
We helped to serve the Rally Day Brunch. It was well organized by Martha and we were happy to be
able to help and participate in the day. We served approximately 13 breakfast dishes, fruit and some
sweets.
FALL DECORATIONS
You may have noticed new table decorations in the Cafe’. Thanks Sandy for these. Looks good.
CONFIRMATION
For Sunday morning fellowship hour, we look forward to cake to honor our confirmands on October 28.
PIE SUNDAY
Then “Pie Sunday” will be in November. Watch for the date.
SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP HELP
If anyone would like to bring treats, help serve and cleanup for Sunday morning fellowship, please
contact Barb Overbye, Toby Moe, Peg Davies, Sue Hecker, Barb Burandt, Karen Acers or Garnet
Novotny.
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Staff

Congregational Council
President: Kari Christianson
Vice President: John Natwick
Secretary: Matt Rotz
Treasurer: Jennifer Wornson
Jodie Dahlheimer, Cathryn Lessard, Brian
McFarlane, Erin Pelletier, Mark
Schwarze, and Ron Westrum

Minister of Congregational Care and
Discipleship:
Jeremy Hallquist
jeremy@elkriverlutheran.org 763-595-1216
Director of Music Ministry:
Taylor Quinn* 816-519-2719
taylor@elkriverlutheran.org
Music Leader: Bea Bastyr
BeaBastyr@gmail.com
Director of Children, Youth & Family:
Martha Herbert*
763-595-1216 martha@elkriverlutheran.org

* NOTE New Email Address

Pastor: Nathan Mugaas*
pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org 763-2428347

Church Office:
(763) 595-1216
elkriverlutheran.info@gmail.com
Office Hours: M–Th 9am-4pm
www.elkriverlutheran.org
Like us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/ElkRiverLutheran

Office Manager: Linda Nielsen*
linda@elkriverlutheran.org 763-595-1216
Bookkeeper: Lori Sundman 763-595-1216
ERLCBookkeeper@gmail.com
Custodian: Brian Harding
Nursery Attendants:
Sonja Tesdahl and David McFarlane

August 2018 Financials
August Expenses: $35,213.83
August Income: $33,873.19
YTD Expenses: $303,505.73
YTD Income: $281,927.65
Building Fund Balance: $103,030.99
Dedicated Funds: $53,806.45
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October 2018
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