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WELCOME 
to Elk River Lutheran Church 

 

Welcome to Elk River Lutheran Church! Whether you 
are joining us in-person or online, we’re glad you’re 
here. Elk River Lutheran Church is a forward-thinking 
congregation made up of people of all ages. We are a 
pretty new church (formed in 2009), located in a 
remodeled bank building on the Mississippi River in 
downtown Elk River. Our mission is: Trusting in God’s 
grace, an accepting, joyful community, serving God 
and neighbor.   
 
We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and celebrate the work 
we’re able to do together as a denomination (to learn 
more about the ELCA visit www.elca.org).  We 
welcome all people and as a Reconciling in Christ 
(RIC) congregation that welcome extends to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 
 

Please fill out the enclosed Connection Form slip and 
drop it in an offering plate to receive more information 
about Elk River Lutheran or share prayer concerns. 

Things to know  
for the service: 

• Bathrooms, complete with changing 
tables for little ones, are located in 
the Fellowship Hall in the corner 
opposite of the main entrance.  

• We welcome kids with their wiggles 
and noises in worship. We are also 
aware that as a parent, time away 
from wiggles and noises can be a 
blessing too. You will find our staffed 
nursery (For children 5 and under) by 
the entrance in the far corner of the 
fellowship hall. 

• Assisted Listening Devices are 
available. Please contact the Media 
Booth 

We hope and pray you have a wonderful 
worship experience here today. To learn 
more about the many opportunities to 
participate and volunteer with the ministries 
of ERLC, visit our website: 
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org 

November 16, 2025 
8:30 and 10:30 Worship Services 

Blessed to Be a Blessing 

http://www.elca.org/
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org/
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8:30AM ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

The Gathering of God’s People 

Welcome        

Gathering Hymn  (#879) “For the Beauty of the Earth” v1, 2 & 3 

Confession and Forgiveness  

Song of Praise (p. 140)  “This is the Feast” 

 

The Word of God Proclaimed 

Prayer of the Day 

Kids Connect 

Scripture Readings Genesis 12:1–3 

Sermon Pastor Nathan Mugaas 

Hymn of the Day (#583) Take My Life, that I May Be” v1, 2, & 4 
 

Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God 

Apostles Creed 

Bidding Prayers 

Sharing of the Peace  

Offering “At the Altar” 

Offertory Prayer  

Great Thanksgiving  

Holy, Holy, Holy (p. 144) “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” 

Words of Institution   

The Lord’s Prayer  

Lamb of God (p. 146) “Lamb of God” 

Communion Hymns (#496) “One Bread, One Body” 

 (#824) “This is My Father’s World” 

Communion Blessing & Prayer   
  

The Sending of God’s People 

Community Announcements  

Sending Blessing  

Sending Hymn (#836) “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” v1 & 3 

Sending Dialog  
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10:30AM ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

The Gathering of God’s People 

Welcome        

Sharing of the Peace  

Gathering Song “Magnificent, Marvelous, Matchless Love” 
 

The Word of God Proclaimed 

Prayer of the Day  

Kids Connect 

Scripture Readings Genesis 12:1–3 

Sermon Pastor Nathan Mugaas 

Song of the Day “Goodness of God” 
 

Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God 

Offering “At the Altar” 

Offertory Prayer  

Confession and Forgiveness  

Holy Communion  

The Lord’s Prayer  

Communion Song “Compassion Hymn” 

Communion Blessing   
  

The Sending of God’s People 

Community Announcements  

Sending Blessing  

Sending Song “The House That Love is Building” 

Sending Dialog  

  
 

  
Liturgy, songs and lyrics are reprinted with permission. Current copyright licenses held with CCLI, OneLicense, and Augsburg 

Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.  
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Worship Volunteers 
 8:30AM Service 10:30AM Service 

 November 16 November 23 November 16 November 23 

Greeters   John & Debbie 
Campbell 

Roger & Sharon 
Rinerson 

Gail Palmer 
Lisa Bossany 

Betty Zehringer 
Sue Hales 

Ushers Sue & Paul Hovde Dale Ziner 
Vicki Simpson 

Kristina Erickson 
Julie Parks 

Mark & Amelia 
Schwarze 

Scripture Reader John Barthel Diana Schansberg Mandy Day Paula Donnelly 

Communion Servers  John & Conni 
Natwick 

Vicki Simpson 

John & Debbie 
Campbell 

Kerry & Joe 
Livingston 

Greg Pouliot 

Zoey Day 
Sarah Carlson 

Communion Steward Amy Cox Julie Marie Haugen Zoey Day Lisa Bossany 

Mid-Week Communion Fill Paula Rose Vicki Simpson Paula Rose Vicki Simpson 

Powerpoint Operator Dale Ziner Elliot Pruchnik Shari Howland Tyler Carlson 

Soundboard Operator Emily Rotz Bennett Johnson Justin Howland Emily Rotz 

Switcher Operator Tom Clements Tom Clements Tom Clements Tom Clements 

Volunteer Coordinator Vicki Simpson Vicki Simpson 
Jenny Pruchnik 

Kerry Livingston Chris Hansen 

 

 
If you would like to serve, Great! Please get in touch with the Worship Volunteer 
Coordinating Team so we can get you filled in.  If you cannot volunteer for the upcoming 
Sunday, also contact the Team at erlcvolunteers@gmail.com 

 

         News & Opportunities          
 

Dip’n Good Dips Fundraiser 
Our Youth are heading out on a Mission Trip—and you can help support them while 
stocking up for your holiday entertaining! 

