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WELCOME 
to Elk River Lutheran Church 

 

Welcome to Elk River Lutheran Church! Whether you 
are joining us in-person or online, we’re glad you’re 
here. Elk River Lutheran Church is a forward-thinking 
congregation made up of people of all ages. We are a 
pretty new church (formed in 2009), located in a 
remodeled bank building on the Mississippi River in 
downtown Elk River. Our mission is: Trusting in God’s 
grace, an accepting, joyful community, serving God 
and neighbor.   
 
We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and celebrate the work 
we’re able to do together as a denomination (to learn 
more about the ELCA visit www.elca.org).  We 
welcome all people and as a Reconciling in Christ 
(RIC) congregation that welcome extends to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 
 

Please fill out the enclosed Connection Form slip and 
drop it in an offering plate to receive more information 
about Elk River Lutheran or share prayer concerns. 

Things to know  
for the service: 

• Bathrooms, complete with changing 
tables for little ones, are located in 
the Fellowship Hall in the corner 
opposite of the main entrance.  

• We welcome kids with their wiggles 
and noises in worship. We are also 
aware that as a parent, time away 
from wiggles and noises can be a 
blessing too. You will find our staffed 
nursery (For children 5 and under) by 
the entrance in the far corner of the 
fellowship hall. 

• Assisted Listening Devices are 
available. Please contact the Media 
Booth 

We hope and pray you have a wonderful 
worship experience here today. To learn 
more about the many opportunities to 
participate and volunteer with the ministries 
of ERLC, visit our website: 
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org 

October 12, 2025 
8:30 and 10:30 Worship Services 

We Are One in Mission 

http://www.elca.org/
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org/
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8:30AM ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

The Gathering of God’s People 

Welcome        

Gathering Hymn  (#641) “All Are Welcome” v. 1, 2, & 4 

Confession and Forgiveness  

Song of Praise   “Glory and Praise To Our God” 

 

The Word of God Proclaimed 

Prayer of the Day 

Kids Connect  

Scripture Readings Philippians 2:1–5 

Sermon Pastor Nathan Mugaas 

Hymn of the Day (#576) “We Are All One in Mission” 
 

Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God 

Welcome New Members 

Apostles Creed 

Bidding Prayers  

Sharing of the Peace  

Offering  

Offertory Prayer  

Great Thanksgiving  

Holy, Holy, Holy  “Holy, Holy, Holy One” 

Words of Institution   

The Lord’s Prayer  

Lamb of God  “Jesus, Life-Giving Lamb of God” 

Communion Hymns (#715) “Christ, Be Our Light” 

 (#666) “What Wondrous Love is This” 

Communion Blessing & Prayer   
  

The Sending of God’s People 

Community Announcements  

Temple Talk Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Sending Blessing  

Sending Hymn “The Church Song” 

Sending Dialog  
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10:30AM ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

The Gathering of God’s People 

Welcome        

Temple Talk Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Sharing of the Peace  

Gathering Song “Grateful” 
 

The Word of God Proclaimed 

Prayer of the Day 

Kids Connect  

Scripture Readings Philippians 2:1–5 

Sermon Pastor Nathan Mugaas 

Song of the Day “Oh How Good It Is” 
 

Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God 

Welcome New Members 

Offering  

Offertory Prayer  

Confession and Forgiveness  

Holy Communion  

The Lord’s Prayer  

Communion Song “The Table” 

Communion Blessing   
  

The Sending of God’s People 

Community Announcements  

Sending Blessing  

Sending Song “The Church Song” 

Sending Dialog  

  
 

  

Liturgy, songs and lyrics are reprinted with permission. Current copyright licenses held with CCLI, OneLicense, and Augsburg 

Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  
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FALL 2025 
Leah Atkinson 
 
Hello. My name is Leah Atkinson. I am, first of all, a grateful 
believer in Jesus Christ. My chosen vocation is my work as a 
Family Nurse Practitioner working in Primary Care. At this time, 
I am employed at Herself Health in Roseville, Minnesota. 
Herself Health is an organization dedicated to providing 
healthcare for women ages 60 and over.  
 
