
1 
 

 
 

 

 

December 15, 2024 – Kids & Family 
8:30 and 10:30 Worship Services 

WELCOME 
to Elk River Lutheran Church 

 

Welcome to Elk River Lutheran Church! Whether you 
are joining us in-person or online, we’re glad you’re 
here. Elk River Lutheran Church is a forward-thinking 
congregation made up of people of all ages. We are a 
pretty new church (formed in 2009), located in a 
remodeled bank building on the Mississippi River in 
downtown Elk River. Our mission is: Trusting in God’s 
grace, an accepting, joyful community, serving God 
and neighbor.   
 
We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and celebrate the work 
we’re able to do together as a denomination (to learn 
more about the ELCA visit www.elca.org).  We 
welcome all people and as a Reconciling in Christ 
(RIC) congregation that welcome extends to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 
 

Please fill out the enclosed Connection Form slip and 
drop it in an offering plate to receive more information 
about Elk River Lutheran or share prayer concerns. 

Things to know  
for the service: 

• Bathrooms, complete with changing 
tables for little ones, are located in 
the Fellowship Hall in the corner 
opposite of the main entrance.  

• We welcome kids with their wiggles 
and noises in worship. We are also 
aware that as a parent, time away 
from wiggles and noises can be a 
blessing too. You will find our staffed 
nursery (For children 5 and under) by 
the entrance in the far corner of the 
fellowship hall. 

• Assisted Listening Devices are 
available. Please contact the Media 
Booth 

We hope and pray you have a wonderful 
worship experience here today. To learn 
more about the many opportunities to 
participate and volunteer with the ministries 
of ERLC, visit our website: 
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org 

http://www.elca.org/
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org/
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8:30AM ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

The Gathering of God’s People 

Welcome        

Lighting the Advent Candles 
 

The Word of God Proclaimed 

Kids Christmas Program “Great Love for All” 

Scene 1:               
Scene 2:              
Scene 3:               
Scene 4:               
Scene 5: 
Stories Beyond: 
Scene 6: 

Heaven 
Observation Tower 
Bethlehem 
Herod’s Palace 
A Sheep Field Outside Bethlehem 
Pagan Traditions 
Luma’s House 

Hymn of the Day "Joy to the World" 

 

Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God 

Sharing of the Peace  

Offering "Away in a Manger "and "We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas" featuring Levi and Libby Ethen 

Offertory Prayer  

Holy Communion  

The Lord’s Prayer  

Communion Hymns "Lamb of God" 

 (#278) "Away in a Manger" 

 (#284) "'Twas in the Moonlight of Wintertime" 

 (#282) "It Came Upon a Midnight Clear" 

Communion Blessing and Prayer  
 

The Sending of God’s People 

Community Announcements  

Sending Blessing  

Sending Hymn (#275) "Angels From the Realms of Glory" v1 & 4 

Sending Dialog  
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10:30AM ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

The Gathering of God’s People 

Welcome        

Sharing of the Peace  

Lighting the Advent Candles 
 

The Word of God Proclaimed 

Kids Christmas Program “Great Love for All” 

Scene 1:               
Scene 2:              
Scene 3:               
Scene 4:               
Scene 5: 
Stories Beyond: 
Scene 6: 

Heaven 
Observation Tower 
Bethlehem 
Herod’s Palace 
A Sheep Field Outside Bethlehem 
Pagan Traditions 
Luma’s House 

Song of the Day "Joy to the World" 
 

Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God 

Offering "Away in a Manger "and "We Wish You a Merry Christmas" 
featuring Levi and Libby Ethen 

Offertory Prayer  

Holy Communion 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Communion Song "Midnight Clear" 

Communion Blessing   
  

The Sending of God’s People 

Community Announcements  

Sending Blessing  

Sending Song  "Good Christian Friends, Rejoice" 

Sending Dialog  

  Liturgy, songs and lyrics are reprinted with permission. Current copyright licenses held 

with CCLI, OneLicense, and Augsburg Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited 

without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  

 

“Great Joy for All Copyright © 2024 Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, 

Minnesota. All rights reserved. Used by permission.” 

Confirmation Worship 

Notes Form 
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“Great Love for All” CAST LIST 
 

GABRIEL, the messenger angel.                       Jackson Larson 
CLARENCE, a helpful angel. (Yes, named for It’s A Wonderful Life.)          Payton Brown 
CASPER/CASSI, a magi (aka “wise man”).                      Cora Clements 
MELCHIOR, a magi (aka “wise man”).                    Joel Ethen 
BALTHAZAR, a magi (aka “wise man”).                  Emmet Pruchnik 
MARY, the mother of Jesus.                     Evelyn Kallsen 
JOSEPH, Mary’s fiancé.                     Frederick Martinson 
LUMA / LUMO, a resident of Bethlehem and family member of Joseph.             Teddy Mugaas 
SHEPHERD 1                            Gwen Scheff 
SCRIBE, an assistant to King Herod.                    Alex Knutson 
MESSENGER, an assistant to King Herod.                   Stanley Mugaas 
NARRATOR, the reader of the Story Beyond in the Interlude.           Elliot Pruchnik 
KATA , a resident of Bethlehem and GRAHAM, an assistant of King Herod        Brynlee Overbye 
HEROD, the ruler of Judea and SHEPHERD 2. -                     Libby Ethen 
BARNYARD ANIMALS/SHEEP:          John Beiswenger, Adley Carlson, Emma Carlson, Rodric Clements,  

