May 18,

2025

9:30am Worship Services

Getting Over

Care for Your Whole-Self
(Mind, Body, & Spirit)

WELCOME
to Elk River Lutheran Church

Welcome to Elk River Lutheran Church! Whether you
are joining us in-person or online, we're glad you’re
here. EIk River Lutheran Church is a forward-thinking
congregation made up of people of all ages. We are a
pretty new church (formed in 2009), located in a
remodeled bank building on the Mississippi River in
downtown Elk River. Our mission is: Trusting in God'’s
grace, an accepting, joyful community, serving God
and neighbor.

We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA) and celebrate the work
we’re able to do together as a denomination (to learn
more about the ELCA visit www.elca.org). We
welcome all people and as a Reconciling in Christ
(RIC) congregation that welcome extends to the
LGBTQ+ community.

Please fill out the enclosed Connection Form slip and
drop it in an offering plate to receive more information
about Elk River Lutheran or share prayer concerns.
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Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting,
joyful community, serving God & neighbor.

Things to know

for the service:

e Bathrooms, complete with changing
tables for little ones, are located in
the Fellowship Hall in the corner
opposite of the main entrance.

e We welcome kids with their wiggles
and noises in worship. We are also
aware that as a parent, time away
from wiggles and noises can be a
blessing too. You will find our staffed
nursery (For children 5 and under) by
the entrance in the far corner of the
fellowship hall.

e Assisted Listening Devices are
available. Please contact the Media
Booth

We hope and pray you have a wonderful
worship experience here today. To learn
more about the many opportunities to
participate and volunteer with the ministries
of ERLC, visit our website:
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org



http://www.elca.org/
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org/

Worship Volunteers

9:30AM Service 8:30AM Service 10:30AM Service
May 18 May 25 May 25
Greeters Orlyn & Lucy Boeshans Conni Natwick
Martha Hippe
Ushers Bob & Sandy Krumwiede | Jane & Chuck Cazett Dan Nelson
Rick Bock
Scripture Reader John Barthel Vicki Granros John Natwick
Communion Servers Cedric & Marlys Olson Pat & Paula Donnelly
Communion Steward John Barthel Nancy Bock
Mid-Week Communion Julie Marie Haugen Julie Marie Haugen
Fill
Powerpoint Operator Krista Schrock Dale Ziner Shari Howland
Soundboard Operator Jeff Schrock Bennett Johnson Justin Howland
Switcher Operator Nick Campbell Nick Campbell Nick Campbell
Volunteer Coordinator Chris Hansen Vicki Simpson Sue Sass

If you would like to serve, Great! Please contact the Worship Volunteer Coordinating Team so we can get you
filled in. If you cannot volunteer for the upcoming Sunday, also contact the Team at erlcvolunteers@gmail.com

Downtown Block Party

Sunday, May 18 11:00am-1:00pm

Elk River Lutheran Church
729 Main Street - Elk River

Event is Free &
Open to the Public
Free Food- v e
-Bounce House-
-Carnival Games
w/ Prizes:
-Live Music-
-Dazzling Dave
Yo Yo Master-

== J%Elk River
“ LUTHERAN

W)


mailto:erlcvolunteers@gmail.com

ORDER OF WORSHIP

THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE

WELCOME

GATHERING SONG (#641) “All Are Welcome” ¥*-3%*

VERSE 1

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live,

a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive.

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:

REFRAIN
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

VERSE 3

Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat:
a banquet hall on holy ground where peace and justice meet.

Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space;
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: REFRAIN

VERSE 4

Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they've known.
Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God's face;

let us bring an end to fear and danger: REFRAIN

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Let us come before God with honesty and hope, trusting in mercy that meets us right
where we are.

Merciful God,
we confess that we are overwhelmed—
by responsibilities we cannot escape,



by fears we struggle to name,

by pressures that drain our joy.

In our exhaustion, we turn inward.

We miss the needs of our neighbors
and forget your call to love.

Forgive us, renew us, and lift us.

Teach us to rest in your grace,

to breathe deeply of your Spirit,

and to live with open hands and hearts.
Amen.

People of God, hear this promise:

God does not tire of us. God does not give up on us. In Jesus Christ—who knew our
burdens, bore our sins, and overcame even death—you are forgiven. By the power of
the Holy Spirit, may you rise today with unburdened hearts, renewed purpose, and the
peace that surpasses understanding. In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE “For All That You Have Done”

VERSE 1
Your grace will never be forgot. Your mercy all my life
Will be my soul's forever song, My story and my light.

CHORUS

For all that You have done for us, For every battle won,
We'll raise a song to bless Your heart;

For all that You have done.



THE WORD OF GOD PROCLAIMED

Let us pray.

Healing God, you knit us together—mind, body, and spirit—and call us good.
Renew us through rest and play, strengthen us through prayer and presence,
and empower us to care for ourselves and others with gentleness and grace.
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING: Mark 12:28-31

28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and
seeing that he answered them well he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of
all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is
one; 30 you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength.” 31 The second is this, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these.”

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

SERMON Pastor Nathan Mugaas
SONG OF THE DAY “Love Round”
PART 1

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and your soul, and all your mind,
and love all humankind as you would love yourself.

PART 2
And love the lord your God with all your heart (tick tick tick BOOM),
and all your soul and mind, and love all humankind

PART 3
We’ve got Christian lives to live, we've got Jesus Christ to give,
We’'ve got nothing to hide because in God we all find love.