I am a National Health Service Corps Scholar, and have 
worked in many resource poor settings that are designated as Health Care Professional Shortage 
Areas (HPSA). These areas include four different Indian Health Service sites. Three of these sites are 
on the Navajo Reservation: (1) Pinon, Arizona, (2) Tsaile, Arizona, and (3) Bloomfield, New Mexico. I 
also worked with the Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate (Dakota) Tribe in Sisseton, South Dakota. 
 
After my service with Indian Health Services, I took a travelling position with Comp Health and worked 
in the states of Washington, Maine, and Minnesota. I took a permanent job with Herself Health in 
August, 2025. I do have a younger sister who lives in eastern Washington, and a younger brother 
who lives near Coeur d' Alene, Idaho. 
 
In my free time, I enjoy playing the acoustic and electric guitar with my son, Don. I also recently 
became a certified scuba diver. 

 
 

Jody Brosko 
 
Hello, my name is Jody Brosko & I’m very grateful to be joining Elk 
River Lutheran Church. I live in Otsego with two cats & four 
chickens: Bastion, Dolly, Henrietta, Elvis, Greta & Betty. I work at 
Handke Family Center as a special education assistant for the local 
school district. In my free time I enjoy gardening, reading & sharing 
good books, and traveling to Arizona to visit my nephew Johnny. I 
look forward to meeting you all! 
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Charlie and Jean Brown 
 
Charlie was born in Fargo, North Dakota, and Jean a year 
later in Iron Mountain, Michigan. 

Charlie grew up with a love for sports and played just about 
everything—football, basketball, Legion baseball, tennis, 
gymnastics, hockey, and even pole vaulting in track. He 
graduated from Fargo Central High School in 1951 and 
went on to earn a Mechanical Engineering degree from 
North Dakota State University in 1955 (always a proud 
Bison!). 

Jean graduated from Winona High School in 1952 and 
from the University of Minnesota in 1957. She started her 

career teaching in the Minneapolis School District before shifting her focus to raising their family. 

The two were introduced by friends, and that match turned into a lifetime together. They were married 
in Winona on July 27, 1957. Their greatest joy has been their family—four children (Charlie Jr., Cathy, 
Tom, and Maren), along with 11 grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren. 

They bought their first home in Bloomington in 1959, close to the Black Dog NSP plant where Charlie 
worked. In 1975, the family moved to Elk River when Charlie was leading the construction projects for 
the Sherco Power Plant. His biggest projects followed in Red Wing working on two Nuclear plants for 
6 ½ years. Charlie worked for Northern States Power Company from 1955 until his retirement in 
1990. After 5 decades in Elk River, Charlie and Jean recently moved across the river to Riverview 
Landing in Otsego, where they enjoy staying active and taking part in community activities. 

Jean loved being a stay-at-home mom and filled her days with decorating, gardening, cross-stitch, 
bridge club, P.E.O., baking and preparing wonderful meals for her family. 

Fun Fact: Charlie has golfed in all 50 states! 

 
Lisa and Madeleine Griffin 
 
We are excited to finally become official members of Elk River 
Lutheran Church.  
 
Our family moved to Elk River in December 2000. We were 
members at Augustana Lutheran Church in West St Paul, and 
Lisa was a contemporary worship music director there until 
2021 when she started as the staff pianist at Elk River 
Lutheran.  
 
Maddie graduated from Elk River HS in 2017, UW Eau Claire in 2020, and UO Eugene in 2022. She 
works at Fraser School in Woodbury as a speech-language pathologist. You will see us playing duets 
at the piano on Christmas Eve!  
 
Thanks to everyone for opening your outstanding community to us. 
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Prayer Requests 
 

Praise the Lord (joys and answered prayers): 
• Holly Marie Gasperlin was born on 

September 25th at 8:39pm. Her parents are 
Jack and Jenna Gasperlin and sister Mara. 
Praise the Lord! 