      Helen Lemire, Herbert Lemire, Nettie Martinson, Ben Mugaas, Isaac Rotz 
 

Worship Volunteers 
 8:30AM Service 10:30AM Service 

 December 15 December 22 December 15 December 22 

Greeters   Michal & Elliot 
Pruchnik 

Doug & Donna 
Mathison 

Lee & Peg Davies Nathan & Jessica 
Sandvig 

Ushers Tom & Lorie Werk Ed & Deb Shellum Rick Bock &  
Mike Anderson 

Tom & LuAnn 
Wingard 

Scripture Reader     

Communion Servers  Cale Stanley-
Wornson & Jenny 

Pruchnik 

Sue & Paul Hovde Jodie Dahlheimer 
& Nancy Bock 

Zoey Day &  
Sarah Chur 

Communion Steward Julie Marie 
Haugen 

John Barthel Greg Pouliot Martha Hippe 

Mid-Week Communion Fill Jana Lundquist Marlys Olson Jana Lundquist Marlys Olson 

Powerpoint Operator Dale Ziner Mary Barthel Grace Livingston Katherine Horner 

Soundboard Operator Bennett Johnson Emily Rotz Emily Rotz Kevin Jenkins 

Switcher Operator Nick Campbell Adam Horner Nick Campbell Adam Horner 

Volunteer Coordinator Jenny Pruchnik Babs Armagost Chris Hansen Chris Hansen 

 
If you would like to serve, Great! Please contact the Worship Volunteer Coordinating Team so we can get you 
filled in.  If you cannot volunteer for the upcoming Sunday, also contact the Team at erlcvolunteers@gmail.com 
 
 

 

mailto:erlcvolunteers@gmail.com
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News & Opportunities 
Bells and Carols Carolers: Important Reminder! 
Thank you for signing up to spread Christmas cheer at our Bells and Carols event on 
December 17th! 

      Where to Meet: Guardian Angels Riverview Landing 

         When to Arrive: 5:45 PM 
We look forward to singing with you and making this evening magical for all. See you there!  

Blue Christmas: A Service of Solace & Comfort 

Join us for a special service on Wednesday, December 18, at 7:00 PM at Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Church (1326 4th St NW, Elk River). This reflective gathering is for anyone 
experiencing loss, depression, anxiety, or struggle during the holiday season. Co-hosted by 
Elk River Lutheran, Union UCC, and Holy Trinity Episcopal, all are welcome. 

Special Guest Musician: Rachel Kurtz 

Join us on Sunday, December 22, as Rachel Kurtz leads us in music and worship during both 
the 8:30 AM and 10:30 AM services. Rachel is a dynamic musician and speaker, and we are 
thrilled to welcome her to Elk River Lutheran. Invite a friend and come be inspired! 

 
      Experience the Joy of Lessons and Carols!          

Join us on Sunday, December 29, at 8:30am or 10:30am for a special Lessons and Carols 

Worship Service. This cherished tradition weaves together         Scripture and     song to tell 

the story of God’s promises, the birth of Christ, and our call to share the       Good News. 
Celebrate the season with this beautiful service of reflection and music!  

Christmas Eve 
Worship Volunteer 

Sign Up 
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Prayer Requests 

Praise the Lord (joys and answered prayers): 
• Linda Quam's heart surgery was a success!  She's 

recovering well after having two valves repaired.  
She hopes to come home from Mayo at the the 
week of Dec 9th.  Thanks be to God! 

• Julie Marie Haugen’s 11 year old great nephew 
Evan Lambert has returned to school and is 
adjusting. 

 
In Sympathy 
• Family and Friends of Dorothy Stein whose Dare’ 

Funeral Luncheon is at ERLC Dec 19th 
• Family and friends of Ethan Monroe 
• Family and Friends of Pam Black 
• Jenny Pruchnik and family, grieving the 

unexpected passing of her uncle. 
• Family and Friends of Craig Quinn, Father of 

Taylor Quinn 
• Family and Friends of Leona (Lee) Johnson 
 
For Support 
• Kayla Voerding-Gibson, friend of ShaVon Erickson 
• Peace for Linda Niemeyer’s neighbor and his 

family as they grieve the loss of his father who 
died last month. 

Health concerns 
• Kenny Wagner, Family friend of Martha Hippe. 

Hospitalized with heart failure and sepsis 
• Chuck Jesinoski, kidney cancer 
• Laura Guimont, knee replacement 12/9 
• Karla Lange is home from hospital after getting 

pacemaker. Prayers for rest and healing to 
restore her energy. 

• Jared Stevens’ mom, surgery 
• Sam, daughter of  Linda Niemeyer. Prayers for 

peace and healing as she undergoes surgery on 
Dec 23. 

• Kathie Nielsen, hospice after metastasized cancer 
found. Mother of Pete Nielsen 

• Sue Christopher, throat and lung cancer. Friend 
of Pat and Laura Guimont 

• Hartley Dahl 
• Stan Haugen, brother of Julie Marie Haugen, 

triple bi-pass  surgery and aortic valve 
replacement on 11/21  

• Fred Schulte, Julie Marie Haugen’s brother in law, 
complications with knee surgery from June.  

• Diane Patch, Julie Marie Haugen’s sister in law’s 
sister, compromised immune system due to 
Lupus 
Carol Sindelir, Val Nelson’s sister 

• Linda Retel, trying new chemo drug for brain 
tumor (Pauline Kuhn) 

• Fonda Whalen, dementia 
• Brian Harding 
• Diane McGrath, pancreatic cancer 
• Ken Bucher 
• Kris West, daughter of Bob and Sue Hagen 
• Duane Jerde 

  

Share Your Prayer Concerns: 
• Email linda@elkriverlutheran.org 

• Fill out on your connection form 

• Contact the church office at (763) 595-1216 

• Fill out form on church website at 
elkriverlutheran.org 

Generally, prayer requests will run for 3 weeks. If 
more time is needed, please call the church office 

mailto:linda@elkriverlutheran.org
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