Choose from 28 dips, 6 rubs, and a cracker seasoning—all made with quality ingredients. 
Just mix with sour cream, mayo, cream cheese, or whipped topping for an easy and 
delicious treat! 

     $6 each 

         Order Sundays, Nov 9, 16 & 23 at the Youth Sales Table in the Fellowship Hall 

      Orders will be delivered before Christmas 

All proceeds support the Elk River Lutheran 2026 Youth Mission Trip. 

         Festive Sweater Sunday – November 30th           
Get ready to deck the halls... and yourselves! Wear your most festive sweater—whether it's 
classic, quirky, or delightfully tacky—and join us for some holiday cheer. Let's celebrate the 

season in style!               

Christmas Eve 
Worship Volunteer 

Sign Up 

mailto:erlcvolunteers@gmail.com


5 
 
 

Help Wanted – Donate Supplies or Deliver Sandwiches 
Help make our Sandwich Making Event a Success 
Sandwich Making Event – Wed., November 19th – 6pm – 7:45pm 
Please sign up for supply slots (meat, cheese, bread, sandwich bags) that 
work for you and your family. All supplies should be brought to  
church by Sunday, November 16 at 12pm. 

Sandwiches will be delivered to: 

• Simpson Food Pantry (Minneapolis) 

• Groveland Food Shelf (Minneapolis) 

• Salvation Army Harbor Light (Minneapolis) 
Sign up using QR code or find link on homepage at elkriverlutheran.org 

Pie Sunday – November 23! 
Join us for a delicious Pie Sunday on November 23, 2023, during Fellowship Time from 9:30 

to 10:30 am. This is a wonderful opportunity to share in community and enjoy a variety of 

homemade pies together. The sign-up sheet is in the Fellowship Hall if you'd like to bring a 

pie to share. Please have pies at the church by 9:00 am on Sunday, November 23rd. We 

hope to see you there for a slice (or two) and some fellowship! 

Christmas Gifts from ERLC Quilters – November 23! 
The ERLC Quilters are offering beautiful, handmade items just in time for the holiday season! These 
gifts will be available for donation on Sunday, November 23. All proceeds will support quilting 
supplies for Lutheran World Relief, helping provide comfort and warmth to those in need around 
the world. Visit their display, find a unique gift, and give back in a meaningful way this Christmas.  

      It's Caroling Season! 

Join Elk River Lutheran Church for a joyful season of community caroling! Whether you can sing for one event 
or all three, your voice will help spread Christmas cheer throughout Elk River. Everyone is welcome—no 
experience necessary! 
Caroling Opportunities: 

•      Downtown Elk River Tree Lighting Ceremony  
— Thursday, November 20 at 5:00 PM 
Join us as we kick off the holiday season by leading carols during the city’s annual tree 

lighting downtown. 

•         Downtown Caroling and Santa Sing  
— Saturday, November 29 from 11:00 AM–4:00 PM 
Pop in for an hour or stay for the day! We’ll sing carols throughout the event as families 

visit with Santa. 

• 🔔 Bells & Carols with Riverside Ringers  
— Tuesday, December 23 at 6:00 PM 
A cozy evening of carols and bells in the sanctuary. Join 12 carolers and the Riverside 
Ringers for a beautiful night of Christmas music. 

Bring your Christmas spirit—and maybe a friend or two! 
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Prayer Requests 
 

Praise the Lord (joys and answered prayers): 
• Birth of Thomas Terry Gottschalk to Annika 

and Sean Gottschalk. Born Sunday November 
9th at 4:21 am – 8 pounds of healthy baby! 

 
In Sympathy 
• Family and Friends of Todd Bucholz, who died 

Oct 24, brother of Steve Bucholz 
• Family and Friends of Darren Deplazes 
• Family and Friends of Chuck Chur, father of 

Scott (and Sarah) Chur. 
• Family and Frends of Duane Jerde whose 

service is at 1pm on Saturday November 29th 
at ERLC. (Visitation 1 hour prior, luncheon to 
follow) 

 
For Support 
• Mother of Jared Stevens 
• Pete and Linda Nielsen — following hail, 

water, and fire damage, prayers that all goes 
smoothly so they can move back home by the 
end of November while repairs continue. 

Health concerns 
• Father of Natalee Chapin (Friend of Carley 

Sorensoen) is losing his battle to cancer 
• Les Johnson, friend of Dan and Val Nelson, 

recovering from 2 heart attacks and 2 
surgeries 

• Ron Sass, prostate cancer diagnosis 
• Warren Young, nephew of Vicki Simpson, 

entered hospice 
• Carol Sindelir, Val Nelson’s sister 
• Nancy Bock as she battles breast cancer 
• Hartley Dahl 
• Donna Mathison, in hospice care 
• Jen Schnichels, waiting for a heart transplant 
• Loretta Mae Roden, Mike Roden’s mom, in 

hospice care. 
• Babs Armagost, cancer treatment and the 

effects of chemo 
• Kay Foss, Karen Froelich’s cousin, esophageal 

and stomach cancer 
• Fonda Whalen, dementia 
• Brian Harding 
• Ken Bucher 
• Kris West, daughter of Bob and Sue Hagen 

Share Your Prayer Concerns: 

• Email linda@elkriverlutheran.org 

• Fill out on your connection form 

• Contact the church office at (763) 595-1216 

• Fill out form on church website at elkriverlutheran.org 

Generally, prayer requests will run for 3 weeks. If more time is needed, please call the church office        

mailto:linda@elkriverlutheran.org
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