5



SHARING & RECEIVING THE GIFTS OF GOD
APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

BIDDING PRAYERS

Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING "Stand in that River"
by Moira Smiley
featuring Carley Sorenson and Kara Hennig with Taylor Quinn
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Gracious God, when life feels like too much, you meet us with peace and
purpose. Take what we offer today— and use it to lift the burdened, feed the
hungry, and bring light to those in darkness, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

NEIGHBOR LITANY

The Apostle Paul writes: “Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor.”
(1 Cor 10:24)
May we seek the good of our neighbors.

The old maple trees along the boulevard

have burley roots that rise up,

causing my sidewalk to buckle.

But | can’t stay mad

about the concrete cracks for long,

their leaves like a rough apology each autumn.
So fierce and sincere.

Jesus said, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12:31)
May we love our neighbors as ourselves!

| can tell you the names of dogs

who promenade like clockwork,
dragging their humans toward squirrels
or looking smug while poop is collected
from the lawn.

The Psalmist encourages us to worship with creation saying, “Praise God, hills and
mountains, fruit trees and forests; all animals, tame and wild, reptiles and birds.”
(Psalm 148:9-10)

May we honor creation and worship alongside the whole world!



Sometimes the widow next door plays hopscotch.
Kids giggle and hold her cane,

then help carry her groceries to the door.

We are losing our battle to her crabgrass,

but I'd rather lose together

than win without her.

The Apostle Paul writes, “I thank my God every time | remember you.” (Phil 1:3)
Thank you for our church, our neighbors, and our neighborhood! Amen!

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THE SENDING OF GOD’S PEOPLE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING OF CONGREGATION

May the God who delights in your goodness bless you, keep you, and hold you in the
depths of love and mercy. In the name of the Triune God +

Amen.

SENDING SONG (#774) "What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine" V14?2

VERSE 1
What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms;
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms.

REFRAIN
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms.



VERSE 2

Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
leaning on the everlasting arms;

oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
leaning on the everlasting arms. REFRAIN

SENDING DIALOG
“Go in peace. Share the good news.”
“We will, thanks be to God!”

Liturgy, songs and lyrics are reprinted with permission. Current copyright licenses held with CCLI, OneLicense, and Augsburg
Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

News & Opportunities

Summer Festival Camp at Gustavus
Hﬁn Middle School and High School students are invited to a week of fun,

WAL faith, and friendship at Gustavus Adolphus College!
FE High School Camp: July 13-16 ¢ Middle School Camp: July 20-23
Cost is $295.

Register now: https://erlc.breezechms.com/form/1c9104991

Join us for enriching literature and fellowship. All are Welcome!

We meet once a month on Mondays at 6:30pm in the lower
level of Elk River Lutheran.

* June 2 Book: “The Personal Librarian”, by Marie Benedict

* July 7 Book: “The God of the Woods”, by Liz Moore -

* August 4 Book: “Life in a Jar: The Irena Sendler Project” by Jack Mayer
Contact amyanderson75@gmail.com or sunshinepearl37@gmail.com for more details

We're Hiring: Online Broadcast Specialist
Elk River Lutheran Church is hiring a part-time Online Broadcast Specialist to help livestream our Sunday
worship services and edit/post our Power By Love podcast.

e Hours: Sundays, 8:00 am — 12:00 pm

e Pay: 520-$25/hour (based on experience)

e Start Date: June 15

¢ Training Provided — to be completed by July 15
If you're tech-savvy, dependable, and excited to support our online ministry, we’d love to hear from you!
Apply by May 20 by emailing Taylor at: taylor@elkriverlutheran.org
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Prayer Requests

Praise the Lord (joys and answered prayers):

* For the vibrant Downtown Elk River
community we’re blessed to be part of —may
today’s outdoor worship and block party
strengthen connections, spread joy, and
reflect God’s love to our neighbors.

* Thank You for all of your prayers. Bob Werk
(Tom Werk’s Brother) has progressed with his
therapy so that he is able to go home to
continue his therapy. Still has a long road
ahead but making progress.

In Sympathy

* Family and Friends of Joann Stillwell

* Family and Friends of Diane McGrath

* Family and Friends of Darrell Gildemeister
(Service at ERLC on Saturday June 7)

* Family and Friends of Jerry Wersinger

For Support

* For the eating disorder recovery community
as they strive towards wellness and struggle
with loss.

Health concerns

* Larry Cook, hearing loss

* Mark Johnson, cellulitis infection condition

* Mary Forster, to recover from rash and get
better sleep

« Joanne, 2" blood clot, flu, hospitalized for
dehydration. Friend of Vicki Simpson

* Linda Quam, recovering from foot surgery,
gall bladder and heart surgery. Still not
walking.

* Mike Quam, unsure what is happening.
Working to get him into Mayo

* Dale Ziner

* Babs Armagost, cancer treatment and the
effects of chemo

* Carol Sindelir, Val Nelson’s sister

* Karla Lange

* Kay Foss, Karen Froelich’s cousin, esophageal
and stomach cancer

* Tom Leach, brother-in-law of Karen Acers.
Louis bodies dementia and fractured pelvis.
Now in rehab facility.

* Fonda Whalen, dementia

* Brian Harding

* Ken Bucher

* Kris West, daughter of Bob and Sue Hagen

* Duane Jerde

Share Your Prayer Concerns:

e Email linda@elkriverlutheran.org
e Fill out on your connection form
- e Contact the church office at (763) 595-1216

e Fill out form on church website at elkriverlutheran.org

Generally, prayer requests will run for 3 weeks. If more time is needed, please call the church office
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