• Jean and I thank everyone who held us in 
their prayers, sent cards, and wished good 
healing for us. We felt them in our hearts.  
    ~ Jean & Larry Cook 

 
In Sympathy 
• Family and Friends of Diane (Blondie) 

Margaret (Glienke) Frederiksen. Great Aunt 
of Natalie Weicht, one of our 9th grade 
confirmands. 

• Family and Friends of Duane Jerde 
• Family and Friends of Vicki Zamjahn, 

including her wife Julie Boots. Vicki passed 
away June 1st and a Celebration of Life will 
happen in October 

 
For Support 
• Deplazes family, strength and peace after 

recent diagnosis for Darren 
• Diane Stanley (Jenny Pruchnik’s Mom) as she 

continues to be caregiver for her husband 
Chuck. 

• Kerry Livingston’s friend Tami has a daughter 
that is pregnant and found out baby has 
trisomy 18 

• Pete and Linda Nielsen, house fire and water 
damage 

 

Health concerns 
• Jean Berg, Sarah Chur’s mother 
• Darren Deplazes, recent diagnosis of terminal 

cancer 
• Chuck Stanley (Jenny Pruchnik’s dad), who 

has had complications with home dialysis and 
is now back on hemo dialysis. Pray for no 
infections, quick healing, and that his body 
will accept home dialysis again. 

• Bev Boeke, recovery from broken tailbone 
• Vicki Simpson’s nephew Warren going 

through cancer treatment 
• Carley Sorensen, struggling to get answers for 

her chronic illness/pain 
• Shannon Helfrich, Debbie Campbell’s sister. 

Prayers for strength and healing.  
• Nancy Bock as she battles breast cancer 
• Hartley Dahl 
• Donna Mathison, in hospice care 
• Carol Sindelir, Val Nelson’s sister 
• Jen Schnichels, waiting for a heart transplant 
• Loretta Mae Roden, Mike Roden’s mom, in 

hospice care. 
• Pastor Cynthia (Cyndi) Ganzkow-Wold, in 

hospice care (First Pastor at Elk River 
Lutheran Church) 

• Babs Armagost, cancer treatment and the 
effects of chemo 

• Kay Foss, Karen Froelich’s cousin, esophageal 
and stomach cancer 

• Fonda Whalen, dementia 
• Brian Harding 
• Ken Bucher 
• Kris West, daughter of Bob and Sue Hagen 

  
Share Your Prayer Concerns: 

• Email linda@elkriverlutheran.org 

• Fill out on your connection form 

• Contact the church office at (763) 595-1216 

• Fill out form on church website at elkriverlutheran.org 

Generally, prayer requests will run for 3 weeks. If more time is needed, please call the church office        

mailto:linda@elkriverlutheran.org
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Worship Volunteers 
 8:30AM Service 10:30AM Service 

 October 12 October 19 October 12 October 19 

Greeters   Chuck & Jane 
Cazett 

Orlyn & Lucy 
Boeshans 

Chris & Amy Brown Sue Hales 
Betty Zehringer 

Ushers Chuck Hulse 
Herm Weidner 

Jerry & Marianne 
Jackson 

Jim & Viv Ayres Tom & LuAnn 
Wingard 

Scripture Reader Dale Ziner Lorie Schulstad-
Werk 

Jen Clements Mandy Day 

Communion Servers  Julie Marie Haugen 
Marianne Jackson 

Cedric & Marlys 
Olson 

Milo & Kari 
Christianson 

Mike Anderson 
Viv Ayres 

Communion Steward Amy Cox Julie Marie Haugen Chris Hansen Zoey Day 

Mid-Week Communion Fill Julie Marie Haugen Lisa Bossany Julie Marie Haugen Lisa Bossany 

Powerpoint Operator Mary Barthel Dale Ziner Julie Parks Julie Parks 

Soundboard Operator Bennett Johnson Emily Rotz Justin Howland Kevin Jenkins 

Switcher Operator Tom Clements Tom Clements Tom Clements Tom Clements 

Volunteer Coordinator Vicki Simpson Vicki Simpson Chris Hansen Sue Sass 
 
If you would like to serve, Great! Please contact the Worship Volunteer Coordinating Team so we can get you 
filled in.  If you cannot volunteer for the upcoming Sunday, also contact the Team at erlcvolunteers@gmail.com 

 
News & Opportunities 

Rescheduled – Daniel Goldschmidt (They/Them) 
On Sunday, October 19, we welcome Daniel Goldschmidt, a music therapist, educator, and 

advocate for racial justice and inclusion. Daniel will preach during both worship services (8:30 

& 10:30 AM) on our theme “An Accepting Community” and lead a 9:40 AM workshop entitled: 

“What Is Whiteness: A Workshop on Naming the Invisible Norms That Shape America.” 

