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August 24, 2025  
8:30 and 10:30 Worship Services 

WELCOME 
to Elk River Lutheran Church 

 

Welcome to Elk River Lutheran Church! Whether you 
are joining us in-person or online, we’re glad you’re 
here. Elk River Lutheran Church is a forward-thinking 
congregation made up of people of all ages. We are a 
pretty new church (formed in 2009), located in a 
remodeled bank building on the Mississippi River in 
downtown Elk River. Our mission is: Trusting in God’s 
grace, an accepting, joyful community, serving God 
and neighbor.   
 
We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and celebrate the work 
we’re able to do together as a denomination (to learn 
more about the ELCA visit www.elca.org).  We 
welcome all people and as a Reconciling in Christ 
(RIC) congregation that welcome extends to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 
 

Please fill out the enclosed Connection Form slip and 
drop it in an offering plate to receive more information 
about Elk River Lutheran or share prayer concerns. 

Things to know  
for the service: 

• Bathrooms, complete with changing 
tables for little ones, are located in 
the Fellowship Hall in the corner 
opposite of the main entrance.  

• We welcome kids with their wiggles 
and noises in worship. We are also 
aware that as a parent, time away 
from wiggles and noises can be a 
blessing too. You will find our staffed 
nursery (For children 5 and under) by 
the entrance in the far corner of the 
fellowship hall. 

• Assisted Listening Devices are 
available. Please contact the Media 
Booth 

We hope and pray you have a wonderful 
worship experience here today. To learn 
more about the many opportunities to 
participate and volunteer with the ministries 
of ERLC, visit our website: 
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org 

 

God is a Friend Forever 

http://www.elca.org/
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org/
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8:30AM ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

The Gathering of God’s People 

Welcome        

Gathering Hymn (#389) “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing” v1, 4 & 5 

Confession and Forgiveness  

Song of Praise (p167)  “Glory to God in the Highest” 

 

The Word of God Proclaimed 

Prayer of the Day 

Suckers and Bible Stories “God’s Love is Forever” 

Scripture Readings Matthew 28:16–20 

Sermon Pastor Anne Schaefer  

Hymn of the Day (#575) “In Christ Called to Baptize” v1, 3 & 4 
 

Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God 

Apostles Creed 

Bidding Prayers  

Sharing of the Peace  

Offering  

Offertory Prayer  

Great Thanksgiving  

Holy, Holy, Holy (p173) “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” 

Words of Institution   

The Lord’s Prayer  

Lamb of God (p174) “Lamb of God” 

Communion Hymns (#496) “One Bread, One Body” 

 (#471) “Let Us Break Bread Together” 

Communion Blessing & Prayer   
  

The Sending of God’s People 

Community Announcements  

Sending Blessing  

Sending Hymn (#661) “I Love to Tell the Story” v. 1 & 3 

Sending Dialog  
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10:30AM ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

The Gathering of God’s People 

Welcome        

Sharing of the Peace  

Gathering Song “The Table” 
 

The Word of God Proclaimed 

Prayer of the Day 

Suckers and Bible Stories “God’s Love is Forever” 

Scripture Readings Matthew 28:16–20 

Sermon Pastor Anne Schaefer  

Song of the Day “God of Justice” 
 

Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God 

Offering "Rest in the Father"  
featuring ERLC worship band 

Offertory Prayer  

Confession and Forgiveness  

Holy Communion  

The Lord’s Prayer  

Communion Song “No Outsiders” 

Communion Blessing   
  

The Sending of God’s People 

Community Announcements  

Sending Blessing  

Sending Song “The Church Song” 

Sending Dialog  

  

 

  

Liturgy, songs and lyrics are reprinted with permission. Current copyright licenses held with CCLI, OneLicense, and Augsburg 

Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  
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Worship Volunteers 
 8:30AM Service 10:30AM Service 

 August 24 August 31 August 24 August 31 

Greeters   Wayne & Ruth 
Traaseth 

Renee Thurmer 
Annika Gottschalk 

Lee & Peg Davies John & Conni 
Natwick 

Ushers Tom & Lorie Werk Patsy & Don 
Anundsen 

Julie Parks 
Lisa Bossany 

Viv & Jim Ayres 

Scripture Reader Kari Christianson Vicki Granros Kelli Horner Laura Guimont 

Communion Servers  Amy Cox 
Milo Christianson 

Vicki Simpson 
Marlys & Cedric 

Olson 

Melania Larson 
Katherine Horner 

Sarah Chur 

Communion Steward Cedric Olson Julie Marie Haugen Chris Hansen Lisa Bossany 

Mid-Week Communion Fill Cedric & Marlys 
Olson 

Chris Hansen Cedric & Marlys 
Olson 

Chris Hansen 

Powerpoint Operator Mike Pruchnik Dale Ziner Shari Howland Krista Schrock 

Soundboard Operator Bennett Johnson Kevin Jenkins Emily Rotz Jeff Schrock 

Switcher Operator Tom Clements Tom Clements Tom Clements Tom Clements 

Volunteer Coordinator Vicki Simpson 
Jenny Pruchnik 

Vicki Simpson 
Jenny Pruchnik 

Chris Hansen Chris Hansen 

 
If you would like to serve, Great! Please contact the Worship Volunteer Coordinating Team so we can get you 
filled in.  If you cannot volunteer for the upcoming Sunday, also contact the Team at erlcvolunteers@gmail.com 
 

  

mailto:erlcvolunteers@gmail.com
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Announcements 

LSS Matching Gift Challenge – All August 
Every dollar you give will be matched by our Mission Endowment Fund 
– up to $4,000 
Elk River Lutheran has a long history of supporting LSS and their vital 
work with refugees. This year, federal funding for refugee services has 
been suspended. Whie new arrivals have paused, many refugees already 
here still need care, support, and help adjusting to life in Minnesota. 
GIVE through any of our usual channels (offering envelope, online, or 
mail). Be sure to note “Lutheran Social Services – Refugee Services”.   Thank you for 
helping us double our impact and care for neighbors in need. 

