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August 31, 2025  
8:30 and 10:30 Worship Services 

WELCOME 
to Elk River Lutheran Church 

 

Welcome to Elk River Lutheran Church! Whether you 
are joining us in-person or online, we’re glad you’re 
here. Elk River Lutheran Church is a forward-thinking 
congregation made up of people of all ages. We are a 
pretty new church (formed in 2009), located in a 
remodeled bank building on the Mississippi River in 
downtown Elk River. Our mission is: Trusting in God’s 
grace, an accepting, joyful community, serving God 
and neighbor.   
 
We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and celebrate the work 
we’re able to do together as a denomination (to learn 
more about the ELCA visit www.elca.org).  We 
welcome all people and as a Reconciling in Christ 
(RIC) congregation that welcome extends to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 
 

Please fill out the enclosed Connection Form slip and 
drop it in an offering plate to receive more information 
about Elk River Lutheran or share prayer concerns. 

Things to know  
for the service: 

• Bathrooms, complete with changing 
tables for little ones, are located in 
the Fellowship Hall in the corner 
opposite of the main entrance.  

• We welcome kids with their wiggles 
and noises in worship. We are also 
aware that as a parent, time away 
from wiggles and noises can be a 
blessing too. You will find our staffed 
nursery (For children 5 and under) by 
the entrance in the far corner of the 
fellowship hall. 

• Assisted Listening Devices are 
available. Please contact the Media 
Booth 

We hope and pray you have a wonderful 
worship experience here today. To learn 
more about the many opportunities to 
participate and volunteer with the ministries 
of ERLC, visit our website: 
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org 

 

God is a Friend For Everyone 

http://www.elca.org/
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org/
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8:30AM ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

The Gathering of God’s People 

Welcome        

Gathering Hymn (#522) “As We Gather at Your Table” 

Confession and Forgiveness  

Song of Praise (p167)  “Glory to God in the Highest” 

 

The Word of God Proclaimed 

Prayer of the Day 

Suckers and Bible Stories “Peter’s Dream” 

Scripture Readings Acts 16:9–15 

Sermon Pastor Nathan Mugaas  

Hymn of the Day (#641) “All are Welcome” v1, 3, 4 & 5 
 

Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God 

Apostles Creed 

Bidding Prayers  

Sharing of the Peace  

Offering  

Offertory Prayer  

Great Thanksgiving  

Holy, Holy, Holy (p173) “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” 

Words of Institution   

The Lord’s Prayer  

Lamb of God (p174) “Lamb of God” 

Communion Hymns (#461) “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” 

 (#498) “United at the Table” 

Communion Blessing & Prayer   
  

The Sending of God’s People 

Community Announcements  

Sending Blessing  

Sending Hymn (#453) “Baptized and Set Free” 

Sending Dialog  
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10:30AM ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

The Gathering of God’s People 

Welcome        

Sharing of the Peace  

Gathering Song “Everlasting Love” 
 

The Word of God Proclaimed 

Prayer of the Day 

Suckers and Bible Stories “Peter’s Dream” 

Scripture Readings Acts 16:9–15 

Sermon Pastor Nathan Mugaas  

Song of the Day “Vagabonds” 
 

Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God 

Offering  

Offertory Prayer  

Confession and Forgiveness  

Holy Communion  

The Lord’s Prayer  

Communion Song “Your Peace Will Make Us One” 

Communion Blessing   
  

The Sending of God’s People 

Community Announcements  

Sending Blessing  

Sending Song “I Belong” 

Sending Dialog  

  

 

  

Liturgy, songs and lyrics are reprinted with permission. Current copyright licenses held with CCLI, OneLicense, and Augsburg 

Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  
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Worship Volunteers 
 8:30AM Service 10:30AM Service 

 August 31 September 7 August 31 September 7 

Greeters   Renee Thurmer 
Annika Gottschalk 

Jerry & Marianne 
Jackson 

John & Conni 
Natwick 

Greg & Debby 
Pouliot 

Ushers Patsy & Don 
Anundsen 

Roger & Sharon 
Rinerson 

Viv & Jim Ayres Anthony Schaefer 
Dan Nelson 

Scripture Reader Vicki Granros Debbie Campbell Laura Guimont Vicki Sackmeister 

Communion Servers  Vicki Simpson 
Marlys & Cedric 

Olson 

Paul & Sue Hovde Rod Hansen 
Laura Guimont 

Sarah Chur 

Melania Larson 
Kelli Horner 

Communion Steward Julie Marie Haugen John Barthel Lisa Bossany Zoey Day 

Mid-Week Communion Fill Chris Hansen Lisa Bossany Chris Hansen Lisa Bossany 

Powerpoint Operator Dale Ziner Mary Barthel Krista Schrock Katherine Horner 

Soundboard Operator Kevin Jenkins Bennett Johnson Jeff Schrock Emily Rotz 

Switcher Operator Tom Clements Tom Clements Tom Clements Tom Clements 

Volunteer Coordinator Vicki Simpson Vicki Simpson 
Jenny Pruchnik 

Chris Hansen Chris Hansen 

 
If you would like to serve, Great! Please contact the Worship Volunteer Coordinating Team so we can get you 
filled in.  If you cannot volunteer for the upcoming Sunday, also contact the Team at erlcvolunteers@gmail.com 
 