Kids Connect Volunteers Needed 
Help kids (PreK–5th) grow in faith on Sundays during worship through 
crafts, games, and Bible stories. Lessons and supplies are provided—just 
bring your smile! 
Sign up with the QR code or visit the Children, Youth & Family page on 
our website.  

 

mailto:erlcvolunteers@gmail.com


8 
 
 

Join the Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Do you knit or crochet – or want to learn? The Prayer Shawl Ministry creates shawls, pocket 
prayers, chemo caps, and more to bring comfort and hope to others. We also make baby 
caps and blankets for Global Ministry and new projects for Guardian Angels residents. 
Beginners are welcome! 
Next Meeting: Thursday, Dec 4 • 1:00pm • Lower Level Community Room 
Contact: Jane Domeier – domej06@aol.com 
 

Prayer Shawls and Pocket Prayers Available 
Our yarn workers have lovingly created Prayer Shawls, Pocket Prayers, and Chemo Caps to 
offer comfort and remind others they are not alone. These are displayed in the Fellowship 
Hall outside the Sanctuary. Please take one and share it with someone who could use a little 
hope and warmth. 

Christ in Our Home 2026 
Reserve your 2026 Christ in Our Home devotional by Wed., October 22! 
• Regular: $10/year 
• Large print: $17/year 
Pay by check (memo: CIOH) or online through the “give” button on our 
website—choose Christ in Our Home as your Giving Type. 

 
Open Doors for Youth – Urgent Needs Drive 

Our church is collecting items to support Open Doors for Youth until Sunday, October 13. 
Their drop-in center has been busy with 15 youth stopping in over the past few days, which 
has left their food and hygiene shelves nearly empty. 
They are especially in need of: 

• Gatorade (out) 

• Hormel Compleats (out) 

• Size 5 diapers (out) 

• Men’s deodorant (out) 

• Individual chips/crackers 

• Cheese or PB crackers 
Donations can be turned in at the Fellowship Hall. Thank you for helping us support this 
vital ministry to youth in our community! 

 

  

mailto:domej06@aol.com
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LIFE GROUP  

DISCUSSION GUIDE 
We Are The Church 

October 12 –  

        We Are One in Mission 

CONNECT 
Spend some time checking in. What are highs and lows since you last met? How can your 
group members pray for and support each other this week? 

GROW 
1.) Do you remember having to memorize something as a child — maybe a Bible verse, the 

small catechism, the Pledge of Allegiance, or a poem for school? 

How did you feel about memorizing back then, and how do you feel about it now? 

2.) Pastor Nathan invited us to memorize Elk River Lutheran’s mission statement. Can you 

recite it without looking? --  “Trusting in God’s grace, an accepting, joyful community, serving 

God and neighbor.” --  

 Which word or phrase stands out most to you right now? 

How have you seen our church (or yourself) live that out recently? 

3.) Philippians 2:3–4 says: 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility 

regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to 

the interests of others. 

 What makes this passage challenging in today’s world? 

Where do you see examples of humility and selflessness that inspire you? 

4.) Paul talks about being “of one mind” — but we all bring different experiences, 

perspectives, and personalities. 

 What does being “of one mind” look like in practice for you — in your family, your friendships, 

or our church? 

 What helps us stay united even when we disagree? 

PRAY 
God of unity, you call us together as one church, each offering our unique gifts for your 

purpose. Make us of one heart and mind, humble in service, joyful in love, and faithful in 

witness. Send us out to reflect the mind of Christ in all we say and do. Amen.
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