December 7, 2025

ELCOME
to Elk River Lutheran Church

Welcome to Elk River Lutheran Church! Whether you
are joining us in-person or online, we're glad you’re
here. EIk River Lutheran Church is a forward-thinking
congregation made up of people of all ages. We are a
pretty new church (formed in 2009), located in a
remodeled bank building on the Mississippi River in
downtown Elk River. Our mission is: Trusting in God'’s
grace, an accepting, joyful community, serving God
and neighbor.

We are a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA) and celebrate the work
we’re able to do together as a denomination (to learn
more about the ELCA visit www.elca.org). We
welcome all people and as a Reconciling in Christ
(RIC) congregation that welcome extends to the
LGBTQ+ community.

Please fill out the enclosed Connection Form slip and
drop it in an offering plate to receive more information
about Elk River Lutheran or share prayer concerns.
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Trusting in God'’s grace, an accepting,
joyful community, serving God & neighbor.

Things to know
for the service:

e Bathrooms, complete with changing
tables for little ones, are located in
the Fellowship Hall in the corner
opposite of the main entrance.

¢ We welcome kids with their wiggles
and noises in worship. We are also
aware that as a parent, time away
from wiggles and noises can be a
blessing too. You will find our staffed
nursery (For children 5 and under) by
the entrance in the far corner of the
fellowship hall.

e Assisted Listening Devices are
available. Please contact the Media
Booth

We hope and pray you have a wonderful
worship experience here today. To learn
more about the many opportunities to
participate and volunteer with the ministries
of ERLC, visit our website:
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org



http://www.elca.org/
https://www.elkriverlutheran.org/

8:30AM ORDER OF WORSHIP

The Gathering of God’s People

Welcome

Gathering Hymn (#264) “Prepare the Royal Highway” V'3 %4
Lighting the Advent Candle

Advent Candle Lighting Song “Kindle This Flame of Peace”
Confession and Forgiveness

Song of Praise “Glory to God”

The Word of God Proclaimed
Prayer of the Day
Kids Connect

Scripture Readings Matthew 1:18-25
Sermon Pastor Nathan Mugaas
Hymn of the Day (#283) “O Come All Ye Faithful” '" 2% %4

Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God
Apostles Creed

Bidding Prayers

Sharing of the Peace

Offering "Good King Wenceslas"
Offertory Prayer

Great Thanksgiving

Holy, Holy, Holy “Holy, Holy”

Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer

Lamb of God “Lamb of God”

Communion Hymns (#296) “What Child is This”
(#278) “Away in a Manger”

Communion Blessing & Prayer

The Sending of God’s People

Community Announcements

Sending Blessing

Sending Hymn (#290) “Go Tell It On the Mountain”
Sending Dialog



10:30AM ORDER OF WORSHIP

The Gathering of God’s People

Welcome

Sharing of the Peace

Baptism Holly Marie Gasperlin
Gathering Song “His Kingdom Now is Come”
Lighting the Advent Candle

Advent Candle Lighting Song “Light of the World”

The Word of God Proclaimed
Prayer of the Day
Kids Connect

Scripture Readings Matthew 1:18-25
Sermon Pastor Nathan Mugaas
Song of the Day (#283) “O Come All Ye Faithful” " 2% %4
Sharing & Receiving the Gifts of God

Offering "Good King Wenceslas"

Offertory Prayer

Confession and Forgiveness

Holy Communion

The Lord’s Prayer

Communion Song “Child of the Poor” with “What Child is This”
Communion Blessing

The Sending of God’s People

Community Announcements

Sending Blessing

Sending Song (#290) “Go Tell It On the Mountain”
Sending Dialog

Liturgy, songs and lyrics are reprinted with permission. Current copyright licenses held with CCLI, OneLicense, and Augsburg
Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Worship Volunteers

8:30AM Service 10:30AM Service
December 7 December 14 December 7 December 14
Greeters Tom & Lorie Werk | Larry & Jean Cook | Nathan & Jessica Lisa Bossany
Sandvig Vicki Sackmeister
Ushers Roger & Sharon Chuck & Jane Jim Ayres Dan Nelson
Rinerson Cazett Joe Livingston Anthony Schaefer
Scripture Reader Dixie Rud Linda Campbell Paula Donnelly Nevaeh Kazner
Communion Servers Don & Patsy Milo & Kari Milo & Kari Rod Hansen
Anundsen Christianson Christianson Kelli Horner
Communion Steward Debbie Campbell Dale Ziner Greg Pouliot Brad Tesdahl
Mid-Week Communion Fill | Cedric & Marlys Jana Lundquist Cedric & Marlys Jana Lundquist
Olson Olson
Powerpoint Operator Dale Ziner John Barthel Chloe Sandvig Tyler Carlson
Soundboard Operator Bennett Johnson Emily Rotz Brad Evert Emily Rotz
Switcher Operator Tom Clements Tom Clements Tom Clements Tom Clements
Volunteer Coordinator Vicki Simpson Jenny Pruchnik Chris Hansen Chris Hansen
Jenny Pruchnik

If you would like to serve, Great! Please get in touch with the Worship Volunteer Coordinating Team so we can
get you filled in. If you cannot volunteer for the upcoming Sunday, also contact the Team at
erlcvolunteers@gmail.com

*  Joinua this
+  Christmas
‘Worship

Wednesday, December 24

Christmas Eve
Worship Volunteer
Sign Up

10:30AM Family Service
2:30PM Candlelight Service
4:30PM Candlelight Service
10:00PM Candlelight Service ¢



mailto:erlcvolunteers@gmail.com

f’\ Mary Said Yes! Kids Christmas Program

MaQ\J <alp : We're looking for all PreK—5th graders to take part in this year’s Christmas Program, Mary Said Yes!

