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December 1, 2024 – Santa & Gifts 
8:30 and 10:30 Worship Services 

WELCOME 
to Elk River Lutheran Church 

 

Welcome to Elk River Lutheran Church! Whether you 
are joining us in-person or online, we’re glad you’re 
here. Elk River Lutheran Church is a forward-thinking 
congregation made up of people of all ages. We are a 
pretty new church (formed in 2009), located in a 
remodeled bank building on the Mississippi River in 
downtown Elk River. Our mission is: Trusting in God’s 
grace, an accepting, joyful community, serving God 
and neighbor.   
 
We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and celebrate the work 
we’re able to do together as a denomination (to learn 
more about the ELCA visit www.elca.org).  We 
welcome all people and as a Reconciling in Christ 
(RIC) congregation that welcome extends to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 
 

Please fill out the enclosed Connection Form slip and 
drop it in an offering plate to receive more information 
about Elk River Lutheran or share prayer concerns. 

Things to know  
for the service: 

• Bathrooms, complete with changing 
tables for little ones, are located in 
the Fellowship Hall in the corner 
opposite of the main entrance.  

• We welcome kids with their wiggles 
and noises in worship. We are also 
aware that as a parent, time away 
from wiggles and noises can be a 
blessing too. You will find our staffed 
nursery (For children 5 and under) by 
the entrance in the far corner of the 
fellowship hall. 

• Assisted Listening Devices are 
available. Please contact the Media 
Booth 

We hope and pray you have a wonderful 
worship experience here today. To learn 
more about the many opportunities to 
participate and volunteer with the ministries 
of ERLC, visit our website: 
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org 

http://www.elca.org/
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org/
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8:30AM ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

The Gathering of God’s People 

Welcome        

Gathering Hymn (#244) “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” v1, 2, & 4 

Lighting the First Advent Candle 

Advent Candle Lighting Song “Kindle This Flame of Hope” 

Confession and Forgiveness  

Song of Praise  “Glory to God” 

The Word of God Proclaimed 

Prayer of the Day  
Kids Connect  
Scripture Readings Matthew 2:1-12 

Sermon Pastor Anne Schaefer 

Hymn of the Day (#294) “In the Bleak Midwinter” 

Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God 

Apostles Creed  

Bidding Prayers  

Sharing of the Peace  

Offering  

Offertory Prayer  

Great Thanksgiving  

Holy, Holy, Holy  “Holy, Holy, Holy” 

Words of Institution  

The Lord’s Prayer “The Lord’s Prayer” 

Communion Hymns “Lamb of God” 

 (#276) “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 

 (#247) “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” 

 (#265) “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” 

Communion Blessing and Prayer  

The Sending of God’s People 

God’s Work Our Hands Confirmation 
Elliot Pruchnik and Carter Schueller 

Community Announcements  

Sending Blessing  

Sending Hymn  (#242) “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 
v1, 3, & 4 

Sending Dialog  
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10:30AM ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

The Gathering of God’s People 

Welcome        

God’s Work Our Hands Confirmation 
Elliot Pruchnik and Carter Schueller 

Sharing of the Peace  

Gathering Song “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 

Lighting the First Advent Candle 
Advent Candle Lighting Song “Light of the World” 
The Word of God Proclaimed 

Prayer of the Day  
Kids Connect  
Scripture Reading Matthew 2:1-12 

Sermon Pastor Anne Schaefer 

Song of the Day “In the Bleak Midwinter (Gloria)” 
 

Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God 

Offering  

Offertory Prayer  

Confession & Forgiveness  

Holy Communion 

The Lord’s Prayer “The Lord’s Prayer” 

Communion Song “This is Love” with “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

Communion Blessing   
  

The Sending of God’s People 

Community Announcements  

Sending Blessing  

Sending Blessing  

Sending Song “Joy to the World” 

Sending Dialog  

  
Liturgy, songs and lyrics are reprinted with permission. Current copyright licenses held 

with CCLI, OneLicense, and Augsburg Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited 

without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  

Confirmation Worship 

Notes Form 
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Worship Volunteers 
 8:30AM Service 10:30AM Service 

 December 1 December 8 December 1 December 8 

Greeters   Larry & Jean Cook Stan & Diane 
Hahn 

Viv & Jim Ayres John & Conni 
Natwick 

Ushers Cedric Olson & 
John Campbell 

Amanda Lemire & 
Dale Ziner 

Pat &  Paula 
Donnelly 

Jeff Schrock &  
Dan Nelson 

Scripture Reader Conni Natwick Dale Ziner Kara Hennig Asher Johnson 

Communion Servers  Tom & Lorie Werk Cedric Olson & 
Debbie Campbell 

Greg & Debby 
Pouliot 

Krista Schrick & 
Martha Hippe 

Communion Steward Dale Ziner Vicki Simpson Cathy Dalnes Samantha 
Tiemens-Anderson 

Mid-Week Communion Fill Chris Hansen Julie Marie 
Haugen 

Chris Hansen Julie Marie 
Haugen 

Powerpoint Operator Michal Pruchnik Levi Ethen Sarah Auel Tyler Carlson 

Soundboard Operator Emily Rotz Kevin Jenkins John Auel Big Tom 

Switcher Operator Nick Campbell Nick Campbell Nick Campbell Nick Campbell 

Volunteer Coordinator Chris Hansen Babs Armagost Chris Hansen Chris Hansen 

 
If you would like to serve, Great! Please contact the Worship Volunteer Coordinating Team so we can get you 
filled in.  If you cannot volunteer for the upcoming Sunday, also contact the Team at erlcvolunteers@gmail.com 
 
 

 

         

  

Christmas Eve 
Worship Volunteer 

Sign Up 

mailto:erlcvolunteers@gmail.com


5 
 
 

News & Opportunities 
 

            Fill a Fire Truck: Donate Here!             
Support the Fill a Fire Truck Event by donating toys and gifts to families in need!  From Nov 
21st - Dec 14th, drop off your donations in the box located in the Fellowship Hall at Elk River 
Lutheran Church.  You can also scan the QR codes to access the wishlist or donate via 
Venmo. Let's spread some holiday cheer together! 