Meals on Wheels – September 

Elk River Lutheran will be delivering meals for Meals on Wheels weekdays throughout the 
month of September. 
• Meals picked up daily at 10:30 AM 
• Delivery takes about an hour 
Interested in helping out for a day or a week? Contact: 
Barb Overbye – 612-799-5929 – boverbye@gmail.com 
Linda Felska – 763-242-5319 – thefelskas@aol.com 
Thank you for helping fill our schedule! 

 

Maintenance Mondays Are Back! 
Join us this summer (August 25) on the last Monday of the month at 9:30am for coffee, 
conversation, and some fix-it fun around the church! We'll review the day’s project list and 
divide up to tackle tasks—big and small. It’s a great way to lend a hand and connect with 
others! 

🎶 Carnegie Hall Watch Party 
August 27 at 7:00 PM 
Join us in the sanctuary for a special evening as we relive Elk River Lutheran’s incredible 
Carnegie Hall performance! Eleven of our choir members joined musicians from across the 
country this June to perform in New York City. We’ll enjoy a 45-minute recording of the 
concert, share stories from the trip, and celebrate together. Refreshments will be served. All 
are welcome! 

Donate Supplies for LWR School Kits 
Partner with the Quilters and Women’s Bible study and donate supplies 

for Lutheran World Relief School Kits.  Shopping list can be found on the 

tall black round table in the fellowship hall or scan QR code or visit our 

website at elkriverlutheran.org/caring-faith 

Deadline: Sunday, August 24 
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Prayer Requests 

Praise the Lord (joys and answered prayers): 

• Cleo Hansen, so very blessed 
 

In Sympathy 
• Family and Friends of Pat Donnelly (Memorial 

Service at 11apm on Thursday August 14th, 
visitation 1 hour prior, luncheon to follow) 

• Family and Friends of Kimberly Jodlowski, 
daughter of Donna Mathison. (Open House 
Celebration of Life from 12pm – 3pm at Elk River 
Lutheran Church Community Room on Saturday, 
August 16.) 

• Family and Friends of Tom Marcotte, brother-in-
law of Carolyn Mitzuk 

• Family and Friends of Marci Samuelson, Renee 
Thurmer’s mom and Sean and Annika 
Gottschalk’s grandmother. She passed away 
August 2nd from a brain aneurysm. 

 
For Support 
• Pete and Linda Nielsen and son Kyle, house fire 
• Hans K, a student from Germany joining Pat & 

Laura Guimont. Prayers for safe travel and a safe 
and enjoyable experience in MN and the USA 

• Family of Jared Stevens 

 

  

Health concerns 

• Hartley Dahl 
• Kathryn Gilson, friend & co-worker of Anne 

Popovich. Threw a pulmonary embolism after 
foot surgery. She is in critical care at Regions 
fighting for her life.  

• Lila Mathias, David Lorenz’ Mother 
• John Beiswenger, battling an autoimmune 

disease  
• Carol, back surgery 
• Shannon Helfrich, Debbie Campbell’s sister. She 

is holding her own and in good spirits 
• Les Ferguson, healing from a fall 
• Phyllis Ferguson 
• Donna Mathison, in hospice care 
• Cody Schueller (family of Nettie and Hans 

DuBois): cellulitis in his legs 
• Carol Sindelir, Val Nelson’s sister 
• Jen Schnichels, waiting for a heart transplant 
• Loretta Mae Roden, Mike Roden’s mom, in 

hospice care. 
• Pastor Cynthia (Cyndi) Ganzkow-Wold, in hospice 

care (First called Pastor at Elk River Lutheran 
Church) 

• Toby Roden, Mike Roden’s son. At Courage 
Kennedy dealing with cervical neck trauma 

• Babs Armagost, cancer treatment and the effects 
of chemo 

• Karla Lange  
• Kay Foss, Karen Froelich’s cousin, esophageal and 

stomach cancer 
• Tom Leach, brother-in-law of Karen Acers. Louis 

bodies dementia and fractured pelvis. Now in 
rehab facility. 

• Fonda Whalen, dementia 
• Brian Harding 
• Ken Bucher 
• Kris West, daughter of Bob and Sue Hagen 
• Duane Jerde 

 

 

Share Your Prayer Concerns: 
• Email linda@elkriverlutheran.org 

• Fill out on your connection form 

• Contact the church office at (763) 595-1216 

• Fill out form on church website at 
elkriverlutheran.org 

Generally, prayer requests will run for 3 weeks. If more 
time is needed, please call the church office        

mailto:linda@elkriverlutheran.org