LIFE Groups Are Back This Fall! 
LIFE (Living in Faith Everyday) Groups are small groups of 8–12 people who meet weekly for 
six weeks (plus a fun bonus week) to share conversation, build relationships, and grow in 
faith. Groups gather in homes or other spaces, with hosts providing hospitality and 
facilitators guiding discussion using provided questions—no expertise required. 
We’re looking for hosts and facilitators now! Leaders choose the time and place, and may 
invite friends or neighbors to form a group. Sign-ups begin in September, but you can start 
forming groups today. 
Interested? Contact Pastor Nathan at pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org. 

LSS Matching Gift Challenge – All August 
Every dollar you give will be matched by our Mission Endowment Fund 
– up to $4,000 
Elk River Lutheran has a long history of supporting LSS and their vital 
work with refugees. This year, federal funding for refugee services has 
been suspended. Whie new arrivals have paused, many refugees already 
here still need care, support, and help adjusting to life in Minnesota. 
GIVE through any of our usual channels (offering envelope, online, or 
mail). Be sure to note “Lutheran Social Services – Refugee Services”. 

  

mailto:erlcvolunteers@gmail.com
mailto:pastornathan@elkriverlutheran.org
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September 7 – October 12, 2025 

 

We say it often: “The church is not a building—it’s the people.” But what does that really mean? This fall, we’ll 

explore what it looks like to be the church together—not just on Sundays but in our everyday lives. 

 

Each week draws from our mission statement—“Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting, joyful community, 

serving God and neighbor”—and invites us to live into that vision more fully. We’ll reflect on what it means to 

belong to something bigger than ourselves and to live with intention and love. 

 

Through guest voices, youth leadership, music-filled worship, and stories of faith, we’ll be reminded that 

church isn’t something we go to—it’s something we are. 

 

Highlights include: 

• Congregation Forum between services on Strategic Plan and Stewardship Plans for the fall (Sept 7) 
• Joyful Community Sunday (Sept 14) 

o Backpack Blessing and LWR School Kit Blessing 
• Guest Speaker Daniel Goldschmidt on inclusion (Sept 21) 
• CYF Sunday led by children and youth (Sept 28) 
• Music Sunday with Taylor and musicians (Oct 5) 
• Celebration of Our Shared Mission (Oct 12) 

 

Together, we’ll be reminded again and again: We are the church! 
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Prayer Requests 

Praise the Lord (joys and answered prayers): 

•  Praise the Lord for the start of a new school 
year! We give thanks for students, teachers, 
school staff, and families as they begin this new 
season of learning, growth, and community. 

 

In Sympathy 
• Family and Friends of Tom Leach, brother-in-law 

of Karen Acers.  

 
For Support 
• Pete and Linda Nielsen, house fire 
• Hans K, a student from Germany joining Pat & 

Laura Guimont. Prayers for safe travel and a safe 
and enjoyable experience in MN and the USA 

 

  

Health concerns 

• Chuck Stanley, Jenny Pruchnik’s dad, having 
surgery 8/28 so he can start at home dialysis 

• Toby Roden, Mike Roden’s son, Learning skills to 
live with quadriplegia. 

• Mother of Jared Steven’s 
• Hartley Dahl 
• Kathryn Gilson, friend & co-worker of Anne 

Popovich. Threw a pulmonary embolism after 
foot surgery. She is in critical care at Regions 
fighting for her life.  

• Lila Mathias, David Lorenz’ Mother 
• John Beiswenger, battling an autoimmune 

disease  
• Shannon Helfrich, Debbie Campbell’s sister. She 

is holding her own and in good spirits 
• Les Ferguson, healing from a fall 
• Phyllis Ferguson 
• Donna Mathison, in hospice care 
• Cody Schueller (family of Nettie and Hans 

DuBois): cellulitis in his legs 
• Carol Sindelir, Val Nelson’s sister 
• Jen Schnichels, waiting for a heart transplant 
• Loretta Mae Roden, Mike Roden’s mom, in 

hospice care. 
• Pastor Cynthia (Cyndi) Ganzkow-Wold, in hospice 

care (First called Pastor at Elk River Lutheran 
Church) 

• Babs Armagost, cancer treatment and the effects 
of chemo 

• Karla Lange  
• Kay Foss, Karen Froelich’s cousin, esophageal and 

stomach cancer 
• Fonda Whalen, dementia 
• Brian Harding 
• Ken Bucher 
• Kris West, daughter of Bob and Sue Hagen 
• Duane Jerde 

 

 

Share Your Prayer Concerns: 
• Email linda@elkriverlutheran.org 

• Fill out on your connection form 

• Contact the church office at (763) 595-1216 

• Fill out form on church website at 
elkriverlutheran.org 

Generally, prayer requests will run for 3 weeks. If more 
time is needed, please call the church office        

mailto:linda@elkriverlutheran.org