Sing the Season: Join Us for Caroling! 
         Dec. 7 – Santa in the Park 
Sign up for one or more one-hour slots between 2 PM and 6 PM. Meet 
in the Fellowship Hall 15 minutes before your time. Deadline: Dec. 1 

      Dec. 17 – Bells and Carols 
Limited to 14 participants. Meet at Guardian Angels Riverview Landing 
at 5:45 PM.  Deadline: Dec. 10 
How to Sign Up: Scan the QR Codes. Let’s Spread Christmas cheer 

together!       

Kids Christmas Program: Great Love For All 
Calling all PreK - 5th graders! We’re looking for young actors to help us celebrate the birth 
of Jesus in this year’s Christmas Program, Great Love For All. There are both speaking and 
non-speaking roles, and additional opportunities to sing or play music during the program. 
• Program Date: Sunday, December 15 (during both services) 
• Dress Rehearsal: Saturday, December 14, from 9:00 am to noon 
Bring your enthusiasm and holiday spirit! Contact Pastor Anne to sign up or with any 
questions. Let’s make this a memorable celebration!  

Women’s Book Club – All are Welcome! 
Join us for enriching literature and fellowship!  We meet once a month on Mondays @ 

6:30pm in the Lower Level of Elk River Lutheran Church 

December 2: “The Christmas Orphan’s Club”  by Becca Freeman 

January 6: Geography of Bliss” by Erc Weiner 

         Christmas Heritage Treats          
Join us on Sunday, December 8, from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m., during Fellowship Time, to share 

and enjoy delicious Christmas treats that celebrate our heritage! 

      Sign up on the sheet in the Fellowship Hall. 

      Please bring your treats to the church by 9:00 a.m. 

Join Us for Christmas CYF Night! 
Celebrate the season with fellowship, learning, and fun for all ages. Enjoy a pizza dinner, 
Christmas stations filled with games, activities, and karaoke, and a large group gathering. 
Wednesday, December 1 | 6 pm – 7:45 pm  Everyone is Welcome! 
 

Dec 7 Sign Up 
Dec 17 Sign Up 
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Prayer Requests 

Praise the Lord (joys and answered prayers): 

• Julie Marie Haugen’s 11 year old great nephew 
Evan Lambert has returned to school and is 
adjusting. 

• Karen Acers: Heartfelt thanks to everyone at 
ERLC for their prayers for healing, cards for love 
and comfort, and helpfulness during my 
challenging recovery from surgery. God has 
blessed me richly and I am filled with 
GRATITUDE! 

• Karla Lange: Grateful she survived an aortic 
dissection; prayers for her continued recovery. 

 
In Sympathy 
• Family and Friends of Craig Quinn, Father of 

Taylor Quinn 
• Family and Friends of Leona (Lee) Johnson 
• Family and Friends of Carol Summer whose 

funeral luncheon is at ERLC on Saturday, 
November 23rd 

 
For Support 
•   
 
 
Health concerns 
• Kathie Nielsen, cancer (all over). Mother of Pete 

Nielsen 
• Sue Christopher, throat and lung cancer. Friend 

of Pat and Laura Guimont 
• Hartley Dahl 
• Stan Haugen, brother of Julie Marie Haugen, 

triple bi-pass  surgery and aortic valve 
replacement on 11/21  

• Fred Schulte, brother in law, complications with 
knee surgery from June.  

• Diane Patch, sister in law’s sister, compromised 
immune system due to Lupus 

Health concerns continued… 
• Marie Abrahamsson, ongoing bone cancer 

treatment (Pauline Kuhn) 
• Kaye Vaske, recovery from heart procedure on 

11/18 
• Delaney Lundquist, recovery from Spinal Fusion 

Surgery on 11/18 
• Fran Johnson: Found a mass on her kidney; 

undergoing tests 
• Karla Lange, prayers for healing and recovery 
• Irene Billbe, resident of Guardian Angels 

Riverview Landing.  Prayers needed for healing 
• Dorothy H, knee replacement surgery on 11/13 
• Sue C, battling throat cancer 
• Rosemary Rotz, recent cancer diagnosis. Please 

pray for peace, hope and strength 
• Simon Bicek, injured ankle in football game 11/9. 

(grandson of John & Conni Natwick) 
• Michelle Kohn, niece of Steve and Barb Brosko 
• Samantha, radiation going well and then surgery 

later in the month 
• Ardelle Dahlin   
• Dale Ziner - Prayers for continued healing from 

hearing loss.  
• Pam Black: Pam was recently diagnosed with 

glioblastoma. With no treatment options 
available, please pray for peace and strength for 
her and her loved ones during this difficult time. 

• Carol Sindelir, Val Nelson’s sister 
• Linda Retel, trying new chemo drug for brain 

tumor (Pauline Kuhn) 
• Fonda Whalen, dementia 
• Brian Harding 
• Diane McGrath, pancreatic cancer 
• Ken Bucher 
• Kris West, daughter of Bob and Sue Hagen 
• Duane Jerde 

Share Your Prayer Concerns: 
• Email linda@elkriverlutheran.org 

• Fill out on your connection form 

• Contact the church office at (763) 595-1216 

• Fill out form on church website at elkriverlutheran.org 

Generally, prayer requests will run for 3 weeks. If more time is needed, please call the church office 

mailto:linda@elkriverlutheran.org
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