YES There are speaking and non-speaking roles available, plus opportunities to sing or play music during
\ the program.

ﬂ Dress Rehearsal: Saturday, December 13, 9:00 a.m.—Noon

& Program: Sunday, December 14, during both worship services
Contact Pastor Anne to sign up for a role or with any questions.

Join ‘Us for Christmas CYF Night!

Celebrate the season with fellowship, learning, and fun for all ages. Enjoy a pizza dinner, Christmas
stations filled with games, activities, and karaoke, and a large group gathering. Wednesday,
December 10 | 6 pm — 7:45 pm Everyone is Welcome!

KIDS CHR [STh

Join us for Early Christmas Big Band Sunday

Sunday, December 21 - Both Services

We're excited to welcome the Brooklyn Big Band, an 18-piece ensemble known for their rich, classic sound and wide
range of jazz styles. Founded in 2006 by Michael Anderson and David Mantini, this talented group brings energy, joy,
and big-band flair—perfect for celebrating the season.

Come enjoy beloved Christmas favorites with a jazz twist, toe-tapping rhythms, and a festive worship experience you
won’t want to miss. Invite friends and family for this special musical Sunday!

Blue Christmas Service - The Longest Night

Sunday, December 21 at 6:00pm e Elk River Lutheran Church

As the holidays approach, not everyone feels festive. If this season is bringing grief, heaviness, or simply a mix of
emotions, you are invited to a quiet, peaceful service designed to offer space for comfort, reflection, and hope.

Join us for this gentle time of Scripture, prayer, music, and candlelight as we gather with our partners from Guardian
Angels Senior Services and Union UCC. All are welcome.

M It's Caroling Season!
Join Elk River Lutheran Church for a joyful season of community caroling! Everyone is welcome—no experience
necessary!
Caroling Opportunity:
« [\ Bells & Carols with Riverside Ringers
— Tuesday, December 23 at 6:00 PM
A cozy evening of carols and bells at Guardian Angels Riverside Landing. Join 12 carolers and
the Riverside Ringers for a beautiful night of Christmas music.
Bring your Christmas spirit—and maybe a friend or two!




Prayer Requests

Praise the Lord (joys and answered prayers):

* Thank you and blessings to my ERLC family
for all your prayers, cards, visits and kindness.
We are truly blessed. Thanks be to God. ~
Nettie DuBois

* Baptism of Holly Marie Gasperlin at 10:30
Service
Parents: Jenna and Jack Gasperlin
Sponsors: Sarah and Brad Meichsner

» Radiation treatments are going well for Dale
Ziner, and his levels are shifting just as the
doctors hoped—though still on the low side.
We give thanks for this encouraging progress
and ask for continued prayers as he moves
forward in his treatment.

In Sympathy

* Family and Friends of Donna Mathison

* Family and Friends of Ron Schlelp, brother-in-
law of Tom Werk. Funeral on Wednesday,
Dec 2, 2025

For Support
* Mother of Jared Stevens

: Share Your Prayer Concerns:

e Email linda@elkriverlutheran.org

e Fill out on your connection form

e Contact the church office at (763) 595-1216
o Fill out form on church website at

- elkriverlutheran.org

Generally, prayer requests will run for 3 weeks. If
more time is needed, please call the church office

Health concerns
* Orlyn Boeshans, recovering from a heart

attack

Shannon Helfrich, sister of Debbie Campbell.
Back in hospice due to cirrhosis of the liver —
getting comfort care.

John Sackmeister, Vicki’s husband. Lung
cancer with surgery scheduled Nov 24

Les Johnson — Friend of Don & Val Nelson
Rick Hines

Shawn McElmory - recent Stage 4 pancreatic
cancer diagnosis

Wayne N (Friend of Mike & Linda Quam).
Heart attack, triple bypass & aortic valve
replacement

John Macintire — hospitalized with
pancreatitis and kidney issues, friend of Dale
Ziner

Linda Quam, heart arrhythmias. Had double
valve surgery last Dec.

Jen Schnichels, recovery from heart
transplant

Randy Strandberg, chemotherapy for stage 4
pancreatic cancer, son of Gail Palmer’s cousin
Ron Sass, prostate cancer diagnosis

Carol Sindelir, Val Nelson’s sister

Nancy Bock as she battles breast cancer
Hartley Dahl

Donna Mathison, in hospice care

Loretta Mae Roden, Mike Roden’s mom, in
hospice care.

Babs Armagost, cancer treatment and the
effects of chemo

Kay Foss, Karen Froelich’s cousin, esophageal
and stomach cancer

* Fonda Whalen, dementia

Brian Harding
Ken Bucher
Kris West, daughter of Bob and Sue Hagen
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John Said Yes
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Prepare

Repent

Wilderness
Lucusts
Herald
Hope

Baptist

Faithfulness
Baptism

Honey

Prophet

Kingdom
Truth

Messiah

Humility
Fire

Way

Calling

Courage

Spirit

Promise



